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VeryPnt Federal 


"Water is Rising" 

November 18, 8 P.M. 
Flynn Mainstage 


DEADLINE TO ENTER 11/16 AT NOON. 
WINNER CONTACTED BY 5 P.M. 




An Event to Benefit The UVM 


Showing 

November 1 1th @ 8PM 


of adventure films to inspire viewers to observe cultures, 
live sustainably and help preserve the earth we live on. 


•Outdoor Gear Exchange ■ 
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Performing 
Arts Center 

1 22 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VT 



C1ROU 


i showcasos Chino so tradition i 
linning, contortion, balancing a 


Friday, November 25 • 2PM & 7PM 
Tickets On-Sale Now! 

Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 








ALPINE 


SHOP 


4 emr 

NOVEMBER 10-20 


RECEIVE 5 FREE LIFT TICKETS 

WITH YOUR PURCHASE OF S250 OR MORE AT THE ANNIVERSARY SALE 
1 FROM EACH OF THESE GREAT VERMONT RESORTS. 

(Some restrictions apply. See store or alpinesbopvt.com for details) 

JAY S)S PEAK Bolton Valley gBrnwg 






PLA 

Ret 

96.7 


Lady Gaga & Bruno Mars 
are talking to Elvis Duran! 


Meanwhile... The morning show 
at 95.5 just talk to themselves. 


NEFCU- 

A great place 

to start! 


\ New England 
/ Federal Credit Union 


■ Contact us before you go car shopping 

• Take advantage of our free online 
tutorials and research tools 

• Get a pre-approved Auto Check for 
better buying power 

■ We ll deliver the loan check right to 
your home or workplace! 

Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 


Hi vhf a a, 


Local, affordable, and on your side? 



THE LAST 

2YA0 mi 

COMPILED BV CATHY RESMEH & TYLER MACHADO 


WEEK IN REVIEW 

NOVEMBER 02-09, 2011 




n September, a Veimont state trooper pul led overa driver 
in a routine traffic stop and ended up questioning two 
of his passengersabout their citizenship status. Turns 
out the passengers were undocumented farmvwrkers. The 
trooper subsequently turned them over to the U.S. Border 
Patrol. 

The i nci dent provoked an outcry from members of the 
Vermont Migrant Farmworker Solidarity Project who accused 
the trooper of racial profiling. An investigation later cleared 
theofficer of violating the agencyS bias-free policing policy. 


from askingabout Immigration statusonly if the person had 
beena victim of ora witness to.acrfme. 

Andy Bromage wrote about the new policy on Blurt the Seven 
Daysstaffblog. Henotes that the new policy includes 'special 
provisions' for officers patrolling near the border, allowing 
them tostop border crossings in progress. And he points out 
that the Solidarity Project still expresses "some fears' about 
the new policy. 

Read more about the policy change at sevendaysvLcom/blurt. 


facing 

facts 



up: replacing all 
the bridges washed 
away by Irene. 

TEENS FOR 
TOLERANCE 

Hundreds of 
Essex High School 
students rallied 

he was bullied for 
being bisexual. 
Sometimes It 
gets better before 
you grow up. 


SENSATIONAL CYNIC 



is overrated. 


FOREVER WILD 


Last Fhday. Gov. Shumlin and the Department of Public Safety 
sought to prevent another such incident. They announced a 
new policy Instructing troopers not to question suspected Ille- 
gal immigrants about their status uni ess they are implicated 
in another crime. Under the old policy, troopers were barred 


As for the two farm workers arrested in September — the/ve 
got a federal immigration hearing in Boston on December 6. 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENOAYSVT.COM 


I "Magic Touch" by Andy Bromage. Alan 
Newman helped start Magic Hat and 



2 ‘Burlington's Proposed Skatepark Hits a 
Big Bump — a Legal Appeal" by Kevin J. 
Kelley. Nearby homeowners try to thwart 
a proposed new skatepark on Burlington’s 

Line Diner in Colchester has shut its doors 

4. Fair Game: "Got a Planr by Shay Totten. 

A mysterious out-of-state telephone 
company thatS been courting Burlington 
Telecom is reportedly putting together 



Ken Picard. Vermont has one of the lowest 
rates of child immunization in the country. 
Local health care providers are trying to 
change that. 
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Your 

! 

100% Champlain. 

Degree: 

|Sj CHAMPLAIN 1 
^ COLLEGE 1 

100% Online. 


1 

Champlain has over thirty degree and certificate programs you can 
earn 100% online They're In growth career areas like Business. 

Healthcare and Information Technology. For more into see 
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WRAP UP 
YOUR HOLIDAY 
SHOPPING 

Let us help you at our special event* 


University Mall 247 Main St. -Burl 

863.2273 658.6565 


Essex Junction 

878.4554 


Middlebury 

3882350 


a 


§ 



FACTORY OUTLETS 

NOW OPEN 

nctoi, ).«■«» MJ*«f ..L 

carter's' o.hko.h Reebok jockey 



feed back 


SEVEN DAYS 

ELECTRIC LADY LAND. 



PnmduPolstori & Paula Routly 
publish kr/ com tor Paula Roully 
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ON THE WHINE LIST? 

Kudos to Bob Conlon for his delicate 
and thoughtful explanation behind the 
large wine glass ad [Feedback. October 
26]! The interpretation by Hope Johnson 
[Feedback, October 18] was so far off base 
that Bill Buckner could have got an out! I 
love Leunig's for their food, their ambi- 
ence and their presence on Church Street 
I would never doubt their advertising 
choices or their causes. As a longtime at- 
tendee of breakfast with Bob in the '90s, I 
feel qualified to support Leunig's as long 
as I can. I may just drop in for a glass of 
wine today after I send this off. and I truly 
hope that it will contribute to help solve 
the puzzle of this horrible disease diat has 
taken so many of my family and friends ._ 
and yours. By the way. Miss Johnson, your 
finding a large glass of wine in a fight- 
cancer ad is not “ironic." It is “fantastic." 
don’t you think? Thanks. Bob! 

Allan Nicholls 
BURLINGTON 


PATENTLY FALSE 

[Re "A New Law Sponsored by Sen. Leahy 
Targets 'Patent Trolls."' October 26]: The 
“anti-inventor act” of 2011 does not stop 
"patent trolls," and they perform a useful 
service. If your hypothetical woodcutter 
infringer was in Maine and was infringing 
a patent to a Vermont resident you would 
want the infringement stopped or for the 
infringer to get a license and become IcgaL 
Leahy’s bill is a big-business giveaway. 


CORRECTION: 

Last week’s story "Health Care 
Providers Take a Shot at Increasing 
Childhood Immunizations” incor- 
rectly reported that British physician 
Andrew Wakefield received “a prison 
sentence" for misrepresenting the 
medical histories of ail 12 of the pa- 
tients whose cases formed the basis 
of his 1998 study purportedly showing 
a link between autism and the MMR 
vaccine. Though Britain's General 
Medical Council proved dozens of 
charges against Wakefield, including 
dishonesty and abuse of developmen- 
tnliy challenged children. Wakefield 
never did any prison time. Seven Days 
regrets the error. 

trolls. It is full of earmarks, Wall Street 
banks, particular law firms and drug com- 
panies. Microsoft and big software, etc. 
Your article is an editorial, not legitimate 
reporting. Your frets are wrong, and your 

Bruce Burdick 

ST. LOUIS. MO. 


BYGONE GRAPHICS 

I remember having designed the graphics 
for Craig Kelley's Mystery Air boaid back 
in the late '80s and was psyched to see this 
article [''Craig’s Place,” October 19]. 





GOVERNOR V. UNION 

[Re Fair Game, October 12]: I sent a letter to 
the International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers during Gov. Peter Shumlin's cam- 
paign. warning them that it was a bad idea 
to back a Republican for governor. Almost 
always theDemocrats are pro -union. Seems 


seems to be based on an impression of 
schedules at the elementary, not preschool, 

While Mr. Murphy's statement about 
public education being "hamstrung by 
test-centered, not student-centered, cur- 
ricula" might apply to elementary school. 



last; after all, 
he got in by a 
thin margin, 
so acts against 
state work- 
ers and lying 
about what 
happened will 
only prove bad 
for his next 
run. His “with 
us or against 

us" attitude is This is what the people at f 
disturbing, to weeks cover story. "Magic 1 
say the least. serial entrepreneur Alan I 
Haven't we 

heard that rhetoric before? Kind of hard to 
tell whose side this administration is on. 


build that case 
for preschool, 
as there are 


I could give 
many examples 
of spontaneous 


with specialists and participate in kinder- 
garten transitions. And, because we have 
access to state and federal funds, students 
attend the FCSU preschool programs for 
free. Please don't let your readers think 
that what Mr. Murphy offers cannot be 
found in a public school. 


I am writing in response to the recent ar- 
ticle on the Blue Bungalow daycare run by 
Andy Murphy, in which many of the state- 
ments about public preschool are mislead- 
ing [“Working for Play," October 5]. 

I work for the Early Childhood Programs 
as part of the Franklin Central Supervisory 
Unioa We run five sessions of preschool in 
three different settings that follow a similar 
flow as Mr. Murphy's schedule. There is a 
fluid arrival time of activities, followed by a 
morning circle, often filled with songs, and 
at least an hour of "choice time.” Some class- 
rooms offer “family-style” snacks around a 
table, and others offer it as an option during 
“explore time" to better meet the needs of 
their students. The statement that there are 


Andrea Racek 

BURLINGTON 


ALL FOR ASHE 

[Re Fair Game, November 2]; I have lived and 
worked in Burlington for 40 years. The elec- 
tion of Tim Ashe as mayor is the best hope 
fix Burlington !> future. He lias the tempera- 
ment intelligence experience, education 
and outlook to ensure that Burlington is a 
desirable city in which to live and to work. 
He lias a feel for the city, for a plurality of po- 
litical perspectives and an understanding of 
how it can prosper for the many, not the few. 




FEEDBACK » P.18 


FULL DISCLOSURE 

State Sen. Tim Ashe (D/P- 
Chittenden), a candidate in the 
Burlington mayoral race, is the 
domestic partner of Seven Days 
publisher and coeditor Paula Routly. 
Routly is not assigning or editing sto- 
ries or columns about Burlington pol- 
itics for the duration of the campaign. 
Seven Days staffer Andy Bromage 
now has that role. 


SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust.. 

■ he 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content; 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 
for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback®^ eve ndaysvt com 

• SevenDays P.O.Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 



O'BRIENS 

AVEDA INSTITUTE 


Over the months 
that I was there I saw 
myself improve 
& more everyday, 
have felt more prepi 



W Check our site for 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

THANK YOU for donating! 


COSMETOLOGY - BARBERING - SPA THERAPY 




Happiness depends m°re 
<=n h<n/j life strikes y»u 
than On Uhaf happens. 

-Andy Rooney 

ow o» d"wi Friday nife f»r ft* 

STARLWE RHYTHM BoYS and 1-fe 
will smack ywrijtit in ft* fun sp»f/ 



SQUARE 


THE BLAME 7PM 

DJ CRE8 10PM 

DJ DAKOTA 7PM 

DJ A-DOO XJPM / DJ CRE8 10PM 

AARON RUN 5PM 

STARUNE RHYTHM BOYS 9PM 

DJ SWROS WM/OJA-OOG12AM 

SUNCOOKED 5PM 

COBA STELLA 8PM 

DJ SWROS KVM/DJA-D0612AM 

CLOSED 

1 INDUSTRY NIGHT FT. ROBBIE! 11PM 
SUPER K 7PM 
CRAIG MITCHELL 10PM 
AMIDA BOURBON PROJECT 7PM 
DJ CREB 10PM 






<§weel (51 over 


Sunday, November 13, 1 - 2 pm 

Call or visit for details 


Did you know... 

That Chiropractic care is 
beneficial for all ages? 
Better Movement 
Better Energy 
Better Self Healing 

fam/ly first 

CHIROPRACTIC 

Ybur Family Wellness Experts. 


EXPRESS YOURSELF! 


\\\ November Special f 

& 25% OFF i V 

any facial service! 


How to Brine & Carve 
Your Turkey 

with. Chef Courtney Contos * 


Open Daily 
(802) 872- 


iJ. www.sweetclovermarket 


at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema 
'co oe? m 


Mirror Mirror 

makeup • skincare • day spa 
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38 Church Street 

862.5126 

dearlucy . com 
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New Hair? Hit Parade? 
International Flavor? 
James Brown! 
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SWEETPERKS 


1/2PRICETICKETS 



O’M HAIR STUDIO: $50 TOWARDS 
HAIR SERVICES FOR ONLY $25 

Looking for a new look? Don't miss this opportunity 
to meet the talented stylists at O'M in downtown 
Burlington. 



MARKETPLACE FITNESS: 

$50 1-MONTH MEMBERSHIP 
FOR ONLY $20 

Whatever you're looking for in a health and fitness 
regimen, you'll find it at Marketplace Fitness in 
downtown Burlington. 



STILL BLACK, STILL PROUD: 
AN AFRICAN TRIBUTE TO 
JAMES BROWN 

Saturday. Nov. 19 $4 9 .22 $24.61 
Flynn Center for the Performing Arts 

Still Black, Still Proud celebrates Brown's 
lasting legacy while exploring the deep 
relationship between soul, funk, and 
modern African music. 


HIT PARADE LIVE PERFORMED 
BY MELLOW YELLOW 

Saturday, Nov. 19 $1© $5 
North End Studios, Burlington 

Don't miss this live musical tribute to the golden 
era of Top 40 radio. Songs that you love and 
songs that you know ALL the words to! 


FAMILY PASS TO 
THE VERMONT 
INTERNATIONAL 
FESTIVAL 

Friday-Saturday, Dec. 2-4 $T5 $7.50 
Champlain Valley Expo, Essex Junction 
(On sale: Monday, 11/14) 

Bring the whole family to this annual celebration 
of cultures from around the world, bringing their 
crafts, foods, music and dance to our doorstep. 


SEVEN DAYS 

DeaL- 


TICKET 


Seven Days delivers deep disocunts on concerts, 
shows, plays and more! In between ticket deals, 
look for local perks on shopping services and dining. 
Sign up to receive DealTicket emails today at 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 




Ullii 



THURSDAY 10 

Fair-Weather 

Friends 


§ THURSDAY 10 

Almost Famous 

j Thanks to a certain reggae 


MUST SEE. 
MUST DO 
THIS WEEK 
COMPILED BY 
CAROLYN FOX 


WEDNESDAY 16 

Pioneer Days 

He "changed the course of 
music in the 20th century." 
the New York Times wrote of r 


’TOTTEN 


GET YOUR 
BOAST OH... 

with our tsas. 
fresh-roasted coffees 
£ espresso drinks! 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by shay 




Democratic Dis 


a gotta feel a little sorry for 
Vermont Democrats. 

Why? 

They dominate the state 
legislature, holding 94 out of 150 seats in 
the House and 23 out of 30 seats in die 
Senate. They control four o f the six state- 
wide offices (governor, attorney general, 
secretary of state and treasurer). They 
occupy two of Vermont’s three seats in 
Congress - and the diird guy caucuses 
with the Dems. 

You’d think that with the Dems’ iron 
grip on the state’s polidcs and purse 
strings, Vermonters would show them a 
litde respect 

But nooooooo. 

Last Saturday, some cranky labor 
activists, uppity environmentalists and 
those damned “occupy” hippies had 
to go and ruin a pair of perfectly polite 
Democratic gatherings - one a fund- 
raiser - with pesky demands for fair 
treatment of state employees, protection 
of the state’s ridgelines and taxation of 
the rich to help the “99 percent” 

Next thing you know they'll be asking 
for “hope" and “change." 

The Democrats’ no good, very bad 
day started inside the Barre Municipal 
Auditorium when party chairman jake 
perkinson quashed an effort to vote on 
a pro-labor resolution at the party’s 
annual organizational meeting, piss- 
ing off members of the Democratic 
State Committee, many of them union 
members. 

The Lamoille County Democratic 
Committee approved die resolu- 
tion three weeks ago, after Gov. peter 
shumun called state workers "greedy in 
a time of crisis” for seeking emergency 
pay for work they did in the immedi- 
ate aftermath of Tropical Storm Irene. 
The Washington County Democratic 
Committee followed suit, passing the 
same resolution in support of the 80 state 
employees who brought the grievance. 

Perkinson, a Burlington attorney, 
refused to allow the resolution to come 
to the floor for debate under “new busi- 
ness” because not till committee mem- 
bers received a copy of the resolution 
five days prior to die meeting — a stipu- 
lation required in die party's bylaws. 

Supporters cried foul that the party 
leader was using parliamentary tricks to 
defeat a grassroots measure that spoke 
to die core of the party’s beliefs. 

"I think this shows the Democratic 
Party is more concerned about raising 


money and getting candidates elected 
than holding candidates accountable 
to the party platform once they are 
elected,” said Conor casey, a member of 
the Democratic State Committee and 
interim co-executive director of the 
Vermont State Employees Association, 
the union that represents state workers. 
“Labor issues used to be die bread and 
butter of this party.” 

Casey, along with other state commit- 
tee members, briefly walked out of the 
meeting in anger. 

"For the first time, I am actually dis- 
gusted to be a Democrat," peter burgess, 
chairman of the Lamoille County 


HE'S ALLOWING 
GREEN MOUNTAIN 
POWER 

TO GET 
EVEBYTHING 
IT WANTS. 

ERIC WALLACE -SEN FT 


Democrats, told Fair Game as he left the 
meeting. “This was just shameful.” 

Burgess said he plans to reintroduce 
a similar resolution to die full state com- 
mittee at its next meeting in January. 
By then, more details should be known 
about just how badly Team Shumlin 
wants to stick it to state workers. 

The two sides are presently in bar- 
gaining talks, and word is die admin- 
istration may renege on its promise to 
restore a 3 percent pay cut accepted by 
state workers last year, and freeze pay 
for two years going forward. 

Stuff dial in your holiday turkey! 

Protest the Plutocracy 

A few hours after state Democratic 
leaders angered labor activists, 50 en- 
vironmentalists from around Vermont 
confronted die governor, U.S. Sen. bernie 
sanders (I-VT) and other lefty bigwigs 
as they entered die Socialist Labor Party 


Hall in Barre for the party’s fall fundrais- 
ing dinner. 

The group was protesting the in- 
dustrialization of Vermont’s ridgelines, 
specifically the Shumlin administra- 
tion’s approval of the Lowell Mountain 
wind farm, and the state's increasingly 
cozy relationship with the wind farm's 
developer, Green Mountain Power. 

Shumlin arrived with an entourage 
that poured out of his taxpayer-funded, 
gas-guzzling Ford Expedition and strode 
over to the protesters to mingle as they 
chanted, “Save our mountains!” and sang 
“We have had enough!" One protester 
repeatedly asked him, "How much are 
you getting from GMP, governor?" 

The gov didn't take questions or offer 
muchof a defense. He just smiled and at- 
tempted to shake hands — most refused. 

peggy sapphire, one of the rally or- 
ganizers, was happy with the turnout 
given that most people had less than 24 
hours' notice to attend. 

“There is a mind-set diat what hap- 
pens in the Northeast Kingdom is very 
far away, but that doesn’t mean we're 
voiceless,” said Sapphire, who lives 
in Craftsbury. “It takes a lot to agitate 
people like this, but the governor and 
GMP have managed to do it." 

One of the agitated was eric wallace- 
senft of Woodbury. He held a sign 
that read, in part, “You are the Gov. of 
Vermont Not the Bedfellow of GMP.” 

“When Gov. Shumlin opposed 
Vermont Yankee, he was doing the right 
thing and we supported him. But then 
Green Mountain Power turns around 
and buys power from Seabrook [Nuclear 
Power Plant] and he says nothing" said 
Wallace-Senft. “He's allowing Green 
Mountain Power to get everything it 
wants. We need to stop this kind of cor- 
porate dominance of our energy future.” 

After Shumlin ran die gauntlet of 
protesters, he probably thought he had 
escaped the rabble. 

He was wrong. 

A half dozen people affiliated with 
Occupy Vermont disrupted the wine- 
and-cheese mixer to chant, “We are the 
99 percenti" and “Banks got bailed out! 
We got sold out!” One protester even 
chastised Shumlin for refusing to tax the 
rich as a way to solve the state's fiscal 

Fundraiser attendees joined in 
die chants and applauded at the end, 
said kevin hurley, one of the Occupy 
Vermont protesters who videotaped the 




GOT A TIP FOR SHAY? SHAV@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 


disruption. The video is posted on the 
Seven Days staff blog Blurt. 

“I am increasingly irritated by the 
polarization of the two parties and 
that’s why I'm a supporter of the oc- 
cupation," Hurley said. “The message, 
for me, is that it's die plutocracy that’s 
dividing us.” 

Got Class? 

You’d think after the weekend’s events. 
Team Shumlin might have steered clear 
of labor issues for a few days. Or weeks. 

Bright and early Monday morning, 
the gov (or a staffer) tweeted this mes- 
sage: “Vermont’s minimum wage is 
increasing to $8.46 an hour! Another 
reason why #VT is a great place to work, 
live and raise a family. #vtgov" 

Really? Earning $17,500 a 

year allows one to work, live 

and raise a family? The gov K| 1 1 J I 

should do his homework. 

You need almost four of dtose 
minimum-wage jobs to earn 
a "livable wage” in Vermont. 

According to the legislature's Joint 
Fiscal Office, a single parent with kids 
living in rural Vermont needs to earn 
$28 an hour to afford a “basic-needs 
budget" of housing, health care, trans- 
portation and, you know, food. The 
same person living in “urban” Vermont 
needs to earn $32 an hour. 

Like the old saying goes, moonlight 
in Vermont ... or starve. 

Progs Pounce 

Watching last weekend's spat between 
labor- friendly Democrats and the 
powers-diat-be was Democratic Party 
newcomer Anthony pollina. 

The longtime Progressive won a 
senate seat in Washington County last 
year as a "fusion" candidate — he sports 
both a “D” and a “P” after his name. 

Pollina’s take on the Democratic dis 
oflabor? 

"1 think it reaffirms the need for a 
Progressive Party - a party that stands 
up for regular folks," said Pollina. 

In fact, the Progs plan to take up a 
pro-labor resolution virtually identical 
to die one Democrats killed at their 
meeting last week. The Progs will meet 
at die Statehouse on November 19. 

Could tliisbe the startofa Progressive 
bid for governor in 2012? 

On the party’s blog diis week, Rep. 
susan davis (P/D-West Topsham) asked, 
“If the administradon won't support 
labor, why should labor support the ad- 
ministratkin in the next election?" 

Yikes. 


Progressive Party director Morgan 
daybell told Fair Game that Pollina isn’t 
running for governor in 2012, and said 
it’s too early to tell if any other Prog 
will. "We're several months away from 
even beginning that discussion,” he said. 
“We’ll know more once we get into the 
legislative session." 

The Progressives didn’t run a candi- 
date in the 2010 election after Democrat 
Peter Shumlin promised to fight for key 
Prog priorities, namely enacting single- 
payer health care for Vermont, shutting 
down Vermont Yankee, and addressing 
shortfalls in the state pension and un- 
employment compensation funds witfa- 
out asking more from state employees 
or die jobless. 

On the first two. Progs are likely to 
give Shumlin high marks. He’s contin- 
__ ued the legal fight to shut 
down VY and to create a 
(III single-payer health care 
system, though it's uncertain 
if he’ll prevail on either front. 

On that last item, diough, Shumlin's 
actions and those of his party have 
shaken unions' support — unions that 
worked hard last fall to help him eke 
out a 4000-vote victory over Republican 
BRIAN DUBIE. 

It's unclear yet if Dubie will seek 
a rematch, but if he does, and a Prog 
jumps into the race, Shumlin knows all 
too well the likely result. 

In 2002, Shumlin, Dubie and Pollina 
— dien a Progressive — squared off in 
the lieutenant governor’s race. Shumlin 
and Pollina largely split the left and 
Dubie walked away die victor by more 
than 20,000 votes. 

Media Notes 

I’m taking a break from Fair Game 
next week to attend the inaugural New 
England First Amendment Institute. 

The institute selected 25 journalists 
from around the region to take part in 
a three- day workshop for investigative 
journalists. Two other reporters from 
Vermont are attending: John briggs 
of the Burlington Free Press and anne 
galloway of VTDigger.org. 

In my stead, andy bromage will 
bring you the results of the Burlington 
Democratic mayoral caucus and the rest 
of Vermont’s political news. ® 


I Follow Shay on Twitter: 
twitter.com/ShayTotten. 



I Send Shay an old-fashioned email: 
shay®sevendays vt.com. 



p.m. -Closing Tuesday-Saturday 
Sunday 12 p.m.- 8 p.m. 

i .woodenspoonbistro.com 

802-399-2074 


1210 Wllliston Rd., So. Burlington 

(in front Of Higher Ground) 


When: Monday, Nov. 14. 3 - 7 pm 
Where: 528 Essex Road, 


Ask about First Visit disco 

Gift Certificates Available 
Raffle, Food, Tons oflnfoi 


Gulliver's Popgie Doycorr. 


LEUNIG’S. ..THE ESSENCE OF DOWNTOWN 

Even Margaret 
says it’s the 
best place. 

LEUMGS 

BISTRO i< C A F ( 


Thanhigiving Boarding! j |optfl 365 Poys o 


Vcar! 


802.860. 1144 “'“'“'•<>099ic«i 0 y„,rc.ii m 


^ood en 


on Bistro 


refined comfort fooo I at comfortable prices 

I Join us (or Lunch 

11a.m. -2p.m. 
i uesday - Saturday 


Fpr rr |\/l ACC AfF Open House for Michelle Robbins = 

I KCC IVIMDDMOL Inside Out Body Therapy J = 


Enjoy Sample Sessions 

with Michelle & CCV Massage Therapy Students 

Shiatsu/Chair/Spot Work/Feet 


For more info: (802) 730-5446 • iobt@live.com • facebook.com/lnsideOutBodyTherapy 



local matters 


In the Running 

Meet the men who would be Burlington's mayor 


§ 


H ave Burlington Democrats 
ever faced better odds of 
taking back the mayor's 
office? Since Independent 
Bemie Sanders was elected mayor in 
1981, Queen City Dems have been exiled 
from city hall as a parade of Progressives 
— and one Republican - has come and 
gone. 

But with incumbent Progressive 
Mayor Bob Kiss weakened by the 
Burlington Telecom scandal, Dems 
smell an opportunity. 

“I think this is the moment,” says 


die caucus. And because it’s an “open” 
caucus, voters of any political persua- 
sion can cast a ballot (see sidebar). 

Below are snapshot profiles of the 
four Democratic candidates. 

Brain Kranichfeld 
Bram Kranichfeld says he wants to end 
the partisan bickering that's infected 
Burlington politics and believes he’s the 
guy to do it. 

"We need, as a community, to break 
out of this partisan framework that 
many of us are stuck in,” says die second- 


Brooklyn with his wife in 2006, but says 
he’s felt a strong “sense of community" 
in the Queen City. As a city councilor, 
he's also seen progress blocked by par- 
tisan fights. 

“I have been very frustrated on the 
city council," says Kranichfeld, who was 
elected in 2010 to a Ward 2 seat histori- 
cally held by Progressives. “Most of the 
energy and time the council spends 
is wasted on political posturing and 
bickering." 

The problem is distrust with city 
government, Kranichfeld says, and 


a totally new era of transparency, and 
sharing that information would improve 
the city's relationship with residents." 

Born in Dummerston, VL, and raised 
in Rye, N.Y., Kranichfeld earned a bach- 
elor’s degree in philosophy from the 
University of Chicago in 2001 and a law 
degree from Cornell in 2004. He landed 
a summer internship in the anticorrup- 
tion unit of the New York state attorney 
general’s office when Eliot Spitzer was 
the boss. 

Kranichfeld interned — and later 
went to work — for the New York city 



Burlington Democratic Party chair Steve 
Howard. “After 30 years, the same two 
parties have run city hall, and people do 
want to move to a fresh approach." 

Four Democrats, including one who 
also wears the Progressive label, will 
vie for the Democratic nomination at 
the November 13 caucus in Memorial 
Auditorium. All of them are younger 
than 45, all come with Ivy League cre- 
dentials, and all pledge to restore “trust,” 
“accountability” and “transparency” to 
city government. 

Candidate forums have been packed 
and interest in the election is high, but, 
even so, party leaders expect as few as 
2000 voters to decide die contest at 


term city councilor and deputy state’s at- 
torney. “The ideologies of the Democrat 
and Progressive parties are virtually 
identical. We want to improve the com- 
munity, quality of life, and we want to 
move forward.” 

At 31, Kranichfeld is the youngest 
— and politically least expe- 
rienced - candidate in the 
mayor's race But he argues 
he’s got “the right experience 
for what we need right now.” 

His resume includes stints as a Wall 
Street lawyer, state prosecutor and chair 
of die Burlington Electric Commission. 

Kranichfeld is a relative newcomer 
to Burlington, having moved here from 


the solution is "transparency and ac- 
countability." He wants a city budget 
that’s easier for city councilors and the 
public to understand, expanded audits, 
and performance reviews in every city 
department to track service calls and 
response times. 

Kranichfeld says he's 
constandy asked how 
public-works projects get 
prioritized, and he wants to 
peel back the curtain on that 
process. “We could post that informa- 
tion online," he suggests. “Here’s the 
projects DPW is working on, here’s the 
queue of projects, and here's why we’ve 
prioritized them that way. It would be 


law firm of Carter Ledyard & Milburn, 
representing clients with interests in 
natural gas and oil, finance, and public 
stock offerings. He left after two years. 

“I took a step back one day and 
asked myself, "What am I doing with 
my life?'” Kranichfeld recalls. “And the 
only answer I could come up with was, 
‘I make rich people richer.' I couldn't 
continue that. I wanted to have a more 
meaningful impact in die world.” 

Even as he distances himself from his 
stint on Wall Street, Kranichfeld says 
the job endowed him with a “financial 
background” the next mayor will need to 
tackle the city's vexing money problems. 

Like any good lawyer, Kranichfeld 


POLITICS 
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has die gift of gab. He worked the audi- 
ence at a recent candidates’ forum as he 
would a jury, selling them on die merits 
of his case — in this instance, why they 
should elect him. Beyond public-speak- 
ing skills, Kranichfeld says his job gives 
him insight into the “whole community, 
not just part of it,” meaning the drug ad- 
diction, homelessness and other social 
ills that often land people in court. 

"I make hard decisions every single 
day at my job,” says Kranichfeld, who 
earlier this summer successfully pros- 
ecuted the Latonia Congress murder 
trial. “What we need is someone who 
can make a decision and follow through 

Tim Ashe 

Tim Ashe is the latest entrant into the 
mayor's race and the only one wear- 
ing two party labels: Democrat and 
Progressive. The 3 4- year-old state sena- 
tor has won two terms at die Statehouse 
as a “fusion” candidate and believes that's 
the formula for bearing Republican can- 
didate Kurt Wright next March. 

“I’m the one candidate who has dem- 
onstrated he can unite people," Ashe 
says, touting the roughly 11,000 votes he 
received from Burlington voters in the 
2008 election. 

He's also running as the "experi- 
enced" candidate. “I have more fa- 
miliarity with all the moving parts of 
government, and 1 have relationships 
with the business community,” he says. 
“I won'thave to learn on the job. I know 
this city inside and out” 

Ashe says he “would be crazy to not 
see” that the Progressive brand has 
been damaged in Burlington, hut main- 
tains dial the label is a strength and not 
a liability. 

“Progressives need to be in the fold, 
need to be part of the coalition moving 
forward," he says. “There’s a lot of 
people out there that want to vote for 
Progressive values, and I'm not going to 
abandon that.” 

What might prove a liability for 
Ashe are two YouTube videos currently 
making the rounds. One shows him 
enthusiastically endorsing Bob Kiss for 
mayor in January 2009 at a city-hall 
kickoff. In the other, Ashe downplays 
the seriousness of the Burlington 
Telecom fiasco at a Progressive Party 
gathering in November 2009. Ashe calls 
the videos "personally embarrassing" 
but says their context is being ignored. 


THE DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS: 

A HOW-TO GUIDE 

Never been to a caucus before? Join 
the club. Here's a basic rundown of 
how the process works, with some 
Ups on how to make it as painless 
as possible. 

• Any registered Burlington voter 
can participate, unless you're a 
member of another political party's 
committee. 

• The deadline to register as a 
Burlington voter is Thursday, 
November 10. at noon. Register at 
city hall. 

■ On caucus day. you must be in 
line by 1:59 p.m. or you will not be 
allowed inside. 

• The caucus could last several 
hours, so bring food and drink. 
Concessions may be limited. 

■ On the way in, you'll be handed 
four color-coded ballots, one for 
each round of voting. 

- Each candidate will have five 
minutes to make a final speech. 
Based on a lottery, the order will 
be, Jason Lorber. Miro Weinberger. 
Bram Kranichfeld, Tim Ashe. 

• First round of voting. If no 
candidate gets a majority (50 
percent plus one), voting goes 
to a second round with all four 
candidates. 

• Second round of voting. If no 
candidate gets a majority, the 
candidate with the fewest votes is 
eliminated. 

- Third round of voting (if 
necessary). If no candidate gets a 
majority, the candidate with the 
fewest votes is eliminated. 

• Fourth round of voting (if 
necessary). Candidate with the 
majority wins. 

■ In between rounds, candidates are 
free to campaign/cajole/arm-twist 
for votes. 

-A.B. 


Around the time of the second video, 
Ashe says the public service commis- 
sioner and state auditor suggested 
people may have personally profited off 
die $17 million in city funds kianed to 
Burlington Telecom, and the commis- 
sioner opposed a refinancing deal that 
could have freed Burlington taxpayers 
from the debt 

“Do I feel like a buffoon because the 
video makes me look like I'm out of 
IN THE RUNNING » P.T7 
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Burlington’s Occupiers Have Company ■ 
and They’re Really Homeless 


POLITICS 


n mellow, progressive 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

T he Occupy Wall Street movement may be 
complicating life for some bankers, but 
it’s been a boon for the homeless popu- 
lation — at least those benefiting from 
relaxed regulations in Burlington's City Hall Park. 

Larry, a white-bearded 62-year-old who 
wouldn’t give his last name, estimates diat on many 
nights, his fellow homeless make up half of the 60 
or 70 campers in die park. He says the itinerant are 
drawn by the free food and clothing that Occupy 
Burlington offers, as well as by the safety the pro- 
testors' presence ensures. 

“We couldn’t get away with doing this if it 
weren’t for this protest,” Larry observed last Friday m 

But the disproportionate number of belliger- * ' 
ent drunks and mentally ill homeless in die park 1 ^ 
presents unique challenges for the generally well- 
educated and articulate protestors who make up 
Occupy Burlington. Efforts to peacefully coexist 
are consuming much of the occupiers' energy and 
blurring the political focus of their protest. 

Disruptive behaviors on die part of some home- 
less persons are also generating tensions widi the 
police and the Kiss administration, raising the 
possibility that an ugly confrontation could occur 
Burlington. 

In die food tent last Friday night, both homeless and occupiers were able to help 
themselves to as much strawberry cheesecake, baked ham, fresh fru it and granola as 
they could eat The well-stocked outdoor pantry conies courtesy of local sympathiz- 
ers, including farmers and restaurateurs, and Food Not Bombs, a volunteer group 
that helps feed the homeless year round. 

Beer and liquor are not provided, but many of the homeless bring their own. 
Substance abuse is common in the park, despite a sign in die protest’s information 
tent warning, “There is to be NO drug and alcohol consumption in our camp. This is 
a tactical decision, not a moral judgment." 

That coda is an expression of the nearly absolute tolerance diat is at once an ap- 
pealing strengdi of the protest and a weakness that could lead to its demise. Keith 
Brunner, a recent University ofVermont graduate, says he's “excited” by the “chance 
for dialogue between folks from privileged backgrounds, like myself, and people 
living on the streets.” 

CC Reuge, a UVM andiropology major, suggests that while aggressive outbursts 
are not acceptable, "die homeless do have a right to be angry." 

Other protestors were also at pains to accentuate the positive even as two police 
officers arrived around 10 p.m. Friday in response to a call from an unidentified pro- 
tester who was concerned about bellowed threats of violence from a drunken man 
named “Joel." 

“He’s not like this when he's straight," said occupier Brad Hardey. “He’s actually 
a really sweet guy and a talented street poet" 

It took police about half an hour to calm Joel down. They didn’t arrest him, but 
the police's arrival triggered a discussion — “debate" would be too strong a word — 
among 30 or so occupiers gathered in a circle outside the information tent. Inside 
it, anodier sign reads, “We strongly discourage occupiers from involving die police 
unless a person is in immenant [sic] physical danger." 

After an hour of talking in turns, consensus was reached only on the need to dis- 
cuss die issue further at the next day’s general assembly. Joel, meanwhile, wandered 
back to the tent he was sharing with three or four others. An hour later, he and his 
friends were shrieking profanities and bellowing in a boozy chorus that made it im- 
possible for nearby campers to sleep. 

In die course of earlier open meetings, the occupiers had devised a code of con- 
duct diat is supposed to apply toeveryone in theencampment. It's not a complicated 



or extensive set of rules, but as Brunner ruefully 
noted, it goes largely unenforced. The protestors do 
c carry out security patrols in two-hour shifts all night 
* long. The purpose, one speaker declared to general 
approbation, is “not to try to win arguments, but to 
act nonviolently in malting sure everyone is safe.” 

It may not be possible, however, to reason 
with those who are most troubled and/or inebri- 
ated. David Russell, a leader of Burlington Street 
Ministries, says that in his 37 years of interacting 
with the local homeless, "substance abuse and 
mental health problems” appear to be the key 
causes of their precarious condition. “I haven't 
met anybody who’s ended up homeless for eco- 
nomic reasons only,” said Russell, a burly, bald and 
bearded man widi a camera hanging from his neck. 
"Somebody who wants to get off the streets can defi- 
nitely do that in Burlington.” 

In the same painstakingly egalitarian way they 
search for consensus on political issues, die occupi- 
ers are taking on die city’s homeless-related chal- 
lenges, as well as the practical difficulties of living in 
a park. The protesters are relentlessly seeking to ac- 
tualize Gandhi's famous command: "Be die change 
you wish to see." In Burlington City Hall Park, a 
modey collection of mostly twenty somethings is striving to create a new society that 
will have little in common with die structures and practices of the old. 

Anna Niemiec, 64, paused from a circle dance beside the fountain to marvel, 
“Their way of organizing and decision making is so different from what I grew up 

At a general assembly conducted on the steps of city hall, a "facilitator” explained 
to newcomers die set of hand signals used by occupiers all over die country in 
responding to a speaker's remarks. Every person’s verbal comments are repeated 
phrase by phrase and in unison by all assembled. A session begins with shouts of 
“mike check!” - a reference to this "people’s microphone” that takes the place of 
electronic amplification. 

Wiggling the fingers with hands pointed upward signifies approval for what’s 
being said; downward wiggling shows disagreement; fingers pointing straight out, 
a lukewarm response. There are also hand movements requesting recognition for a 
point of information. Assembly attendees can use sign language to suggest someone's 
been talking too long or to make the most extreme statement possible in these as- 
semblies: “I totally disagree and will leave this movement if this proposal is passed." 

Equally unusual is the etiquette of many of the protestors. They are far more 
likely to express gratitude for someone’s comments than to adopt a defensive or 
snarky posture. At one recent general assembly, vigorous upward wiggles greeted a 
suggestion that Occupy Burlington draft an open letter thanking nearhy merchants 
for their generous support. The group also agreed that a set of volunteers should 
meet widi police and city officials to discuss problems in the park and to emphasize 
the protestors’ intention of acting respectfully. 

On Friday, the assembly also listened to a proposal to “use the old Vermont tech- 
nique of heated bricks” for warmth in the tents on increasingly cold nights. One 
speaker endorsed that idea, but added that hot potatoes might be an even better 
option because “root vegetables are abundant this time of year and you can not only 
use the potatoes for warmth, you can eat them, too." There was no reaction from the 
homeless contingent on that one, either verbally or through hand gestures. 

Occupy Burlington's edge is generally articulated by Jonathan Leavitt, the closest 
approximation to a leader this gende protest has. “We’ve done everything to be in 
compliance with what the city wants,” Leavitt said in reference to a recent letter 
from Mayor Bob Kiss citing alleged violations of various ordinances. “I find it ironic 
and unfortunate, though, diat die Progressive mayor hasn't said anydiing about die 
reasons why we're out here.” © 
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touch with reality? Of course," Ashe 
says. “But does the spirit of what I was 
saying hold true in some ways? Yes. I 
don't think anyone was personally en- 
riching themselves off diis." 

Ashe pledges that his administration 
would include people of all political 
parties to head off “partisan bickering” 
and would meet more frequently with 
city councilors. 

His agenda for city hall is ambitious. 
Along with finding a new partner for 
Burlington Telecom, Ashe has outlined 
an economic development vision that 
imagines jump-starting the Moran 
Plant project, enhancing die waterfront 
parcel known as the North 40 with bo- 
tanical gardens or other amenities, re- 
pairing the bike path, and redeveloping 
the Battery Street railyard into 13 acres 
of retail, residential and commercial 
properties. 

“This is not going to happen over- 
night," Ashe concedes. “We're talking 
about a 20-year vision." 

Born in Holliston, Mass., the young- 
est of four boys, Ashe came to Burlington 
to study history and English at the 
University of Vermont and graduated 
in 1999. He attended Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government, earninga master’s 
in public policy in 2004. Ashe served on 
the city council from 2004 to 2008 as 
a Progressive, representing a section of 
the Old North End. Today, he works as a 
project manager for affordable-housing 
developer Cadiedral Square. 

Ashe won the endorsement of the 
American Federation of Teachers of 
Vermont, the union representing hospi- 
tal and university workers, hundreds of 
whom call Burlington home. 

He promises he would not run as a 
Prog if he loses the caucus. Ashe is less 
definite about his senate seat He says 
he wouldn't seek reelection in 2012, but 
might hang on to the seat beyond next 
March to cast critical votes and ensure 
that Chittenden County isn't “one vote 

(Ashe is the domestic partner of 
Seven Days publisher Paula Routly. See 
disclosure on page 7). 

Miro Weinberger 
Miro Weinberger is running for mayor 
— and he wants you to run with him. 
The 41-year-old businessman and air- 
port commissioner is turning his regular 
jogs into meet-the-ean didate events he 
calls “Running for Mayor: The Sprint.’’ 
The next one is set for November 10, 
three days before Burlington Democrats 
gather to pick their nominee. 

After years of working for other poli- 
ticians, Weinberger is malting his first 


bid for elected office. He has two goals 
in mind: “putting the fiscal house back 
in order" and "restoring trust in die 

Weinberger estimates that between 
Burlington Telecom debt, pensions and 
other costs, the city faces liablilites to- 
taling $80 million. He believes he can 
shave 10 percent off that figure — or $8 
million - with “smarter governance" 
and by finding "efficiencies.” 

At the first candidates' forum, 
something else made Weinberger stand 
out He was the only Democrat who 
wouldn't take GOP candidate Kurt 
Wright's idea of selling Burlington 
Electric Department off the table. 

“I didn't have a knee-jerk response. 
I did my homework, looked into it fur- 
ther,” he says, adding that he now thinks 
the plan is “half baked.” 

More than any candidate, 
Weinberger has put out detailed policy 
plans addressing finances, schools and 
the doomed Minor League Baseball 
field. While that gives voters a clearer 
picture of his priorities, Weinberger 
says, “There's no doubt I have lost a few 
votes by takingclear positions. 

"My read on what people want right 
now is someone who is serious, who 
will address these issues head on and 
who is going to be frank,” he says. 

A die-hard baseball fan, Weinberger 
has pitched a plan for saving Centennial 
Field, home of the Lake Monsters, 
which immediately touched off a 
metaphor-laden skirmish with oppo- 
nent Tim Ashe. Ashe called the plan “a 
swing and a miss,” saying it depended 
on legislation Montpelier is unlikely 
to pass. Weinberger responded that 
Ashe “wasn't watching the same game," 
noting that a pending bill in Montpelier 
would address that very hurdle. 

“I didn't promise I could pull this 
off," Weinberger says. “I said this is an 
example of something I'd try to do.” 

The only candidate raised in Vermont, 
Weinberger grew up in Hartland, where 
his parents moved “to get away from 
Ronald Reagan when he was governor 
of California," Weinberger says. He 
graduated from Yale University in 1993 
and earned his master's in public policy 
and urban planning from Harvard's 
Kennedy School of Government in 1998. 

Weinberger interned for U.S. Sen. 
Patrick Leahy (D -VT) and worked 
on the unsuccessful U.S. Senate cam- 
paign of Democrat Harris Wofford in 
Pennsylvania in 1994. 

Weinbetger is part of a local 
American -history book club that lias 
taken eight years to cover pre-Co- 
lumbian times to die start of the 20di 
century. Even Weinberger’s house has a 
IN THE RUNNING » P.19 
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without putting a "for sale" sign on the city's 
most treasured assets, such as BED. 

Richard Sugarman 

BURLINGTON 


FUSION CONFUSION 

Who is the real Tim Ashe [Bair Game, 
October 26]? As a Burlington voter who is 
an independent, I have been following the 
mayoral race with interest 

1 can't understand why die Democrats 
arc so hesitant to point out the obvi- 
ous about Tim Ashe. He is a Progressive 
who appears uncomfortable running as 
a Progressive. Ashe says he is a “fusion" 
candidate. That means he expects 
Democrats to support him while he works 
for Progressives. Check out the YouTube 
video of "Democrat” Tim Ashe nominating 
Bob Kiss for mayor in 2009 and singing the 
praises of Bob Kiss while dissing Democrat 
Andy Montroll. 

Ashe says he isn’t doing the “expedient” 
thing by running as a Democrat. Who is he 
trying to kid? He is doing the most opportu- 
nistic tiling lie could do by using Democrats 
for his own political gain. 

Watch another You Tube video of Ashe 
denying there were any major problems 
with Burlington Telecom and thanking Bob 
Kiss and Jonathan Leopold for all the won- 
derful work they have done with BT. 

If Tim Ashe wanted to exhibit real in- 
tegrity. he would run as a Progressive and 
leave the Democrats to nominate their own 
candidate. 1 hope he will. 

Paul Cummings 

BURLINGTON 


THOUGHTFUL CANDIDATE 

Party pooper [Fair Game, October 26]? Tim 
Ashe? I think we can all respect the idea 
that choosing a mayor isn’t just about the 
§ party; it's about selecting a candidate who 
can best lead this city forward, regardless 
in of political affiliation. It's understandable 
< that Tim Ashe might not guarantee an en- 
2 dorsement. To me. that just says he’s being 
j)j thoughtful and honest about how he’s an- 
swering questions, and that he has integrity 
and the backbone to take on this position. 
That's exactly what we would like to see in 
g our next mayor. Tim Ashe has the experi- 

Katharine Montstream 

BURLINGTON 


| ASHE IS A UNIFIER 

p [Re Feedback, November 2; Fair Game, 
jjj October 26 & November 2]; For 30 years, 
many liberal Democrats have suggested 
that Progressives should join forces with 
them, instead of opposing one another 
at the ballot box. Now that Tim Ashe is 
^ doing just that, a small but vocal group of 
< Democrats, mostly affiliated with Mini 
o Weinberger's campaign, are criticizing Tim 
£ for giving them what they've been asking 


for! Suggesting that Tim is a "Progressive 
in Democrats' clothing." despite the fact 
that Tim has twice been elected to the state 
senate as a Democrat/Progressive, is non- 
sensical It is ironic that while Tim is trying 
to run a unity campaign, some are criticiz- 
ing him for his efforts to set a new tone in 
Burlington politics. Isn't it time we got past 
this kind of self-defeating silliness? Let's 
support Tim Ashe in the Democratic caucus 
next week, and elect Tim as mayor in March 
to get Burlington moving forward again. 

Erin Hanley 

BURLINGTON 


CALL TO PROGS 

to defy our innocent belief in the diversity 
of opportunity in our fair city [Fair Gome, 
October 19]. The Democratic primary 
presents a group of white men. and can 
we doubt that the Republicans will do 
the same? They may be good candidates, 
but how is it possible that there is not one 
candidate of color, not one woman, not one 
member of the queer, transgendercd. trans- 
sexual community, not one person who 
could bring an authentically new. fresh 
vision to the governance of this city? 

If you believe that Burlington is a city of 

political refugees and people of color and 
radical lesbians and multilingual children 
and home-sharers and meals-on-wheelers 
and musicians and ice cream makers and 
microbrewers and tai-chiers and hot skiers 
and who even knows what else anymore, 
go to Burlington City Hall, check out the 
photos of past mayors, all of them, and ask 
yourself, “Is this all there is?” 

It doesn't have to be this way. There 
is a third party. It has served us well, but 
the good old boys who have run it for 30 
years have done their best and their time 
has run ouL But the party remains; it just 
needs some rock and roll. And lots of fresh 
faces. And some truly progressive leader- 
ship. The Rainbow Coalition went out 
with the election of Barack Obama, but its 
legacy in Burlington is enormous: Seize it! 
There will be a progressive caucus. Flood 
it, demand to be represented, reach for the 
mayor's office. One of you can get it; we 
will all bcncfiL 

Louis Mannie Lionni 

BURLINGTON 
Editor’s note: In fact. State Rep. Jason 
Lorber, a Democrat running for mayor 
of Burlington, is a married gay man. 


IN BERNIES FOOTSTEPS 

It is easy to attack a candidate who is forg- 
ing a new road by running a fusion cam- 
paign with the title Democrat-Progressive 
[Feedback, "Miro's the Man," November 
2], Following in the tradition of US. Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, who was once the mayor of 
our great city, Tim Ashe is his own person. 
Bernie has remained his own person 
throughout his political career, standing 
strong for the people of Vermont above any 
party label. Similarly, I believe Tim Ashe 


embodies die best of both Democratic and 
Progressive values. 

We need an experienced leader who 
will unite the people of Burlington and 
restore responsibility, accountability and 
transparency to city hall. Tim has been in 
Burlington for 16 years working on behalf 
of all residents of our city. His record is 
impressive; He worked as an aide to Bernie 
Sanders, served on the Burlington City 
Council for five years, organized low-in- 
come residents of mobile-home parks and 
now works with Cathedral Square develop- 
ing affordable housing for seniors. Tim is 
serving his second term as a state senator i n 
the Vermont legislature. He is the only can- 
didate with the broad municipal, state and 
federal government experience to serve the 
city effectively. I also believe that Tim is the 
only Democratic candidate with the depth 
of knowledge, skills and experience to beat 
Kurt Wright in March. 

Tim Ashe will build on the successes of 
our vibrant and unique community. I hope 
you will join me in supporting him at the 
Democratic caucus on Sunday, November 13. 

Kelley Goulette 
BURLINGTON 
Goulette is a constituent advo- 
cate for Sen. Bernie Sanders. 


TECH ISSUE CLICKED 

The whole tech issue 
was terrific [October 26]. 
As an old woman, I don't 
know a lot about new 
technologies. I learned 
so many fascinating 
things in this issue. 
Keep up the education, 
please. Keep informing 
me about the world of 
the 21st century! Thanks 
aloL 

Sophie Quest 

SOUTH BURLINGTON 


IPAD DISCONNECT? 

I found Andy Bromage’s story [“iPads 
for Alt Public Schools in Northwestern 
Vermont Make Education Interactive,” 
October 26] to be at once infuriating and 
profoundly dispiriting for its unquestioned 
assumption that our children’s future 
shouldbe defined by digital technology. 

“Not really rigorous learning, but if 
you've got downtime, there’s worse things 
you could be doing." says Bellows Free 
Academy Fairfax middle school principal 
Tbm Walshofagame that one of his eighth- 
grade students likes because he gets to “vi- 
ciously attack cats and dogs with throwing 

Meanwhile, technology coordinator 
Tom Mays notes that some of the students’ 
parents have not embraced the digital era. 
'They spend most of their time cutting 
down trees in the middle of the woods," 
he says, as if that were some sort of moral 

Do none of our education leaders 
wonder if the pursuit of technology in the 


classroom has a downside? Is none of them 
concerned by the widening chasm between 
our children and the natural world that 
provides the basis for their very survival? 
Can it truly be that none of them makes 
the connection between the fact that the 
average American child now spends S3 
hours per week on a digital device and our 
cultured increasing apathy toward nature? 

When superintendent Ned Kirsch says 
of his kids, “Their whole world is a digital 
world,” and that he wants ensure that all 
schools follow suit, my heart breaks for 
Vermont’s children. I dearly hope that in 
this rush to embrace the latest techno- 
gadgetry, someone is taking these young 
people deep into a forest to sit against the 
rough bark of a sugar maple and just be. But 
somehow, I doubt it 

Ben Hewitt 

CABOT 


BETTER EDUCATION 

of young children, I am compelled to write 
in response to “iPads for All: Public Schools 
in Northwestern Vermont Make Education 
Interactive." [October 26] about an iPad 
initiative in a Vermont school. It’s remark- 
able that [three days earlier] New York 
Times published a contrasting article about 
a Waldorf school in Silicon Valley that be- 
lieves that computers 
and elementary school 
“don't mix." The school 
featured in the Times is 
not a fringe school but 
a school where execu- 
tives from tech giants 
such as eBay. Google. 
Apple and Yahoo send 
their kids. For me. 
the heart of the Times 
article lives in this 
quote by Paul Thomas: 
"Teaching is a human 
experience." Yes. we 
live in the digital world, 
but let's take a moment 
to ask ourselves: “What do we want for our 
children? What do we want them to value?” 

The Seven Days article references 
how schoolchildren are being spared the 
"messy" human element - and are instead 
choosing digital interactions that can be 
edited and updated instantly. This is a 
powerfully attractive way of living and it 
is no surprise that children are enthusias- 
tic about it. But maintaining relationships 
takes real work and skills that are learned 
in person, face to face - not from a screen 
There is another alternative to handheld 
devices: hands. Get the children building 
engaging the natural world and routinely 
participating in useful work. Allow chil- 
dren to move their bodies throughout the 
day. solve complicated problems with 
pencils and paper - and. most importantly, 
build real relationships with real people. 

David Sewell McCann 
CHARLOTTE 



local matters 


In the Running « P .i7 

political backstory: The Hill Section 
home where he lives with his wife 
and 5-and-a-haIf-year-old daughter 
was once die residence of former US. 
Attorney Joe A. McNamara. 

By day, Weinbergerruns die Hartland 
Group, a housing development and 
consultancy business that puts together 
mixed-use projects around Vermont. In 
Burlington, the firm is developing the 
former Packard automobile showroom 
on North Avenue into loft apartments 
and a cafe. 

Heading into the caucus, Weinberger 
boasts some big numbers: more than 
200 public supporters (whom he lists on 
his website) and S 2 9 , 5 88 raised (almost 
half from out-of-state donors). 

Jason Lorber 

Jason Lorber doesn't just want to be 
Burlington’s next mayor. He wants to be 
its “chief marketing officer." 

The 44-year-old state legislator and 
business owner says the next mayor will 
need strong communication skills to 
accomplish his agenda. For Lorber, die 
top priorities are to "restore trust and 
restore fiscal stability.” 

“You can’t do either one of those 
without strong communication skills," 

That comes naturally for Lorber, an 
amateur standup comedian whose re- 
search and marketing business, Aplomb 
Consulting teaches improvisation to 
business executives. As a performer, 
he may be best known for his Moo 
Jew Comedy shtick, doing standup at 
Chinese restaurants at Christmastime. 

Lorber was the first entrant into die 
mayor’s race. His unofficial launch was 
an op-ed in the Burlington Free Press call- 
ing for a “clean slate" at city hall. He says 
city government needs better bookkeep- 
ing clearer communication with city 
councilors and improved transparency. 

Transparency is something of a 
buzzword in this campaign, but Lorber 
says it has real meaning for him. He 
released his list of campaign donors and 
expenditures weeks ago, even though 
the law doesn't require their release 
until after die caucus. He supported 
bills in Montpelier to penalize agencies 
that widihold public records. 

Lorber even holds up a transparency 
lens to one of the more sensitive events 
in his personal life: when, at age 21, he 
told his parents he is gay. 

“I was scared of what they were 
going to do,” Lorber recalls. “They stood 
with me and they taught me that we are 
stronger when we confront who we are, 
when we address the issues in our lives 
that may be a little messy." 


Born in Philadephia, Lorber was 
raised in Long Beach, Calif., the son of 
a public school teacher and a neurolo- 
gist. He graduated from University of 
California, Berkeley, in 1989 with a 
degree in rhetoric, and earned a mas- 
ter’s in business administration from 
Stanford University in 1995. 

Lorber moved to Vermont in 2002 
when his husband got a job teach- 
ing at St. Michael's College. In 2005, 
he won a seat in the state House of 
Representatives. His priority was work- 
ing on single-payer health care, but he 
ended up tackling another vexing and 
expensive problem: prisons. 

Not convinced he was getting the 
full picture at public hearings, Lorber 
conducted a series of off-the-record 
interviews with corrections commis- 
sioners, parole officers, advocates and 
inmates, and released their anonymous 
insights in a report titled “53 Voices on 
Corrections in Vermont.” 

Lorber also touts his work on the 
so-called Farm to Plate initiative, 
which makes $5000 state grants to 
ag-related businesses. His commit- 
tee was shaping the program in 2009 
when it was called “something like the 
Vermont Agriculture Sustainability and 
Investment Program,” he says. 

“I said, “We need to get a name for 
this,”' Lorber says. “I said, I’m a market- 
ing guy. Trust me You don’t have a name 
for this.’" Someone threw out “farm to 
plate" and Lorber jumped on it 

“I wasn’t an expert on agriculture. 
I wasn’t an expert on prisons,” he says. 
“But by taking these projects on, I 
became an expert, of sorts." 

Lorber opposes the idea to sell 
Burlington Electric, but he has 
floated selling off or regionalizing the 
Burlington International Airport and 
using tlie money to fund local transpor- 
tation projects such as bike lanes and 
new bus routes. 

"Let’s call it a ‘shareport,”’ says 
Lorber. “Share the burden and the 
benefits.” 

Cycling is another priority for Lorber 
and something he has addressed at the 
20 “backyard brainstorm" sessions 
he’s held during thecampaign. An avid 
cyclist, he believes Burlington can be 
the “bike capital of the country." © 


H ltie Burlington Democratic Mayoral 
Caucus takes place on Sunday. 


November 12. at Memorial Auditorium at 



Andy Bromage discusses Burlington's 
Democratic mayoral caucus on 
Wednesdays • Hie :30" on WCAX. 



Refinance your mortgage and lower your payments.* 


Mortgage rates are at historic lows. Even if you refinanced 
before, you may be able to reduce your payment even further. 
Our lenders will gladly assist you in evaluating what 
options are available. 

The application process is quick and easy. You can 
apply online, visit a branch, or we can meet with you 
in person at your home or office. 

Want to refinance on the fly? Sign up where pigs fly. 


NORTHFIELD 

SAVINGS BANK 

www.nsbvt.com 800-NSB-CASH 
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‘Example: $1,400 annual savings assumes the refinance of an existing mortgage from a fixed interest 
rate of 5. 1 25% to 4 1 25% (4. 1 5 1 % APR) on a $200,000 mortgage for 30 years with 20% equity. Subiect 
to underwriting standards and loan approval by our underwriters, Rates are subject to change. 





From Library to Living Quarters: A 
Winooski Landmark Is Transformed 


ART 



C ard-carrying members of the 

WINOOSKI MEMORIAL LIBRARY Still 
occasionally show up at the 
East Spring Street location, 
even diough the library moved into its 
current quarters in the champlain miu. in 
2005. Mosdy, though, the curious pass- 
ersby are neighbors who wonder what 
die heck is going on in the cinderblock 
building where the library had been for 
nearly five decades. 

What's going on is a top-to-bottom 
renovation; within a few months, the 
former library will become a private, 
one-family home, explain current 
owners and business partners jake 
jacobson and Jennifer mills. They've 
been hard at work gutting the one-story- 
with-basement structure: The roof has 
already been replaced; energy-efficient 
windows and doors are in; an upscale 
limestone tub has been purchased for the 
master bath. Of course, it will be a while 
before this place is inhabitable, never 


mind bathable. But the pace is steady, 
and Jacobson, 39, and Mills, 40, have 
been keeping track of their progress on 
a blog recently shared with Winooski- 
ites on the Front Porch Forum. Mills, 
whose parents live on a sailboat and 
keep in touch through a blog, thought 
“this would be a neat way for family and 
friends, and for the people of Winooski, 
to follow what we’re doing There's a lot 
of memories here." 

On a recent chilly morning the two 
take a break to show a reporter around. 
The interior still reeks of mildew. 
We stand outside to talk. Just below 
the roofline, the ghost of “Winooski 
Memorial Library 1963” clings to die 
white wall; Jacobson and Mills removed 
die aluminum letters and numbers and 
plan to use them in die future home. A 
large transformer on a concrete plat- 
form looms in the small front yard. Mills, 
who works at the Key Bank and is also 
a professional gardener, says she plans 


to obscure the behemoth rectangle with 
trellises, wrought iron and plants. She 
envisions a patch of herbs in die brick 
planter in front of the bank of windows. 

Jacobson, a NECI-trained former 


chef who has worked in various venues 
out of state — and in Vermont, with 
dish catering and penny close and as a 
personal chef — seems to have learned 
all the requisite building skills as well: 


A Woodstock Paint Company Joins the 
Guggenheim in a Colorful Venture 


— 


§ 


A high-end Vermont paint com- 
pany is expanding as a result 
of a deal it recently made 
with New York’s Guggenheim 

Museum. 

Under the exclusive licensing ar- 
rangement, the terms of which were 
not disclosed. Woodstock-based fine 
paints of Europe and the Guggenheim 
are joindy marketing two lines of colors 
for use in homes and businesses. One 
consists of 150 paint colors inspired by 
works in the museum’s extensive collec- 
tion of modem art; the paints re-create 
die palettes of Cezanne, Van Gogh and 
Kandinsky, among others. The second 
includes 50 hues that Guggenheim cu- 
rators and designers have used in the 
museum’s Frank Lloyd Wright- designed 
building on Fifth Avenue, which opened 
in 1959. 

“We have chosen Fine Paints of 
Europe to develop these new collections 
because of the company’s expertise in 
re-creating even the subdest nuances of 
color and because of the quality of the 
paint itself,” says Karen Meyerhoff, the 


Guggenheim's managing director for 
business development. 

The museum was specifically drawn 
by the company’s unique tinting system, 
says JOHN lahey, founder and president 
of Fine Paints of Europe. An in-house 
color-reading 
device developed 
by the company’s 
techies “enables 
us to create a for- 
mula for produc- 
ing any color in 
the world," Lahey 
explains. He’s 
also proud of his 
paints’ pedigree, 
which is traced to 
the family-owned 
paint company in 
die Nedierlands 
from which Lahey sources ingredients. 

It was on a trip to Amsterdam in 1987 
that Lahey experienced an epiphany 
that led him to a new career after 
several years in die wine industry. He 
recalls being stunned by the beauty of a 


green-enamel facade that he glimpsed 
in a restaurant. Lahey found out where 
to get a bucket of that green paint, and 
he brought it back to his home in the 
Hudson Valley. 

He knew just where to use it: on a 
kitchen door that 
his three dogs 
scratched so much 
that it had to be 
repainted once a 
year. The Dutch 
paint looked great 
- so much so that 
it drew admiring 
comments from 
“everyone who vis- 
ited, from die UPS 
guys to my bridge 
partners,” Lahey 
relates. The paint 
also proved so durable diat, despite the 
pups’ scratching, the door remained un- 
blemished a year later. 

Lahey figured there would be a big 
market in the U.S. for this kind of paint. 
“We live in a country diat put a man on 


THE PAINTS RE-CREATE THE 
PAEETTES DF 

CEZANNE, VAN GOGH 
AND KANDINSKY, 

AMONG OTHERS. 


the moon, developed the polio vaccine 
and built supercomputers, but that can't 
produce paint that lasts more than a few 
years," he comments. 

Fine Paints of Europe was founded 
in Blooming Grove, N.Y., not far from 
Lahey’s home. Soon, though, he was 
looking to relocate and inquired with 
economic- development agencies in 
Massachusetts, Maine and Vermont 
about moving the business to one of 
diose states. Lahey was persuaded to 
choose Vermont after getting a call from 
dien-govemor Howard dean, who made a 
45-minute sales pitch. 

It proved a smart move. “The power 
of the Vermont brand — its association 
with high quality — is such diat I'd radier 
have die business located in Woodstock 
dian on Park Avenue [in Manhattan],” 
Lahey says. 

The deal with the Guggenheim is 
having a “dramatic impact” on his busi- 
ness, adds Lahey, and could provide 
some sweet payback to his adopted 

A WOODSTOCK PAINT COMPANY » P.22 
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plumbing, electricity, carpentry. These 
were honed after he bought a foreclosed 
home on North Street just blocks away. 
“It was a mess,” he recalls. 

Jacobson plans to keep 
the brick facade on the li- 
brary but cover the cinder- 
btock widi metal siding; 
cedar shingles will go 
the gables, and the 
will be wrapped in copper. 

Overall, the exterior will 
be retro-meets- industrial. 

Inside, Jacobson 
tinues, there’s 
floor plan for the living 
room and the kitchen — 
the latter outfitted with 
granite and stainless counters and 
architectural-grade appliances. His 
current job at Lowe's helps: Jacobson 
can get quality materials at a discount. 
The drop ceiling is coming out, expos- 
ing a high, pitched ceiling There will 
be three bedrooms and two baths, and 
an entertainment den downstairs. The 
approximate asking price: $250,000. 
Jacobson notes he's already had inqui- 
ries about the place. 


"Winooski is becoming more of an 
urban living community," he surmises. 

An urban-minded future resident 
will not mind, then, die 
diminutive yard, the mini- 
mal parking, the frontage 
on a well-traveled street. 
The building is snug 
against a driveway that 
'es die apartment 
building next door; the 
back is a concrete plain 
for tenants' cars. 

But then there are die 
advantages: This home 
will be utterly unique and 
have a conversation-wor- 
thy history. It’s a relatively 
affordable option in Chittenden County. 
It’s close to downtown Winooski’s bars, 
restaurants and coffee shop, and near a 
bus line to Burlington. And, not least, 
it’s just a few blocks’ walk from die 
Winooski Memorial Library. ® 


H The transformation of library to home 
can be followed at I ibraryd welling. 
blogspot.com. 


URBAN-LIVING 
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JAKE JACOBSON 



GO, PHISH 

The benefits for victims of Tropical 
Storm Irene just dont stop. And 
that's a good thing, because 
al I is not yet righted after the 
devastating floods that hit 
Vermont at the end of August, phish’s 
September 14 benefit at the Champlain Valley Expo continues, 
too, in a way: The phab phour provided creative habitat of Burlington with 
a groovy concert poster signed by the band members, photos from the 
show and a handsome steel-gray commemorative T-shirt featuring rubber 
galoshes, all neatly arranged and framed. This is available for one lucky 
winner of a raffle. The piece is on view at the Shelburne Road store and on its 
website. 

The money goes to the band's philanthropic waterwheel foundation. 
which in turn is allocated to flood relief says Creative Habitat co-owner mark 
cowling. Raffle tickets are only $5 — available at the store or online — and the 
drawing is Tuesday. November 15. 

Meanwhile, the store is also offering yet another flood bennie from a 
homegrown enterprise. Shelburne-based keep vermontweird. KVW, which also 
sells tees and bumper stickers with that slogan, has created a grass-green, 
heavy cotton T-shirt that says THE VERMONT WAY" in fat, yellow block letters 
on the front, with "WE JUST ROLL WITH IT on the back. Fifty percent of 
profits from the $25 shirt goes to the Vermont Irene Flood Relief Fund, says 
KVW co-owner mike olson — and the rest to the three Vermont businesses 
involved: KVW, sb.ect design, which makes the shirts, and Northfielcfs comfort 
colors, which dyes them. Roll on. ® 

PAMELA POLSTON 

creat ivehabitatvt.com, phish.com/waterwheel, keepvermontweird.com 
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VINTAGE INSPIRED 


Lifestyle m 


ARKETPLACE 


180 Flynn Ave Suite #2, Burlington, VT • 802.578.8304 
ANTIQUES • CUFUOUS GOODS • ART • TREASURES 


A vibrant new marketplace opening on November 18th for antique dealers, 
artists and local craftspersons. Limited vendor space available. 

For more info email: Mary@vintageinspired.net 



Two travelling teachers seek 
work on the Iran-lraq border 
with their blackboards 
on their backs, but find 
that neither the Kurdish 
inhabitants of the area, nor 
the Iraqi refugees who have 
moved to the region, are 
interested in their services. 


UVM’s Bilungs Lecture Hali 
$10.00/ $4.00 Student 
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QUICK LIT 

Defying the crowd is almost an 
axiom of the young-adult genre, 
deeply influenced as it is by the 
Holden Caulfield model. But in 
Bern kanell's The 
Secret Room, the 
young heroine would 
rather fit into her 
close-knit, traditional 
community than 
stand out. And, the 
author suggests, that's 
just fine, provided 
the community can 
accommodate a few 
outsiders who question 
its ways. 

The setting is 
a fictional Northeast 
Kingdom village. Kanell, the 
author of a previous YA novel, co- 
owns kingdom books in Waterford. 
Like fellow NEK writer david stahler 
Jr. in his recent novel spinning 
out, she's chosen for her young 
protagonist a native who bonds with 
a more affluent newcomer. Eighth 
grader Shawna Lee is accustomed 
to hearty farm fare and heavy farm 
chores. Many things about her new 
friend Thea's home perplex her, such 
as the dainty salad she's served as 
a main course. But culture clash 
fades into the background when the 
two girls discover a hidden room in 
Thea's basement. Could it have been 
a stop on the Underground Railroad? 

In a smart twist Kanell paints 



the adults in the novel as quicker to 
jump to that romantic conclusion 
than the middle schoolers are. 
Encouraged by a tough history 
teacher to ferret out the facts, 
Shawna and Thea become archive 
sleuths. 

The revelations 
that emerge about 

aren't stunning (they 
seldom are in historical 
research), and Shawna's 
parallel, more disturbing 
discovery about her 
own family is too heavily 
foreshadowed to surprise. 

But the novel's power 
is in its light touch with 
weighty subjects. Kanell 
finds low-key, constructive 
ways to broach issues that 
cause real conflict when 
flatlanders" settle in rural Vermont, 
such a s th e comprehen sion gap 
between Shawna's church-going 
family and Thea's nonobservant 
one. The author also shows — more 
gently than Jamie Oliver ever could 
— that, while Shawna's mom's food 
is delectable and made with love, 
it's making her fat The real food 
revolution, the novel suggests, will 
take place in homes across the 
nation where kids from health- 
conscious families stop their friends 
from taking that third cookie. © 


MARGOT HARRISON 
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state. With branches in Venice, Berlin, 
Abu Dhabi and Bilbao, Spain, the 
museum has a global reach, and that has 
already resulted in several queries from 
potential customers outside of North 
America, Lahey says. He expects to 
bulk up his 16-person workforce in the 
coming months. 

Fine Paints of Europe aims to con- 
tinue doing business with Vermonters, 
as well, Lahey says. He notes that the 
company supplied paints for 600 ma- 
hogany windows installed a few years 
ago in four buildings on the Middlebury 
College campus. 

Well-heeled institutions such as 
Middlebury, along with moneyed 
homeowners and successful corpora- 
tions, account for the company’s sales. 
A gallon of standard house paint from 
most companies can be bought for $25 
or less; Fine Paints of Europe charges 
$130 for two-thirds of a gallon. “Our 
paint is pretty pricey,” Lahey allows. 



“but consider that die paint on a Chevy 
costs $300 a gallon.” Besides, he notes, 
his company's paints yield up to 50 per- 
cent more coverage per ounce than tra- 
ditional U.S. coatings. Most Americans 
in need of a paint job will probably still 
head to the hardware store to pick up 
some Sherwin-Williams or Benjamin 
Moore. But with the Guggenheim's 
cachet enhancing its upscale allure, 
Fine Paints of Europe may be able to 
widen its market niche. ® 


O nnepalntsofeurope.com 
guggenheimcolorbyfpe.com 








hey just don’t get it" 

That’s what women 
were saying almost exactly 
20 years ago, when the U.S. 
Senate endorsed Clarence Thomas' 
nomination to the Supreme Court. Law 
professor Anita Hill had come forward 
with precise and sickening details of the 
nominee's campaign of sexual harass- 
ment 10 years before that Hill told how 
her boss bragged to her about his penis 
size and his prowess at oral sex, dis- 
cussed pornographic movies and picked 
up a Coke can and asked who had left a 
pubic hair on top of it. 

You couldn’t make this stuff up. Yet 
Thomas' champions interrogated Hill 
as if she had. After his famously smarmy 
performance, Republican Pennsylvania 
Sen. Arlen Specter emerged from the 
hearing room to announce “Her cred- 
ibility is demolished." 

Meanwhile, Thomas portrayed Hill 
as a frustrated, homy fantasist and 
himself as a perceived "uppity black,” 
the victim of a racist plot — a “high- 
tech lynching.” At least two other ac- 
cusers were ready to testify, but Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chair Joe Biden 
declined to call them. Many critics hold 
the Delaware Democrat responsible for 
Thomas’ ascent to the bench. 

First time tragedy, second time farce? 
It may have seemed that way recendy, 
when one and then - at this writing 
- two more women revealed they had 
been sexually harassed by Tea Party dar- 
ling Herman Cain, and the presidential 
hopeful responded that he, too, was the 
victim of a high-tech lynching. 

As in 1991, Cain's conservative white 
pals rose up against an imagined left- 
wing conspiracy incensed by the idea 
of a black conservative (that was before 
it became a Rick Perry campaign con- 
spiracy). The only difference this time 
around is that the leggy hlond blowhard 
on the team is Ann Coulter, not Laura 

Cain is a jester to Thomas' seethingvil- 
lain. But in die context of current politics, 
this rerun of history is worse dian farce, 
worse than tragedy. It's a horror story. 

For one thing, 1991 was die beginning 
of what felt like a rebirth of the wom- 
en’s movement During the hearings, 
Americans expressed more sympathy 
for Thomas than for Hill. But feminists 
changed die conversation. “They just 
don’t get it” became a national rallying 
cry, not only about elected officials but 


about men in general. George H.W. Bush 
felt enough pressure to sign the Civil 
Rights Act of 1991, which strengdiened 
die enforcement of workplace-discrimi- 
nation laws, giving plaintiffs the right to 
trial by jury and damages for emotional 
distress. Then, in 1992, national elec- 
tions swept an unprecedented number 
of female congressional candidates - 
many of them openly feminist - into 
office, along widi Bill Clinton, who cam- 
paigned with the tough, smart, egalitar- 
ian Hillary by his side. 

Today? Sarah Palin and her grizzly 
sisterhood call themselves feminists 
(though - thanks for small blessings - 
Michele Bachmann renounces the label). 

And while die GOP candidates out- 
shout each other with vows to destroy the 
government, thdr party is deploying gov- 
ernment to destroy the rights of women. 

In response to Obama’s health care 
reform law and new federal rules re- 
quiring insurers to cover contraception 
and odier reproductive medicine with- 
out copays, congressional anti-choicers 
are pushing the Respect for Rights of 
Conscience Act. The regs already allow 
religious institutions to opt out, but 


diat's not enough for supporters of die 
RRCA, which would exempt any em- 
ployer, insurer or health care provider 
from offering “specific items or services 
.. contrary to ... religious beliefs or moral 
convictions." That, some Democrats 
have pointed out, could mean drug 
rehab or treatment for gay people widi 
HIV/AIDS. 

The Center for Reproductive Rights 
reports that in the first half of 201L 
state legislatures passed more dian 
SO measures restricting abortion and 
undermining preventive care and 
family planning. In Mississippi, a state 
constitutional amendment defining a 
person as “every human being from the 
moment of fertilization, cloning, or die 
functional equivalent thereof" looks 
likely to win voters' approval. Aldiough 


the amendment doesn’t use the word 
“abortion,” it would equate the termina- 
tion of a pregnancy with murder, with 
no exception for rape, incest or protec- 
tion of the mother’s life. Doctors have 
said it would criminalize most contra- 
ception and even miscarriage. But op- 
ponents aren’t fighting the proposal on 
the grounds that women have a right 
to choose their reproductive destinies. 
They’re appealing to “pro-life” voters in 
hopes that diey, too, will find die word- 
ing so vague that the amendment could, 


for instance, allow fetuses to be counted 
as persons in carpooling lanes. 

According to Personhood USA, simi- 
lar amendment campaigns are under- 
way in 13 other states. 

In case you think this is all just po- 
litical fanaticism — which it is - and 
women’s sexual equality is alive and well 
... it isn't In Egypt Mubarak’s probable 
successor, Hazem Salah Abu Ismail, is 
clarifying his vow to bring reasonable 
Islamist law to the country by telling a 
TV interviewer that, under him, women 
wearing two-piece bathing suits on 
the beach would be arrested. Even die 
Occupy movement is keeping a safe dis- 
tance from sexual politics (in spite of the 
whiff of feminism I described in the last 
column). We are the 99 Percent? 

And this just in, from the September 


sexual dysfunction has been identified 
— “female premature orgasm,” defined 
as climax diat occurs widi “minimal 
stimulation" or “sometimes even before 
intercourse." Nothing is safe, gals - not 
even theclitoral orgasm. 

By the time this column runs, Herman 
Cain may have fallen on his own, or 
someone else’s, sword. Last week, 
Politicocom published more corrobo- 
ration of the first accuser’s narrative of 
Cain's advances at a National Restaurant 
Association group event: “The woman 
told one of die sources Cain made a sug- 
gestion that she felt was overdy sexual in 
nature and that ‘she perceived diat her 
job was at risk if she didn't do it.”’ You 
could hardly ask for a clearer legal defi- 
nition of sexual harassment 

But Cain's supporters don’t seem to 
care. He is receiving ecstatic ovations 
and raising money like a house afire. A 
Washington Post-ABC poll released the 
day after diose revelations found that 
70 percent of Republicans said the ac- 
cusations would make no difference in 
their votes. Fifty-five percent of the re- 
spondents viewed the reports of sexual 
harassment as “not a serious matter.” 

Judging from everything he's said 
and done, Cain feels the same. Beyond 
the potential political fallout, he seems 
to think diat pressuring a woman to have 
sex (or electrocuting an immigrant) is a 
joke. Maybe Thomas felt the same way 
about Hill. Or maybe neidier guy no- 
ticed what he was doing 

They, and a lot of Americans, still 
don't get it ® 




FARCE. WORSE THAN II 

IT S A HORROR STORY. 
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Dear Cecil, 

I grew up in Alaska and I've 
heard this story forever, 
including when I worked on a 
salmon fishing boat fortwo 
summers. It's the claim of a 
sometimes lethal danger to 
fishermen posed by a large 
halibut landed on deck but 
not yet dead. According to 
the story, a flopping halibut 
broke a commercial fisher- 
man’s leg in two places, 
causing him to bleed to 
death on deck because he 
was alone and couldn't crawl 
to the wheelhouse and radio 
for help. I've landed fairly 
large halibut; they are hard 
to kill, apparently due to a 
small brain and its odd posi- 
tion, and they flop suddenly 
and unpredictably long after 
you think they're deceased. 
But I can't find anything 
definitive about deaths or 
serious injury to fishermen 
from landed halibut Want to 
wrestle with this one? 

Wei Ji 

:ea creatures go, 
i don’t think of 
halibut as being 
k all that dangerous. 
Odier aquatic denizens, sure. 
Sharks, barracudas, sting- 
rays, jellyfish, sea urchins, 
octopuses, squid, moray eels, 
piranha, our little friend the 
candiru... these are names that 
justly inspire dread. The hali- 
but no. The only weaponry you 



figure to need with a halibut is 
a fork and some tartar sauce. 
When a halibut confronts its 
prey, do you think it says, "I am 
Halibut. Fear me”? No, because 
fish can’t talk. But even if they 
could, a halibut wouldn't say 
this, because it knows it’s in the 
peewee leagues of perceived 
marine ferocity. 

You should fear die halibut 
just die same, as one would 
rightly fear anything dial’s 
huge, powerfully muscled and 
prone to thrashing when pulled 
into your boat. Some halibut 
weigh more than 400 pounds 
and have to be killed by beat- 
ing them over the head with a 
club. This is best done surrepti- 
tiously. If instead you do it on 


your reality TV show like Sarah 
Palin before the shocked eyes 
of animal rights activists, you’re 
going to take some heat. 

Native Americans, now, 
they understood halibut. The 
Tsimsliian tribe of the Pacific 
Northwest lias a tale of a mon- 
ster halibut that ate an entire 
canoe, along with the prince 
and two princesses who were 
aboard. Bent on revenge, a two- 
man suicide team paddled out 
to face it and also got eaten. 
However, diey succeeded in 
gutting the fish from the inside 
before expiring, ultimately 
resulting in the giant halibut 
dying too. So, just like the 
ending of Hamlet, only with a 
fish. 

As for the tragic tale re- 
counted above, it's no fish story. 
In August 1973 the Juneau 
Empire reported that a solitary 


Alaska fisherman had indeed 
been killed by a halibut. Joseph 
T. Cash, 67, caught a 150-pound 
specimen near Kupreanof 
Island and succeeded in haul- 
ing it aboard. In the process, 
though, the flailing fish evi- 
dently broke his leg, severing 
an artery and sending Cash 
crashing to the deck, cracking 
three ribs. Though mortally in- 
jured, the stubborn fisherman 
managed to lash himself to the 
boat’s winch to avoid falling 
overboard. He was later found 
there when the boat washed 
ashore — and by God, he still 
had his fish. 

This incident illustrates a 
stark fact: halibut fishing is 
dangerous. Commercial fishing 
in general is one of the riski- 
est occupations in the country, 
with a death rate 32 times the 
average for U.S. workers. Crab 
and other shellfish are the most 
dangerous critters to go after, as 
fans of the Discovery Channel's 
“Deadliest Catch” may know — 
Alaska shell fishermen perish 
at more titan 90 times the U.S. 

Sport fishing is less lethal. 
Nonetheless, horrifying reports 
surface from time to time, many 
emanating from Florida and 
the south Atlantic, which seem- 
ingly teem with angry, bitter 
fish. For example 

• A Florida teenager suffered 
serious injuries to her vocal 
cords after a hound fish 
attacked her, leaping out 
of the water and driving 
its needle-sharp bill into 
her neck, just missing her 
carotid artery. 


A Florida spearfisher, 
diving without a tank, 
drowned when a goliath 
grouper he shot took off 
at high speed, wrapping 
the line around his wrist 
and dragging him to the 
bottom. His body was 
found still tethered to the 
fish. 

Sturgeon leaping from 
the water have injured 
yet more Floridians. In 
2006, a sturgeon knocked 
one person overboard and 
broke the arm of another 
when it jumped over 
their boat. According to 
a news report, it was the 
sixth sturgeon attack that 
summer. 

Finally, sport-fishing-boat 
crewman Ian Card was 
lucky to escape with his 
life after being impaled by 
an 800-pound blue marlin 
near Bermuda. He was 
carried overboard when 
the fish, which had been 
hooked by a passenger, 
leaped over the boat, 
spearing him in midflight. 
Amazingly, Card pushed 
himself off the marlin’s 
spike and made it to the 
surface despite a fist-sized 
hole in his chest. Rescuers 
sensibly cut the marlin 
loose, but mindful of 
Joseph T. Cash, The Old 
Man and the Sea, etc, I 
imagine many old-school 
anglers thought: What, 
you couldn't hang onto the 
damn fish? 



WHISKEY 

TANGO 

FOXTROT 

We just had to ask... 

What’s up with 
thePaneraand 
Outdoor Gear 
Exchange signs? 


W arning; This edition of 
WTF deals withBuriington 
zoning regulations. If you 
think you can stay awake, 

When die natkinal bakery chain 
Panera Bread opened a store on Church 
Street in September, a big illuminated 
sign was installed prominently above its 
front door. Meanwhile, next door at the 
locally owned Outdoor Gear Exchange, 
the store’s hand-carved wooden sign is 
under a glass canopy — practically invis- 
ible to shoppers passing by. 

Seven Days readers may recall the 
minor brouhaha the OGE sign provoked 
this summer when the gear store moved 
from Cherry Street to die former Old Navy 
space on Church. Owner Marc Sherman 
wanted to place the wooden sign - 
which depicts the Green Mountains over 
die motto “Clothing and Equipment for 
an Active Life" — above the glass canopy 
that fronts the Marketplace. He wanted a 
second oval sign that said “OGE” on the 
corner tower of the building. Old Navy 




had large, limited signs in exacdy those 

But city planners objected, saying 
bodi signs would be "inappropriate and 
insensitive” to die building’s Googie, 
space-age style of architecture. Plus, the 
city said they would exceed the zoning 
code’s 14-foot height limit for signs on 
Church Street 

Sherman protested, noting that 
numerous downtown chain stores — 
Macy’s, Starbucks and Borders — all had 
signs higher than 14 feet. But he was told 
diose were grandfadiered in under a pre- 
vious version of the zoning ordinance. 

“The one local business looking to 
put dieir sign above 14 feet is denied," 
Sherman complained at the time. 

And now? Nothing has changed. 
Above Panera is a glowing sign, 17 feet 
off the ground, diat beckons the hungry 
inside for bear claws, granola parfaits 
and Asiago bagel breakfast sandwiches. 
Above OGE is a blank gray facade. Oh, 
and that smaller wood sign crammed 
under the canopy. 

WTF? Was Outdoor Gear Exchange 
die target of some zoning conspiracy 
meant to accommodate corporate chains 


while sticking it to smaller, locally owned 
retailers? 

No. Just die victim of Burlington's 
byzantine zoning rules. The particulars 
get a little technical. 

The Panera sign is what in zoning- 
speak is called “nonconforming” — that 
is, it is larger and sits higher off the 
ground than the current zoning ordi- 
nance allows. Old Navy's sign was non- 
conforming too, but the Panera sign is 
“less nonconforming” than die one it 
replaced, in the estimation of city zoning 
officials. Therefore it could be permitted 
“as a substantially more compliant sign.” 

The OGE sign was apparently even 
more nonconforming. Or, in the words 
of planning and zoning director David 
White, “The wood sign really doesn't fit 
the architectural style of the building.” 

Sherman thought his rustic sign was 
cool. “It adds character to the street, 
which we need," he said in June. “It’s 
what defines our downtown as being dif- 
ferent than a shopping mall." 

But the Development Review Board 
disagreed and sent Sherman back to the 
drawing board to come up with a new 
design — one with “individual channel 


| letters" that would resemble the Old 
5 Navy sign or the Woolwordi’s sign that 
1 graced die facade years ago. 

* In September, OGE came back widi 
new sign proposals and won approval. 
How? By designing something more sim- 
ilar to the Panera sign: individual letters, 
placed at the same height, with the same 
“halo lit” backlighting 

“We’re really happy widi it. They're 
really happy with it. We’re all singing 
’Kumbaya,”' White reports. 

With permits in hand, Sherman says 
local metal artist Kat Clear is working 
with 1\vin State Signs to get the new 
sign fabricated and installed within the 
next few weeks. Though getting permits 
was a “slog,” Sherman says he is "quite 
pleased” with the new look and with his 
interactions with city zoning officials. 

“Regardless of locally owned or not, 
I think this is a great example of how 
two businesses were able to learn from 
each odier's experiences with die city to 
reach a positive end goal," Sherman says, 
adding diat the original wooden sign will 
be hung inside the store. 

And did die lack of a visible sign — a 
store's biggest advertisement — for six 
months cost Outdoor Gear Exchange 
business? 

“So far, we have been quite pleased 
with our foot traffic," Sherman says, 
“even with the minimal signage that we 

Oh, and guess where die new sign will 
be placed? 

Above die glass canopy, in the precise 
spot diat planning and zoning previously 
said was inappropriate. As Sherman said 
all along: “That facade was actually built 
for a sign." 
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T he sun is setting on the Joseph 
C. McNeil Generating Station 
in Burlington’s Intervale, and 
houses and street lamps over- 
looking tlie plant are starting to light up. 
Inside, shift supervisor Frank Vigneau 
sits in a second-floor control room. His 
job is to make sure those twinkling lights 
on the hill never go out unexpectedly. 

From his workstation, Vigneau keeps 
an eye on virtually everything happen- 
ing at die 46-acre facility. Closed-circuit 
TV cameras monitor conveyor belts that 
shovel 76 tons of wood chips per hour 
into die furnace. Computer screens 
show the temperature and pressure 
levels of superheated steam that drives 
die massive turbine, as well as the mix of 


Just outside the control room, at 
the foot of a 10-story-tall boiler, plant 
manager Jolm Irving shouts to be heard 
over the deafening roar of the furnace 
and the 183-ton turbine generator diat 
rumbles the floor beneath us. 

“We’re the only major generating 
source in the load pocket of Vermont," 
he yells, referring to Chittenden County, 
Vermont’s biggest energy user. “So 
when there's a big storm, like die hur- 
ricane or the ice storm ... we're the ones 
who are going to keep the lights on at 
the hospital and the city, not Vermont 
Yankee.” During the Northeast blackout 
of 2003, for example, it was McNeil diat 
kept Burlington lit while most of New 
England was dark. 


says Wright gave her just five minutes' 
heads-up before announcing the plan, 
the centerpiece of his mayoral bid, on 
October 19. 

What was the reacdon of BED'S 90 
union members? 

“Shock and awe," says Jeffrey 
Wimette, business manager at the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical 
Workers Local 300. “It seems foolish to 
sell it _. It's not like they’re getting money 
from the police department or the fire 
department.” Wimette is referring to the 
$2 million in PILOT, or payments in lieu 
of taxes, Burlington receives each year 
from BED and McNeil 

The Queen City has many jewels in 
its crown: Church Street, die Intervale 


“several million” is required for much- 
needed repairs to the Burlington Bike 
Path, a major tourist draw for the city, 
as well as long-overdue upgrades and 
improvements to Burlington public 
schools. 

Wright's proposal certainly sparked a 
reaction. Three of the four Democratic 
challengers lambasted the idea, call- 
ing it “totally half baked" (Tim Ashe), 
“ill informed” (Bram Kranichfeld) and 
“financial malpractice" (Jason Lorber). 
Progressive Mayor Bob Kiss called it 
“shortsighted and irresponsible.” Only 
Miro Weinberger seemed willing to con- 
sider such a "highly unpleasant option” 
as a way of digging Burlington out of its 
fiscal hole. 


§ 


POWER 

IN PLAY 

The risks and rewards of 
privatizing Burlington Electric 



2 gases going up die smokestack — “all die 

S important stuff,” he says. 

One crucial number in the room 
is found on a clipboard hanging on 
die wall behind Vigneau. It contains 
- McNeil’s marching orders from ISO 
2 New England, which manages the entire 

2 region’s wholesale energy market. On 
8 diis particular day, it indicates McNeil 
c will run at SO megawatts, enough juice 

to keep the entire city of Burlington 
M humming on a typical autumn day. 

< But only 25 megawatts of that 
z power will go to Burlington Electric 
| Department, Vermont’s largest mu- 
nicipal utility, which owns 50 percent 
of McNeil. The rest is fed into die 
power grid and consumed by McNeil’s 
other owners: Green Mountain Power, 
Central Vermont Public Service and die 
5 Vermont Public Power Supply Authority 

3 - die last a conglomerate of 12 smaller 
o utilities around die state. 


Irving has been at the plant since it 
was on the drawing board - literally. A 
mechanical engineer, he worked at the 
Boston firm that designed McNeil and 
joined BED while die facility was still 
under construction. It opened in 1984 
and is still one of the world’s largest 
wood-fired power plants. 

“I came here in spite of the fact diat 
it was municipally owned,” says Irving, 
admitting he was skeptical a city depart- 
ment could run the plant as efliciendy as 
private industry could. “But right now, I 
think it’s the best utility in the state of 
Vermont to work for, no doubt in my 
mind. They just have their priorities 
straight.” 

Litde wonder that many of BED'S 125 
employees were blindsided last mondi 
when Republican mayoral candidate 
Kurt Wright proposed selling the utility, 
including its 50 percent stake in McNeil. 
BED General Manager Barb Grimes 


and the Burlington Bike Path, to name a 
few. But as Burlington municipal depart- 
ments go, it would be hard to identify one 
that shines as brighdy as BED. Indeed, 
as Wright often points out, it’s BED’S 
efficiency, profitability and commitment 
to green eneigy that would make it such 
an attractive asset to prospective buyers. 
So why does he want to sell it? 

“I don't want to sell it,” he stresses. 
“I'm not eager to ... run down diere and 
throw a ’for sale’ sign on the front lawn 
of BED if I get elected,” Wright explains. 
“It’s because of the financial condition 
we’re in that it’s necessary to consider 
somediing like this.” 

That “financial condition” includes 
Burlington Telecom's S50 million debt, 
an unfunded pension-fund obligation 
of about $48 million and nearly $10 
million owed on the parking garage 
at Burlington International Airport 
Wright also points out that another 


But Wright remains undeterred. 
“The campaign platitudes that people 
could get by on in other times and in 
other campaigns won’t work this time,” 
he says. “We have to start moving in 
tlie direction of solving problems in 
Burlington. And we can’t have any 
sacred cows taken off the table.” 

For now, it won't be. Regardless of 
which Democrat wins the caucus, on 
Sunday, November 13, die proposed sale 
of BED will remain an issue throughout 
the mayor's race — and possibly beyond. 


C ould an investor-owned utility run 
BED as efficiently as it’s currendy 
operated, with the same commitment 
to renewable energy as BED? Wright 
certainly thinks so. He suggests that 
Colchester-based GMP, soon to be tlie 
state’s largest utility, is the most obvi- 
ous suitor. GMP is a known commodity, 


a well-managed Vermont company 
with an environmental ethos similar 
to Burlington’s. And. with the financial 
muscle of its Canadian parent, Gar. 
Metro, it could pull off such a hefty pur- 
chase, Wright suggests, possibly offering 
rates even better than BED'S. 

The problem is, GMP President 
and CEO Mary Powell says she's not 
interested - at least for now. In light of 
GMP's ongoing merger with CVPS, as 
well as the Kingdom Community Wind 
project now under construction on 
Lowell Mountain, "We don’t have any 
appetite to be pursuing other transac- 
tions'' at diis time, she reports. 

Could that position change in three 
to five years? 



“We’d be happy to talk to folks, if 
there was this huge groundswell of in- 
terest," Powell says. "But candidly, our 
view has always been that Burlington 
takes great pride in its municipal utility." 
Furthermore, few in the utility indus- 
try expect Bernie Sanders, Vermont’s 
socialist senator and former Burlington 
mayor, to let a publicly owned utility in 
his own backyard get privatized without 
alight. 

Nevertheless, other utilities, includ- 
ing some from outside Vermont, may be 
interested and wouldn’tnecessarily need 
to have operations that abut Burlington, 
as GMP does. In fact, BED and Stowe 
Electric once considered a merger. 

Before Burlingtonians can decide 
what to do with BED — any such sale 
would be determined by a citywide vote 
- they first need to understand the dif- 
ference between a municipally owned 
utility, or "muni," and an investor-owned 


utility, or “IOU.” Grimes, a former state 
legislator who's been at BED since 
March 1999, is pleased to explain. She 
has a reputation as a politically astute, 
no-bullshit boss who can be gende but 
tough — like across between yourgrand- 
modier and a parole officer. Sporting a 
hard hat and high heels, Grimes offers a 
spicy analogy to make her point. 

A gynecologist and an auto mechanic 
are talcing a class in advanced car repair, 
she offers. Tasked with repairing a 
transmission, both do it equally well. 
But when the gynecologist gets a higher 
grade on the test, die mechanic com- 
plains. As the instructor explains, “The 
gynecologist did the entire job through 
die muffler." 


commission OKs the rate hike, die 
proposal moves on to the finance com- 
mittee, which can either recommend it 
to the full city council or reject it Only 
after the entire city council OKs it can 
the rate increase go before the PSB for 
final approval At any point. Grimes says, 
commissioners, citizens or city council- 
ors can try to scutde the deaL 

Spencer Newman, who cur- 
rendy chairs the Burlington Electric 
Commission, says most Burlingtonians 
probably don’t realize how much say 
they have over their own power supply. 
Daryl Santerre, BED'S chief financial 
officer, sits down with commissioners 
every month to review the finances. An 
independent accounting firm, KPMG, 


and the price you would accept to sell 

Wright has also said diat any pro- 
spective buyer must guarantee that cus- 
tomer rates are “comparable to” BED'S. 
Two Vermont utility executives, both of 
whom asked not to be identified for this 
story, suggest that Burlington customers 
probably could pay lower rates if BED 
were sold to an IOU. For example, GMP 
and CVPS, bodi investor owned, charge 
lower residential rates than BED. In 
fact, diose executives note that BED has 
some of die highest rates in the state. 

What would enable BED to change 
less? Economies of scale. A corporate 
parent would likely reduce BED'S 
overhead by getting rid of management 



RIGHT NOW, 

I THINK BED IS 
THE BEST UTILITY 
IN THE STATE 
OF VERMONT TO 
WORK FOR, NO 
DOUBT IN MY MIND. 
THEY JUST HAVE 
THEIR PRIORITIES 
STRAIGHT. 

JOHN IRVING. 

MCNEIL PLANT MANAGER 
BURLINGTON ELECTRIC 
DEPARTMENT 


BED, Grimes says, does all its busi- 
ness "through the muffler." That is, a 
muni is constrained by much tighter 
scrutiny and greater transparency dian 
private utilities. Every email, report and 
financial statement is subject to open- 
records requests. 

“Trust me," she says, “Investor- 
owned utilities do not have their board 
meetings televised on Channel 17.” 

Consider the process of getting a 
rate increase approved. When investor- 
owned CVPS wants to charge more for 
power, company executives put together 
a proposal and have their attorneys 
plead dieir case before the Vermont 
Public Service Board. 

The process is more complicated 
for BED. First, Grimes must go before 
and seek approval from the Burlington 
Electric Commission, a five-member 
citizen panel appointed by the city 
council to represent ratepayers. If die 


audits BED once a year and delivers its 
findings directly to the commissioners, 
not BED management. 

“It’s a great model to kiok at for citi- 
zen government,” Newman says. “In die 
end, Burlington citizens get to decide 
exacdy what happens.” 

How much could those citizens get 
for BED? Wright estimates the utility’s 
book value, after all outstanding debts 
are paid off, at somewhere between $65 
million and S125 million. And, as he puts 
it, there would be no “fire sale" of die 

Grimes puts the figure closer to $50 
million to $55 million. “Not that we’d 
ever sell it for diat, of course," Grimes 
emphasizes, suggesting its book value 
would only be a starting point in the 
negotiations. She likens the discrep- 
ancy between her figures and Wright’s 
to the difference between what the 
city assessor says your house is worth 


5 

| 

positions and consolidating operations, g 
Presumably, an IOU would also have an 2 
easier time financing deals. Borrowing 
money has gotten tougher for BED since 
January, when Moody’s downgraded 
Burlington's credit rating. - 

Grimes counters that the cost per § 
kilowatt-hour is a less important figure ^ 
than the typical bill paid by die average s 
residential customer. By that measure, ~ 
she argues, Burlington residents pay 
some of the lowest utility bills in the „ 
state — lower than both CVPS and < 
GMP, according to figures from the ^ 
Department of Public Service. Why? 5 
Because BED has spent die last 20 years 
investing heavily in efficiency, allowing 
its customers to use less energy. 

Back in 1990, Burlington voters 
approved an $11.3 million energy-effi- 
ciency bond, much of which was spent 5 
in the public schools. BED ratepayers | 
POWER IN PLAY » P.28 ~ 
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Power in Play «m 

financed those improvements, but 
the investment has more than paid 
for itself. Overall, electricity usage 
in 2009 was only 2 percent higher 
than it was in 1989. In fact, BED’S 
overall investment in efficiency saved 
Burlington customers more than $10.1 
million in 2009 alone, according to 
data from the Burlington Electric 
Commission. 

Supporters of public power like to 
point out another thing about BED: Its 
“value” extends beyond what it saves 
residents in dollars and cents. In 1991, 
the Burlington Electric Commission 
and city council asked voters to consider 
a proposal by Hydro-Quebec to sell the 
city low-cost power. 



Doug Hoffer, who chaired the 
Burlington Electric Commission from 
1995 to 2000, recalls the public debate 
over the proposed Hydro-Quebec con- 
tract, which soon focused on the disas- 
trous impact the hydroelectric dams, 
known as the Great Whale Megaproject, 
would have on thousands of native Cree 
and Inuit people in nordiem Quebec. 
Matthew Coon Come, grand chief of the 
Cree, addressed the council in person in 
order to drive that point home. 

In October 1991, Burlington ians 
rejected the Hydro- Quebec deal by 
a vote of 58 to 42 percent. Although 
Burlington's share of the contract — 15 
megawatts — was just a small fraction of 
the 325-megawatt deal with 17 Vermont 
utilities, the vote was a symbolic victory: 
Burlingtonians rejected a project that 
would disrupt the lives of thousands 


of indigenous people, even if it meant 
higher energy bills. As Hoffer puts it, 
"There was a reservoir of trust in BED 
because they're local ... But if you’re 
not a muni, you don't get to make those 
decisions.” 

A simil ar vote occurred i n 2 004 when 
die Burlington Electric Commission 
expressed concern diat die city was too 
heavily invested in die Vermont Yankee 
nuclear plant in Vernon. At the time, 
Vermont Yankee made up 40 percent of 
BED’S total energy portfolio, and every 
time the plant shut down unexpectedly. 
Grimes says BED was “paying through 
die nose” on the spot-energy market to 
make up the shortfall 

With voter approval, Grimes was 
allowed to negotiate BED out of its nu- 
clear contract Today, more than half of 


COULD AN 
INVESTOR- 
OWNED UTILITY 
RUN BED AS 
EFFICIENTLY AS 
IT'S CURRENTLY 
OPERATED, 

WITH THE SAME 
COMMITMENT 
TO RENEWABLE 
ENERGY AS BED? 


BED'S energy load comes from renew- 
able sources, including hydro, solar and 
wind. In fact die Burlington Electric 
Commission has since directed BED 
to commit to a 100 percent renewable 
portfolio by 202ft a goal Grimes firmly 
believes will be achieved. 

And BED is well positioned to add 
more local, renewable energy to its mix. 
In 2014, Grimes notes, BED’S debt on the 
McNeil plant will be fully paid off, free- 
ing up resources for new investments. 
BED also has the right of first refusal to 
buy back the Winooski Hydroelectric 
Project, the 7.4-megawatt generator on 
the Winooski River. 

“Are we going to treat diis like the 
Connecticut River dams?" Grimes 
asks, referring to former governor Jim 
Douglas’ decision to pass on a similar 
option. “Opportunities like this don’t 



come along that often." Presumably, that 
decision would go to die voters if BED 
remains a muni. As an investor-owned 
utility, the company's management 
would make that determination. 


S elling BED to an investor-owned 
utility would have one consequence 
even Wright can't ignore; a loss of jobs. 
The GOP contender acknowledges that 
job cuts would be “likely" but “I don't 
think diere would be a ton ... You’d prob- 
ably just lose a few managers.” 

But one utility executive suggests 
those cuts could go deeper, depending 
on die buyer. Part of BED'S appeal is 
that it has a high density of customers 
in a small geographic area. A major 
cost driver for utilities is the number of 



miles of overhead power lines it needs 
to maintain. A corporate owner may try 
to get by with fewer “boots on die pole," 
this executive explains. 

Those “boots" earn good wages, 
which helps explain why the average 
BED employee has been on the job 
for more than 20 years. According 
to IBEW's Wimette, a typical meter 
reader earns about S24 per hour; line 
workers get paid between $28 and $34 
per hour. 

In addition to the 40 BED employees 
on site at McNeil, the plant also supports 
another 70 or so workers in the field, 
including train operators (75 percent 
of the plant's wood chips arrive by rail), 
loggers and foresters, who ensure the 
wood is harvested sustainably. Though 
McNeil can also run on oil and natural 
gas, wood chips from forests diroughout 


Vermont and northern New York are its 
primary fuel source. 

It’s unclear what a new buyer would 
do with wood-burning McNeil. As 
Grimes recalls, her first vote in April 
1999 as a representative on McNeil’s 
joint ownership board was whether to 
mothball the plant — a proposal favored 
by CVPS and GMP. At die time, McNeil 
was running at only 25 to 30 percent 
capacity because fluctuating oil prices 
were setting nationwide energy prices, 
making its wood-dependent operations 
less financially desirable. 

Grimes voted to keep the plant up 
and running. Less than a year later, she 
points out, “Enron exploded, California 
imploded and we never looked back." 

Regardless of whether Wright gets 
elected, his proposal has already tripped 
some breakers at BED. Both Grimes and 
Wimette confirm diat a tentative deal 
reached between the union and man- 
agement over company retirement ben- 
efits was scuttled due to uncertainties 
about BED'S future. “If you’re going to 
solve your problems by selling us, why 
do I need to give up my pension?' is all 
Wimette will say. That dispute now goes 
to fact finding and arbitration, Grimes 
notes, which will cost ratepayers addi- 
tional money. 

In the end, the electricity business 
is very simple: Whether it’s from BED 
or one of Vermont's 19 other utilities, 
customers want reliable power at an 
affordable price. As Burlington Electric 
Commissioner Newman points out, it's 
not like the government has one flavor 
- vanilla — and for-profit corporations 
offer 10 different flavors. So does it even 
matter who owns BED? 

“Electricity is almost as important as 
air, water and the food we eat Obviously, 
we think so, because we tightly control 
it and regulate it,” says Rep. Tony Klein 
(D-East Montpelier), who chairs die 
House Natural Resources and Energy 
Committee. BED'S legacy suggests that 
competition is not the only route to ef- 
ficiency and innovation. “So what’s the 
benefit of private ownership?" he asks 
rhetorically. 

Evidently, Grimes doesn't see any. 

“I would remind you that the mayor 
of the city of Burlington in 1905 did not 
like the commercial utility that was 
servingthe city and created Burlington 
Electric,” she says. “I diink over the 
106 years we’ve been in existence, 
we’ve proven to be a valuable asset for 
this city.” 

When Burlington voters go to the 
polls in the first week of March, their 
vote may very well decide whether it's 
wordi more to hold on to BED'S power 
or give it up. © 
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Happy Trails 

Hiking the Long Trail before the snow flies 

BY BRIAN MOHR 

OUTDOORS 


| 

s 


anada to Hazen's Notch? Sure, count us in!" 

That’s the answer my wife, Emily Johnson, and I gave when her sister, 
Leah Johnson, and Leah’sbeau. Richard Savory, asked us to join them for the 
first few days of their open-ended hiking journey south. We hadn't seen Leah 
and Richard for months, and winter was fast approaching making this trek on the Long 
Trail impossible to turn dowa 

We headed out on a cairn, late-September morning. Arriving at Journey^ End — the 
northern terminus of the trail — we were quickly reminded of how fortunate Vermonters 
are to have one of the world’s greatest backcountry trail systems. Just 30 minutes into 
this adventure, we felt deeply immersed in the rugged wilds of the Green Mountains; our 
world was all towering trees, rocky ledges, moss-covered boulders and fern-filled grottoes. 

At a scenic overlook along the U.S./Canada border, we sliced up smoked bluefish and 
rye bread — fuel for a big day ahead — and glanced at our trusty map It was published by 
the Green Mountain Club, whose volunteers and staff have been die primary stewards of 
the 273-mile Long Trail since 1910. The corridor now boasts a great number of shelters, 
signs, bridges and side trails along the way. 

Heading south that first day, we were distracted by numerous unique mountain vistas 


that we rarely get to see. Pushing on, we passed up several cozy shelters, opting for an 
overnight bivouac on the summit of Jay Peak. We reached our destination under the 
subtle glow of dusk. 

Not long after a starlit dinner, die whisper of wind eased us into a pleasant night of 
sleep on the mountain. At sunrise, we awoke in a cloud bank and dien drifted off again. 
A short while later we finally woke to rays of the rising sun streaking through the clouds. 
Big Jay, just soudi of Jay Peak, appeared to be Boating in midair. We had a round of hot 
drinks, packed up and moved on. 

South of Jay Peak and the comfortable Jay Camp shelter, where we stopped for water 
and breakfast, the Long Trail finds its groove in die upper-elevation hardwood forest 
that defines much of the corridor. Being among the aging trees, with a kaleidoscope of 
color overhead and the elaborate roots of the yellow birch underfoot we felt as if we 
were traveling dirough the storybook fantasylands of our childhoods. Mushrooms clung 
to nearly r anything rotting Late- season flowers dotted the forest floor. Signs of deer and 
moose were abundant. Ravens and hawks soared overhead. 

Buchanan Mountain was our last high point - and a great spot for lunch - before 
we wandered down the trail for several miles toward Hazen's Notch Camp and a fine 





northern view. At the cabin, we met a friendly coupl e who were also hcadi ng south. They 
were taking the rare approach of hiking the entire length of the LongTrail in one straight 
push, and had on hand all their food for the trip. Their packs weighed twice as much as 
ours, but, they noted, got lighter with every meal. 

Dinner, some good laughs a nd a few rounds of Boggl e occupied our eveni ng. We didn't 
talk about the fact that the following day, we would part company with Leah and Richard 
and end our time on the trail — for now. As there was limited space in the cabin. Emily 
and I left our fellow hikers to it, and we fell asleep under the protective covering of our 
trusty rainfly, within earshot of a mountain stream. 

It was my birthday the next day, and waking to the sounds and smells of a light 
morning rain was a true gift Within minutes the rain had passed, and we heard signsof 
life in the cabin. The forest was dripping the foliage fluorescent. Someone passed me a 
hot cafe mocha. 

It's hard to beat life on the Long Trail. © 

H emberphoto.com. greenmountainclub.org 



§ 


a 

a 



With the purchase of 
3 months 
Oiler expires 1 1/23/10 

Some restrictions apply 
Cannot be combined witb 


, With the purchase of 
l 6 months 

I Oiler spires 11/23/10 

I Some restrictions apply. 

I Cannot be combined with other c 
I Cal for details. 


With the purchase of 
12 months 
Otter expires 11/23/10 
Some restrictions apply 
Cannot be combined with 


* SPORTS & FITNESS 
1 PHYSICAL THERAPY 
i KIDS & FITNESS 


S Union 


INSTITUTE & UNIVERSITY 


www.myunion.edu 888-828-8575 

Create a degree 

THAT MATTERS TO YOU 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 


Essex (802) 879-7734x2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 
S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 

EDGEVT.COM 


Bachelor of Arts 

in Liberal Studies 

| One weekend a month in Brattleboro c 

ir Montpelier, VT or Completely Online 

Start dates available ir 

i spring, fall and winter 

Offering n 

ew seminars 

Ask about transfer credits for pri 

or college and life /work experience. 

62 Ridge a. Montpelier, VT 05602 • 

3 Universiiy Way, Brattleboro, VT 05301 

Yiw-yw/fl, privtitr, by ihr North Ctittrd Aponalton/ Htghor L/aminf Cemttutuon (wit&nniWf.pi^ 

BA, BS, MA, MEd, EdD. PhD. PsvD 

www.myur 

iion.edu/ba 



Murders, 
He Wrote 

Theater review: The Pillowman 


S ince he burst onto the theater 
scene in 1996. Irish playwright 
Martin McDonagh has earned 
a reputation for darkly comic 
fare with a violent streak. It would be 
reasonable to assume, then, that a theater 
company that adds puppets to his terrify- 
ing 2003 play The Pillowman might be 
trying to lighten things up a bit And this 
assumption would be dead wrong. 

The puppets in the Saints & Poets pro- 
duction of The Pillowman, now running 
at the Black Box Theater at Main Street 
Landing, arguably deepen the darkness 
in McDonagh’s play. In the process, the 
show, directed "for mature audiences 
only” by Tara Lee Downs, challenges 
assumptions about what puppets 
can accomplish in the hands 
of a fearless cast and crew. 

The Pillowman begins 
with its protagonist, a 
fiction writer named 
Katurian (Seth Jarvis), 
in the midst of an 
interrogation at the 
hands of a detective 
(G. Richard Ames) 
and a policeman 
(Andrew Butterfield) 
in an unnamed to- 
talitarian state. It seems 
that some of Katurian's 
more violent yarns re- 
semble recent crimes — child 
murders, in particular - closely 
enough to have alerted the authorities. 
Katurian claims he's innocent. The cops 

Unlike in other Saints St Poets produc- 
tions. in which puppets play the major 
roles, in The Pillowman they appear as a 
kind of visual aid to the stories Katurian 
narrates for his interrogators. The pup- 
pets enter and exit the stage, or are pro- 
jected as silhouettes, as if figments of his 
imagination, acting out the tales' often- 
grisly events. Puppet designer Kevin 
Christopher’s handheld creations - some- 
what crudely rendered, faceless figures 
- arc well cast in this role. Their blank 
expressions bring another degree of cal- 
lousness to the terror they unleash, ampli- 
fying the horrors described in Katurian's 
words. Meghan Dewald's shadow puppets 


add a touch of refinement to this narrative 
element while enhancing the nightmarish 
effect Adam Cooper Wood's sound design 
envelops the spectacle in subtly discomfit- 

What makes puppetry such a bold 
artistic stroke in The Pillowman — what 
puppets bring to the play that live actors 
could not — is a metaphorical dimension. 
The question of what drives people to do 
what we do permeates this performance, 
in which small characters are controlled 
by invisible agents cloaked in black against 
a black stage and curtaia Doomed by their 
tales' violent plots and thrust at cruelty by 
the hands that hold them, the puppets 
extend an important theme about the 

thoughts and behavior. The 
eponymous Pillowman him- 
self - a towering creature 
who looks like a jack-in- 
the-box clown on meth 
— addresses the cycles 
of violence and despair 
that in this play, are 
the very definition of a 
human life. 

If trauma is the 
underlying problem 
in this play, then sto- 
rytelling is the solu- 
tion. Katurian's fictions 
are so transcendentally 
twisted that they imply a 
horrifying set of experiences 
that inspired them. Critics have com- 
pared The Pillowman to the works of 
Kafka, Dostoevsky, Harold Pinter and 
the Grimm brothers. While this may be 
an accurate appraisal of McDonagh's 
play, it underestimates the bleakness 
of Katurian's vision. Think Neil LaBute 
meets Neil Gaiman to channel Edgar 
Allan Poe on a very bad day. Think in- 
nocent little kids forced to wear barbed- 
wire crowns or tricked to look the other 
way while their toes arc chopped off. 

Such stories are both Katurian's sanc- 
tuary in an inhospitable world and his way 
of railing against iL Yet, as Jarvis plays 
him, he’s not an especially gloomy figure. 
Yes, he’s on the bookish side, but not way 
out of balance. Though many of his stories 
are gruesome, he seems proudest of his 


THE SHOW 
CHALLENGES 
ASSUMPTIONS 


CAN ACCOMPLISH 

IN THE HANDS OF 




craftsmanship. When pressed on his pref- 
erence for violent themes, he insists, “I’m 
not trying to say anything at all." 

Katurian appears, at first, as a decent 
citizen willing to cooperate with a police 

realize he's the chief suspect, 

Jarvis is called on to strike a 
range of emotional notes - 
from earnest to confused to 
frightened to enraged. He shoulders the 


THEATER 


well, ef 


tuated with wry humor that gives the play 
some of its rare moments of levity. 

As Katurian's mentally challenged 
brother. Michal, Jordan Gullikson crack- 
les with enthusiasm and childlike mirth. 
He and Jarvis bear the burden of some 
of the play’s weaker scenes, which lack 
the quick-witted, rapid-fire dialogue of 
the interrogation. Gullikson is credible in 
this part - and he and Jarvis enjoy good 
chemistry - but is conspicuously lacking 
in sweetness. This robs both Michal and 
Katurian of sympathy atpoints in the play 
when it might have been dramatically 

As the lead investigator, TUpolski, 
Ames is cool and confident in inverse pro- 
portion to Katurian’s unraveling. He's the 
indifferent functionary who accepts the 
absurdity of a broken system rather than 
fight what he can't fix. Tupolski’s vision 
is not as jaundiced as Katurian's, but it’s 
cynical enough to lace every other line of 
his dialogue with biting irony. Ames’ sharp 


timing and understated actingyield a solid 
all-around performance. 

As Tupolski's coinvestigator. Ariel, 
Andrew Butterfield plays the openly 
pissed-off part of the crime-fighting team. 

The contrast with Ames is 
comical, and Butterfield is 
convincing as the brute about 
to blow a gasket. He may hold 
that particular note too longin 
spots, but he shows greater range in more 
nuanced emotional moments in the play. 

Emotional complexities are part 
of what make The Pillowman a compel- 
ling play - but probably not the largest 
part. Katurian’s emotional journey as a 
bent cog in the machinery of the state is 
interesting but what really commands 
attention is the sheer weirdness and 
darkness of McDonagh’s vision. The story 
here, and the stories within tire story, fas- 
cinate and horrify with their moral empti- 
ness. This production serves the material 
well, taking an innovative approach 
and delivering depravity with a fresh, 
frightening edge. ® 


B 7he Pillowman. written by Martin 
McDonagh, directed by Tara Lee 
Downs, produced by Kevin Christopher ar 
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Waterworks 

Video artist Molly Davies creates motion paintings 


I n anodier life, Vermont artist Molly 
Davies says, she could have been a 
painter of Italian frescoes. There was 
one big problem: “I couldn't paint," 
she says. “I cared about it too much. I 
couldn'tbear to do it poorly." 

So Davies taught herself to “paint” 
with a movie camera, creating abstrac- 
tions in motion from the shapes, colors 
and textures of the world around her. 
A few of her meditative video installa- 
tions are on view at Burlington’s Amy E. 
Tarrant Gallery through the end of the 

Davies, 68, has collaborated with 
some of her generation's artistic su- 
perstars, including the composers 
David Tudor and John Cage and cho- 
reographers Steve Paxton and William 
Forsythe, as well as her partner, the cho- 
reographer Polly Motley — Davies con- 
tributed video components to Motley’s 
“Critical State," the multimedia perfor- 
mance event that has filled Morrisville's 
River Arts the last two Septembers. 

Davies' Tarrant Gallery exhibit, 
which features stacked video moni- 
tors, kite tails and a projected waterfall 
installation, marks the first time gallery 
manager Nancy Abbott-Hourigan has 
shown three-dimensional work. “It’s 
sensational," she says of die show. Still, 
despite the videos' painterly quality, 
they’re best to take in as you would a 
short film. Abbott-Hourigan encour- 
ages people to take a seat in front of 
“Swimming,” a video from 1999 featuring 
Motley dancing underwater in a sheer, 
brown jumpsuit. “You stand here and, 
after two minutes, you want to leave," 
she says. “And then you sit and you go 
into the zone. You can’t stop watching.” 

She’s right. The longer you watch, 
the more it begins to look as if Modey 
were in the midst of a painting made up 
of subdy shifting purples, greens, blues 
and whites. As Davies changes perspec- 
tive, the light swoops and flares around 
the dancer, who seems as if she never 
has to breathe, thanks to Davies’ artful 
angles. Modey keeps her eyes open, and 
when die camera catches her head-on, 
she smiles, die sun on fire behind her. 

In“BlueSonnambula,” which unfolds 
to an aria from Vincenzo Bellini’s La 
Sonnambula (The Sleepwalker), Davies 
points her camera through die underwa- 
ter viewing window of a public pool. A 



girl in a floral tankini is spinning, oblivi- 
ous to everyone around her. When a boy 
doing a cannonball crashes through the 
water beside her, the girl keeps spinning 
When anodier boy, wearing goggles and 
a Speedo, swims right up to her and 
punches her in the gut, she regains her 
balance and keeps on spinning. 

“There was just something about 
those kids,” Davies says. They didn't 
know she was filming diem, and Davies 
wasn’t sure exactly what she was look- 
ing for, content-wise, she explains. The 
challenge she set out for herself? Resist 
the urge to move the camera, and see 
what happens within the frame. She 
was delighted to catch this “gorgeous, 
long-legged girl who was completely 
lost in that moment of childish self-ab- 
sorption," she says. "The tender human 
qualities are what make that piece.” 

On a recent afternoon, Davies is 
hiking up a steep, wooded path on her 
600-acre Northeast Kingdom farm. 
Wearing a vest over a plaid flannel 
shirt and a worn-in blue bandana knot- 
ted around her neck, she looks a little 
more farmer than filmmaker. These 
days, in addition to her artistic projects, 
Davies is engaged in a different kind of 







collaboration: She's been working with 
a young couple to transform what was 
once a conventional dairy into a sustain- 
able organic farm. 

Davies, who lives in Stowe, bought 
Chandler Pond Farm in Soudi Wheelock 
10 years ago planning to go into business 
with the farmers who would live there 
and work the land. She found Rob and 
Tamara Martin a couple of years ago. 

“The two things that interest me 
are making art and making food,” says 
Davies. She didn’t grow up on a farm - 
she spent her childhood in the New York 
City area — but her mother came from a 
family of Missouri dairy farmers. 

Davies was in sixthgrade whenshe de- 
cided she wanted to be a painter, during 
her first trip to Europe with her parents. 
She was enthralled widi Botticelli’s 
“Primavera" and “The Birth of Venus," 
and stunned by Michelangelo^ “David." 

Back home, Davies made regular 
visits to die art museums in New York 
City. “If anyone wanted to know how 
the modem wing of die Metropolitan 
Museum of Art was hung in die 1960s, 
they should come to me," she says. “I 
could rehang the whole floor." 

When Davies was 16, she traveled 
to an artist colony on Spain’s Costa 
Brava to babysit for her parents’ friends. 
That’s where she met Jackie Matisse, 
die granddaughter of Henri Matisse 
and stepdaughter of Marcel Duchamp. 
“Here’s this fabulous woman with long 
red hair," says Davies of Jackie Matisse, 
who was in her late twenties at the time. 
“She spoke every European language 
perfecdy." And she was an artist in her 
own right 

They became good friends, and 
Matisse introduced Davies to Tudor, 
Cage and odier artists with whom she 
would later collaborate. But by the time 
Davies was 21, she had given up on 





painting. Her dad had given her a Super 
8 camera, and she swifdy fell in love 

In the early ’80s, Davies, Matisse 
and Tudor traveled together to the 
Bahamas, where they collaborated on 
a piece they called “Sea Tails." Davies 
filmed Matisse's brightly colored kite 
tails underwater, while Tudor collected 
sounds to compose the score. The re- 
sulting installation, which features three 
different videos on six screens, is part of 
the Tarrant Gallery show - as are die 
original kites, now suspended from the 
ceiling and hanging in die windows. 

The footage is mesmerizing ... if 
you’re patient. Some kites look like 
tangled neckties, odiers like serpents 
or octopus tentacles: twisting, braid- 
ing and bunching in the sunlit water. 
Occasionally, a wide, dark tail passes 
over the screen like an oil spill. 

Tudor’s score is made up of ratding 
and gurgling sounds. Davies says the 
composer put litde microphones in 
baby-food jars, which he lowered into 
die water. That subtle crunching sound? 
It's shrimp nibbling on die side of die 
boat. 

Above all, Davies believes in col- 
laboration. In two big placards at die 
exhibit, she doesn't just acknowledge 
die other artists; she gives a shout-out to 
Stefan Jacobs for his lighting and Philip 
Roy for the installation of the work. 
“Filmmaking is collaborative by nature," 
declares Davies. But even painters “have 
an interior collaboration with the people 
diey admire,” she says. “Nobody does it 
alone." ® 


B Molly Davies' video installation 
the Amy E. Tarrant Gallery. Flyr 
Center for the Perform ing Arts, in 
Burlington, through December 31. 
flynncenter.org 
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FOR 0IF/0EF VETERANS 

Weill Cornell Medical College and University of Vermont College of 
Medicine are seeking adults for a research study of treatment for 
posttraumatic stress disorder. Receive 12 FREE and CONFIDENTIAL 
individual therapy sessions via videoconferencing, plus either a low-dose 
antibiotic (D-Cycloserine) or placebo. We are testing whether psychotherapy 
plus this drug is more effective than psychotherapy alone. 

Interested? Call Dr. Megan Olden at 212-821-0786 
(meo9011@med.cornell.edu) or Dr. Terry Rabinowitz, 
at 802-847-4727 for a free evaluation. 

Weill Cornell Medical College IRB protocol no. 0802009646, approved 05/02/2008. 


■03 VW Passat 
'02 Chrysler Sebnng 
'02 Ford Focus 
'02 Ford Taurus 
'02 Pontiac Firebird 
'01 Ford Focus 
'01 Nissan Sentra 
'01 Subaru Outback 
'00 Chevy Cavalier 
'00 Ford Mustang 
'00 Ford Taurus 
Check for Updates 
THOMAS HlRCHAt 


'04 Chevy Suburban 
'04 Nissan Quest 
'02 Ford Explorer 
'01 Dodge Durango 
'01 Ford Escape 
'01 Mazda Tribute 
Tracks: 

'00 Chevy Silverado 
•00FordF-150 
* MANY MORE! 
List Subject to Change 

: THCAuction.com 
ICO. -802-878-9200 


Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

*** General contractor of 

all phases of construction 


QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

' specializing in making your home 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 


installing Solar Hot Water* 

Additions | Remodels | Roofing/Siding 
House & Camps Lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet & Wood Stoves | Metalbestos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood & Tile Flooring 
Custom Tile Showers & Back Splashs 
(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair St Painting) 
802-578-1610 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential 8t Commercial 



E very March, South By Southwest turns Austin, Texas, into a musical ground 
zero. The 10-day conference is the single-largest music-industry event in the 
world, presenting thousands of bands to tens of thousands of fans, artists, media 
and record-label execs. But SXSW wasn't always the cultural phenomenon or 
corporate bonanza it has become. A new film. Outside Industry: The Story of SXSW. by 
Austin-based filmmaker and journalist Alan Berg, explores the roots of the festival and 
its transformation from a small, grassroots showcase for regional bands into the world’s 
premier music event. The film, which debuted at this year’s SXSW, will screen at the 
BCA Center in Burlington this Friday as part of Big Heavy World’s IndieCon music 
conference. 

"We had this music scene down here and felt sort of like we were on an island." says 
Berg in a recent phone conversation, explaining die origins of SXSW and the music 
scene in Austin at the time. He says the festival was born of necessity. 

"Talent scouts from New York or L.A. or even Nashville were an exotic breed,” he 
explains. “We had to figure out how to connect bands to somebody who could actually 
make a difference.” 

Roland Swenson, who cofounded SXSW with Louis Jay Meyers, 
is generally regarded as the event’s godfather. While working 


Take It 
Outside 


A new film screening in 
Burlington documents 
the rise of South 
By Southwest 
Alan Berg 


for the Austin Chronicle newspaper 
in 1986, he attended the New Music 
Seminar, a music conference in New 
York City, as a representative for an 
Austin band he was managing. A 
chance encounter with an indus- 
try exec in an elevator landed his 
group a showcase gig at the con- 
ference. It also planted die seed 
for what would become South By 
Southwest 

According to Berg Swenson 
had tried to convince the NMS to 

Austin. But after setting wheels in 
motion, the NMS balked. Undeterred, 

Swenson and a small group of friends and as- 
sociates decided to forge ahead anyway. 

The first SXSW in 1987 drew 700 people - a 
far cry from the crowds at the conference now, but 
it was enough. 

“It was a hit,” says Berg. “It was just one of those 
accidents. Austin in March is a magical place." 

But die early success of SXSW runs deeper than 
pleasant weather. Austin is a college town, home to 
the University of Texas. Before SXSW, the nightclubs 
that line 6th Street would sit empty during spring 
break. Swenson approached the clubs with his idea, 
proposing to book the venues while students were 
away. SXSW would keep revenue from the gate; the 
clubs would keep liquor sales. The clubs agreed. 
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Berg says the centralized location of venues was a hit with industry scouts who were 
used to sprawling fests in NYC. And there were other advantages, too, 

"Shiner Bock beer was a buck down here," quips Berg “Whereas in New York it’s. 

like. 10.” 

Berg notes that Austin in die late 1980s and early '90s was a very different place 
than the ‘live music capital of the world" it has since become. Back then, the city was a 
low-rent haven for musicians and artists with a reputation forbohemian eccentricity in 
largely conservative Texas. But as Austin became one of the country's fastest-growing 
cities, and the festival’s reputation grew, more bands wanted in. 

"It’s a circle.” cxplaias Berg. "You get more bands that want to come, so you need to 
find moreclubs to put diem in. Then more people come. It perpetuates itself” 

In the early 1990s, SXSW organizers attempted to tame the monster diey’d created 
and limited the size of the conference. 

“It’s sort of laughable now. but at the time they thought 500 bands were just too 

The plan backfired. Attendance dropped and, with it, revenue. 

SXSW had an identity crisis on its hands: Was die festival still a showcase for under- 
the-radar, unsigned bands? Or was its march toward the mainstream inexorable? 

The philosophical conundrum caused a rift between the festival's cofounders. Meyers 
advocated for keeping SXSW small. In those early days, a jury selected the bands that 
would play at the fest, basing its decision on artistic merit alone. But as the event grew 
and the stakes increased, labels began wielding more influence on those decisions. 

"They’d say, “We’!! bring in Iggy Pop, but you have to accept bands X. Y and Z.” Berg 
explains. 

Swenson argued that the opportunity to bring in major a< 
sentially for free outweighed the compromise of artistic integrity. 

Meyers felt they were buckling to label interests and destroying any 
sanctity SXSW still held. 

"Louis felt that instead of artistic merit being the sole decider on 
who gets in, they were letting economics be a trigger, as well.” Berg explains. "Roland's 
: is subjective, and who were they to play God? They both 
have valid viewpoints. But in the end, Roland won" 

That schism is central to Berg's film and to the changes to SXSW that 
followed. But the filmmaker says he was careful not to take sides in the 

/e explore that, but we try to let people judge for themselves," he 

Still, Berg says the sheer magnitude of what South By Southwest 
has become is shocking. 

“I hadn’t really kept up with the festival," lie admits. Berg has 
lived in Austin off and on since 1981 and settled there for good in 
1994. While he was aware that SXSW was growing, he says he 
didn't understand how much until he began filming for Outside 
Industry, “ltblew me away just howbigithad gotten. It's a beast" 
Attracted by the festival’s size, major corporate sponsors 
have, perhaps inevitably, gotten in on the action. These spon- 
sorships, in turn, increase the festival’s mainstream popularity, 
which leads to more corporate involvement and so on. 

“You look at it now, and there is a Pepsi stage, a Zyngn stage. 
Companies are renting out entire buildings and tricking them 
out with their own stages. I see them as parasites," Berg says 
of corporations that sponsor massive, unaffiliated showcases 
with headliners such as Kanye West during SXSW. 'They don't 
do anything to help the festival. And that’s the rub.” 

But Berg doesn’t see the corporate influence on SXSW dimin- 
ishing anytime soon If anything, he views commercialism at SXSW as an 
increasingly necessary evil. 

"It used to be that the worst thingyou could accuse a band of being was a 
sellout, of doing something corporate," he says. “Now, shit, man, [commercials] 
are the only way half these [bands] can monetize ... It means companies like 
Mountain Dew, Red Bull, they have that much more sway at South By Southwest 
But if it helps an artist eat is it really a bad thing?” ® 



g Outside Industry: The Story of SXSW screens at the BCA Center this Frid; 

Lawrence Welks and Our Bear to Cross, Caring Babies, and Shawn Grady. 6:3C 
1 Big Heavy Worlds IndieCon takes place Friday. November 11. and Saturday. N 

? ( 12. at various locations around Burlington 

1 ^ bun - E ron(,tyj-is tom b-gheavyworldcom 


QUICKIE 

YoursBurlington.org 
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cold plates, condense and are collected 

The first alcohols to rise during this 
process, such as methanol, are lighter 
and sharper tasting; distillers monitor 
when these vapors shift to die “heart of 
the run,” or die purer ethanol with soft 
hints of the honey base. Clarity, flavor 
and temperature all help determine 
where to make this cut - or, as Caledonia 
Spirits general manager and co-distiller 
Joe Buswell describes it, to recognize 
the moment when the spirits change 
“from nail polish remover to vanilla." 

Hardie, Holaday and Buswell are 
participants in a modern distilling 
revival in Vermont, blending the fruit, 
flowers and other products of the local 
landscape with their own imaginations: 
brandy made from local apples; a cordial 
from elderberry flowers; rum, vodka and 
liqueur from maple sap. Soon there will 
also be whiskey made from local corn. 

Fourteen entities now hold dis- 
tilling licenses in Vermont, many of 
them so new that companies such as 
Stowe's Green Mountain DistOlers and 
Quechee’s Vermont Spirits Distilling 
Co. - founded in 2002 and 1998, 
respectively - are veterans by com- 
parison. Some distillers are enticed by a 
recession-proof product and a buoyant 
market for local goods; others, including 
Hardie and Holaday, are also guided by 
a long-held passion for hnrnessing the 
local landscape and capturing it in a 
bottle. 

Despite its apparent novelty, batch 
distilling is not new here. In the early 
18di century, Vermont was dotted with 
breweries and micro- distilleries, but 
these were eventually shuttered in the 
fervor of the state's temperance move- 
ment — Vermont banned alcohol in 1852, 
long before federal Prohibition. Though 
alcohol was legalized again in 1933, 
temperance still cast a long shadow on 
the state, and distilling took decades to 
appear again. 

Hardie had little inkling that he 
would one day make spirits when he 
began producing and selling raw honey 
in die 1970s. Coincidentally, the land in 
Morses Line where he first kept bees, 
which straddles die Quebec border, 

THE SPIRITSTHATMOVE THEM »P.40 


IT S ABOUT APPRECIATING 
WHAT A PLACE CAN DO — 
WATER FHOM THE SPRINGS. 
WOOD FROM THE LAND. 

SUGAR FROM MAPlf TREES. 


first and second “cuts," or the samples 
that distillers decant in their quest to 
capture the purest alcohol from a distil- 
lation. Caledonia Spirits owner Todd 
Hardie describes diis process as the 
heart of distilling. “The alchemy, the 
beauty of it all, is where to make the 
cut," he says, or die break between the 
sharper and purer alcohols. 

The beauty also lies in die base of his 
Barr Hill Vodka (and its cousin, Barr Hill 
Gin): Vermon t honey, which is fermented 
and then distilled until its vapors waft 
up the glass fractionating column, hit 
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That Move Them 


A new wave of artisans is distilling Vermont's landscape 

BY CORIN HIRSCH 


T he invisible but pungent 
vapors that swirl through the 
Caledonia Spirits & Winery 
distillery in Hardwick are most 
intense in the loft, where clear alcohol 
spins through a glass coil and drips inui 
a jar. As 1 watch, head distiller Duncan 
Holaday appears with two small samples 
drawn at different times from this batch. 
“Try some,” he urges with a smile. 

Each sip of fresh vodka passes over 
my tongue like liquid embers. One 
sample prickles the sides of the mouth; 
die other has more depth, but also a hint 
of beguiling sweetness. These are the 
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FOOD LOVER? ® 

GET YOUR FILL ONLINE 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

BROWSE REAOER RE VIEWS OF 800 RESTAURANTS At SEVENOAVSVT.COM/FOOO 
REGISTER TO JOIN OUR BITE CLUB VOUU GET FOOO NEWS IN VOUR INBOX 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 


EONNEl ! roM.SEVENOAYSVT.COM ON ANY l 
CELLPHONE ANO FIND LOCAL RESTAURANTS I 
CUISINE. FI NO NEARBY EVENTS. MOVIES ANO I 


'LOCATIONOR 



= GOT A FOOD TIP? FOOD@SEVENDAYSVT.COM = 
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A Capital ‘T’ 

SECOND MAD TACO 
TO OPEN IN MONTPELIER 

Taco lovers rejoice: Another outpost of Waitsfield’s popular 
the MAD TACO will open on Montpelier’s Main Street at the 
beginning of December. 

The venture - also named Mad Taco — will mimic its 
Mad River Valley cousin with window seating, a chalkboard 
of farm-to-tortilla 
specials centered 
around fresh 
ingredients and 
a kaleidoscope of 
fresh hot sauces to 
choose from. 

expect all of 
the great food 
from Waitsfield, 
along with some 
specials," says 

kerner. part 
of the trio that 

taproom (with 

MATT MCCARTHY 
and WES HAMILTON). 

and who has again 
partnered with Waitsfield head chef JOEY NAGY on the ven- 
ture. Together, they leased the former SAMOSAMAN quarters 
and, in the next few weeks, will paint the space and retrofit 
the kitchen - though that won't include installing beer 
taps, at least for now. 

Helming the kitchen will be LAURA Thompson, the former 
head chef at Glover’s PARKER PIE CO. and a longtime friend of 
the partners. 

“A lot of people make the pilgrimage down to Waitsfield, 
but we heard from the community that this is what they 
really warned," says Kerner. Initially, Mad Thco will be 
open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.. starting the day with Mexican 
breakfast dishes such as huevos ranchcros and chilaquiles. 

Once Mad Taco opens, the popular Friday taco nights 
at Three Penny will cease — but Kerner says that chef 
MATTHEW BILODEAU will pull from his bag of culinary tricks. 
“He does amazing food here [at Three Penny] and has 
another Friday food plan,” says Kerner. 

Meanwhile, changes are afoot in the Waitsfield taco joint 
as well: A long-awaited liquorliccnse should be in place 
this week, says Kerner, and staff will open the doors to an 
adjoining space where patrons can linger to imbibe craft 
beers and wine. “It’ll be the perfect apres-sla spot," he says. 



A Dram of 
Vermont, Neat 

WHISKEY TO FLOW FROM 
MIDDLEBURY DISTILLERY 
First came vodka, then gin 
- now a wave of whiskeys 
is poised to debut from a 
few local distilleries. The 

distillery, however, will focus 
exclusively on the brown stuff: 
Middlcbury's Appalachian gap 

DISTILLERY. 

Corn and 
malted-barley 
whiskeys are in 
the works from 
partners lars 
hubbard and 
CHARLES (CHUCK) 

who recently 
purchased a 
6000 - square- 
foot building on 
Mainelli Road and aim to 
be distilling by the middle of 

The venture blends their 
business and personal inter- 
ests, says Hubbard. During 
theirdaytime hours, he and 
Burkins run Vergennes' THE 
FRIDAY GROUP LLC, abroad-based 
consultancy. In their spare 
time, they've brewed beer 
together for the last IS years 
a hobby that eventually led 
them to upstate New York for 
a craft distilling class, and to 
ideas about making their own 
whiskey. 

’1 used to be a chef and 
own a restaurant for a few 
years, and I think there's 


making something with your 
own hands,” says Hubbard. “I 
looked at the numbers, and 
they worked." 

As Hubbard scouts around 
for a still designer and builder, 
he envisions a line of multiple 
whiskeys, from a moonshine- 
esq ue, unaged corn whiskey to 
a barrel-aged whiskey and an 
“all-hearts” maple moonshine. 
Each will be distilled from 
local “cow corn” and barley, 
Hubbard says, and possibly' 


“power-aged” — perhaps using 
wood chips. 

Hubbard has amassed an 
impressive liquor library in 
his quest to nail down flavor 
profiles: those of Stranahans 
Colorado Whiskey and the 
Hudson Valley’s Tuthilltown 
Spirits Whiskey might serve as 
models, he says. 

Hubbard and his five- 
person Friday Group crew will 
move their headquarters to 
the new digs, and he plans to 

distilling himself. 

“It's more 
forgiving than 
brewing beer.” he 
says. “Oneofthe 
things about dis- 

quick. It can take 
hours. There’s a 
lotofhurryingup 
ind waiting." 
Renovations on the 

will include creating a retail 
shop and tasting room, as 
well as a cheese cellar, where 
Vergennes' Champlain valley 
creamery will move its cheese- 
making and aging operations. 

Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Once upon a time, Vermont 
sanowich company franchises 
dotted Chittenden County 

Burlington. Over the last few 
years, though, they've slowly 
dosed, like dominoes in slow 

Now, the Williston outpost 
is the sole survivor of the 
chain-that-once-was: The 
busy shop at the comer of 
Burlington's North Winooski 
Avenue and Pearl Street dosed 


its doors last week. Owner 



Earlier this fall. Oscars bistro 
& bar. the sleek restaurant 
at Williston’s Majestic 10. 
closed for what was slated to 
be a monthlong “fine-tuning.” 


That month has stretched to 
two, but by mid-November 
theatergoers can once again 
nosh on pulled-pork sliders, 
as well as more “family- 
friendly" fare of burgers and 
jalapefio poppers, according 


misery loves co. - the traveling 
dining pop-up from former 

BLUEBIRD TAVERN chef AARON 


JOSINSKY, and his partners 
NATHANIEL and LAURA WADE 

has settled into an ongoing 
Friday-night gig at sneakers 
bistro in Winooski The cash- 
only "Onion City Suppers" 
open at 6:30 p.m. and stay open 
until the fare — which could 
include veal heart tart are and 
handmade linguini with clams 
— is gone. © 









Restaurant 
& Cocktail Lounge 
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Eajay S3 Long; Trail Beers 
Every Monday and 
$5 House Margaritas 
on Wednesday 


I OPEN Fill 
"llAM-lOPMSI 
UAM-1 1PM THU 
1 1 AM -MIDNIGHT FRI & SAT 

authentic mexican cuisine 
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The Spirits That Move Thenw? 



had been die site of the Prohibition- 
era speakeasy Bucket of Blood, where 
Vermonters could get soused at the 
Canadian end of the bar. 

Over the years, Hardie and his col- 
leagues added propolis and beeswax to 
their product line. Eventually, though, 
they gave away their hives to friends, 
and three years ago launched a winery 
on the banks of the Lamoille River in 
Hardwick. They now use the honey 
their friends produce for a line of aged- 
honey wines and spirits. 

Any starch can be converted into 
a spirit, but not many distillers have 
thought to use honey. 

Hardie believed that 
it would render a 
superior spirit, soft 
and round. With his 
sandy hair and honey- 
colored eyes, Hardie 
looks as if he's taken 
on the hue of his 
lifelong passion. Last 
year, he liired distill- 
ing veteran Holaday 
to design and build 
one of his customar- 
ily precise stills. As it 
took shape, the pair 
began tinkering with 
batches of honey- 
based vodka and gin, 
as well as a whiskey. 

Hardie and 

Holaday gradually un- 
earthed the mysteries 
of honey's fermenta- 
tion. They learned, for 
example, that “honey 
likes to ferment a little 
colder,” as Buswell, 
who joined the com- 
pany last year, ob- 
serves — and a colder 
ferment takes longer. 

Three weeks seems 
ideal Once distilled, it yields a beguil- 
ing, slighdy sweet and herbaceous 
spirit. “The vodka has a very complex 
profile of flavors that the bees give to it,” 
says Holaday. 

If there is a pioneer among Vermont's 
craft distillers, it’s Duncan Holaday. 
Before moving with his family to some 
family-owned land in Barnet, Vt, he was 
an anthropologist and educator work- 
ing in Singapore. Holaday pondered 
ways to make a sustainable living in the 
northern forest. Fourteen years ago, 
he tapped the hundreds of maple trees 
that surrounded him, built a custom still 
and began distilling his boiled sap into 


vodka. He called the company Vermont 
Spirits. 

Holaday made die crisp and slighdy 
sweet Vermont Spirits Gold — as well as 
Vermont Spirits White, vodka disdlled 
from milk sugars — for five years. Then, 
national press catapulted awareness of 
his products, and production grew. He 
took on a partner and stakeholders, and 
built an office on his land just down the 
driveway from die distillery. 

This summer, Vermont Spirits 
moved - still, office building and all - 
to Quechee, where the company has re- 
sumed production and will open a tast- 


ing room later this year. On Hobday's 
bnd in Barnet, the cement foundation of 
Vermont Spirits’ former offices remains, 
as does die wooden distillery where the 
company began. Though he still has a 
st jke in the business, Holaday alludes 
to the difficult time when he was sepa- 
rated from the products and company 
he founded, and left with the “rags and 
bones" of the old distillery. 

The allure of distilling continued to 
pull him, though. “After a few months, I 
thought I better do this again," Holaday 
says. “Fortunately, I found good people, 
or rather they found me." He was hired 
to custom design the Caledonia Spirits 
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FOURTEEN ENTITIES 
NOW HOLD DISTILLING 
LICENSES IN VERMONT. 

still, and simultaneously began plotting 
his next spirit. 

This time, he decided, he was going to 
make mm. Holaday reopened the distill- 
ery on liis property in Barnet, and set to 
work again on still design and construc- 
tion and tinkering with formulas. 

Walking into the sun-drenched 
Dune's Mill distillery is akin to entering 
a lab. A hodgepodge of fermentors, stills 
and glass demijohns fill the multilevel 
space. In one corner, a white tub holds 
an experimental infusion of elderflowers 
and hibiscus; nearby, a nascent whiskey 
dribbles into jars. In the center of it all, 
fresh, clear mm travels up a tall, frac- 
tionating glass tube and into a jar. 

Holaday became intrigued by the 


idea of making rum as he read about its 
roots. "What we’re doing is playing with 
the history of rum. which is a history of 
mistakes," says Holaday — or the happy 
accidents that can yield new flavor pro- 
files. “I made the mistake of scalding 
[some sugar] and I thought, Oh, this is 
terrible. But we realized we were doing 
all the wrong things right.” 

Though the organic cane sugar he 
uses comes from afar, Holaday adds a 
local spin with flavors of elderflowers 
or his own maple sap. He calls maple “a 
beautiful fermentation," and boils his sap 
to make the amber-colored, gentle and 
sweet Dune’s Mill Maple Flavor Rum. In 
spring, Holaday and liis young assistant 
distiller, Daniel Keeney, gather hundreds 
of white elderflower blossoms. “We put 
them into a simple sugar- water solution, 
and after a few days we get that beauti- 
ful aroma,” says Holaday. Hence, Dune's 
Mill Elderberry Flavor Rum. 

Both mms were released earlier this 
year, and other spirits will come. On a 
recent afternoon, Keeney monitors a 
batch of raw corn whiskey as it travels 


up a glass fractionating still and con- 
denses on a glass coil into jars. He and 
Holaday are also aging mm in small oak 
barrels, constantly sampling to note how 
the flavors evolve. 

These spirits express the unique goflt 
de terroir of this comer of Vermont, 
Holaday believes. He envisions a time 
when tourists can wander die state 
sampling die essence of each locale they 
visit “It's about appreciating what a 
place can do — water from the springs, 
wood from the land, sugar from maple 

Hardie, Holaday and odier distill- 
ers applaud the Vermont Department 
of Liquor Control for being nimble and 
responsive to dieir needs. New legisla- 
tion allowing on-site tasting rooms and 
sampling at farmers markets is fueling 
expansion. Price might remain a bar- 
rier for some Vermonters, diough. Like 
Vermont Spirits vodkas and Shoreham’s 
WhisdePig Straight Rye Whiskey, Barr 
Hill Vodka fetches premium prices: A 
375-milliliter bottle costs $32. 

Honey is expensive to produce, 
Hardie points out, and harder still to 
ferment. But he diinks the final product 
is worth it. "I did not know, even widi a 
bachelor of science in agriculture, that 
the way you're taking care of your bees 
and your people goes into every product, 
every bottle," Hardie says. "Widi a strict 
science background, they don't teach 
you that, but it’s true. The consumer will 
know the difference between a good and 
a mediocre product." 

A mini-wave of local whiskeys is 
poised to appear in the state soon, in- 
cluding Appalachian Gap whiskey from 
a distillery in Middlebury, and a 10-year- 
aged whiskey from Green Mountain 
Distillers, which will be released in 
diree years or so. In Vershire, Flag Hill 
Farm hard-cider makers recently cre- 
ated Pomme- de-Vie, an apple brandy in- 
spired by die French Calvados. Vermont 
Spirits will release an apple brandy next 
year, as well, and Holaday is designing a 
custom still for a group in Richford but 
won’t say what they’ll distilL 

Within a decade, Vermont may well 
be known as a craft-distilling epicenter. 

“To transform somediing from an 
agricultural product, and to process, 
package and deliver and bring it to the 
stores is a minor miracle," says Hardie. 
“It’s very humbling.” ® 

Caledonia Spirits. Winery, and tasting 
room 46 Buffalo Mountain Commons 



Dune’s Mill Artisan Rums. Barnet. 802-745- 
9486. duncsmill.com. 







Best Japanese Dining" 
— Saveu r Magazine 



San Sai 


Buddha Bellies 

Seasoned traveler: Himalaya Restaurant 


1 1 2 Lake Street 
Burlington 

862-2777 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
FROM 1 1 AM 



H -Q HOPKINS CENTER 
JT FOR THE ARTS 


BARBARY COAST 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

DON GLASGO director 

COAST PLAYS MINGUS 

with special guest 
CONRAD HERWIG trombone 



E ven a Burlingtonion accustomed 
to driving past student rentals will 
be struck by the glut of prayer flags 
in Himalaya Restaurant- The pri- 
mary-colored cloths hang like peacefully 
sleeping bats all over the restaurant's ceil- 
ing. The transporting effect continues with 
die saffron walls. They've been painted 
with scenes from Buddhist parables by a 
monk. Dhondup TSering, who also hap- 
pens to be the chef. 

It’s hard to believe this serene scene is 
in Plattsburgh, a town better known for 
its former military base than for its ethnic 
foods. Nonetheless. Himalaya Restaurant’s 
owner. Tenzin Darjee, says the town has 
embraced his family and his business, which 
opened in March And one day Vermonters 
may have a chance to embrace it too. 

Dorjee moved from New Jersey to 
Plattsburgh diree years ago with his wife. 
Yangchen, their two children and their old 
friend Tsering. The restaurateur says the 
five of them now account for Plattsburgh's 
entire Himalayan population, save one 
Tibetan woman who studies at SUNY 
Plattsburgh. 

The family came to the United States 
when their now-13-year-old daughter was 
1VS. Dorjee says his wife’s work in the 
Tibetan independence movement had long 
made them targets for Chinese agents. “We 
just learned to live witii it." he says, even 
after he was hospitalized following an 
assault. 

But then Yangchen and their infant were 
attacked together. 'They really don’t care 
how old you are if they can attack a year- 
and-a-half old,” Dorjee says. “That's when 
we dropped everything and moved here." 

At the time, the family was living in 
Dharamsala. India, in the Tibetan exile 
community that's also home to the Dalai 
Lama. In India, Dorjee was a networking 
system specialist and ran several internet 
ca fes. Once in America, his goal was to open 
a restaurant, but he found rental prices in 
New Jersey too high - and didn't want to 
become indebted to a bank. Plattsburgh 
proved a better place to open his business, 
which Dorjee envisioned as a dining spot 
with a difference. “I wanted to do a restau- 
rant with a meaning to it, not just a restau- 
rant for the sake of a resuiurant” he says. 
“Here, we not only serve food, we discuss a 
lot of cultural and traditional issues." 

Case in point: At lunch last week, 
Dorjee spent much of his time chatting 
with an older couple who were curious 
about the cultural context of the food he 
serves. There's a lot to learn. 



Himalaya Restaurant offers a focused 
menu of specialties from Tibet, Bhutan 
and Nepal. The three cuisines are far more 
different than one might imagine. And 
the half-Tibetan, half-Bhutan< 


Dorjee 


;e first la 



Nepalese becaust 

nanny, is in a good position 6™ 
to appreciate them. Tibetan 
food, he explains, is fresh, mild 
and mostly steamed. Nepalese 
curries use the same fresh spires ~' i== 
as Indian cuisine, but in much smaller 
doses. Bhutan specializes in food made 
fiery with chili peppers to keep bodies 
warm at high altitudes. Unless guests 
order their food spicy in advance, Tsering 
prepares it at more Western-friendly 
levels. 

That's how Dorjee prefers it, too. 
The son of a high-ranking official in the 
Bhutanese government, the restaurateur 
attended a British-run boarding school 
in India from the age of 3. There, he was 
weaned on bland egg and bread dishes, and 
he admits diat he still has a subnormal tol- 
erance for spice. Slim and well groomed, 
Doijee has a professorial vibe and a grasp 
of the English language superior to that 
of many Americans, with just a hint of an 
Indo-British accent. 

His love of food was nurtured in his 
annual one-month school break. Dorjee's 
father considered it a priority to teach 
his children to cook and sent the servants 
home on weekends. He also believed in 
tough love when it came to mistakes. "No 


tter how bad it was, we ate everything 
cooked,” Dorjee recalls. “It made you 
o try harder and become better." 
Drawing on those youthful expori- 
Doijee carefully trained 
ring in his turn. The Gelug 
monk is not only a chef and 
KSb painter, but also an expert 
I butter sculptor, a skill he 
wj showcases each winter at the 
' Festival of Tibetan Arts that the 
Dnrjees organize in Plattsburgh. 

Americans may have heard of a similar 
practice at midwestern dairy festivals, 
but shaping and dying yak butter into the 
forms of religious icons called tormas 
is an old Tibetan Buddhist celebratory 

Tsering does most of the cooking at the 
restaurant, while Doijee converses with 
guests, and Yangchen runs their adjacent 
store. TibetAsian gift shop. Although 
Tsering doesn't follow the vegetarian diet 
to which many Buddhists adhere (even the 
Dalai Lama only goes veggie every other 
week), he still can’t eat some of the foods 
he prepares. Pork and beef are acceptable 
because one animal can feed multitudes. 
Since smaller animals, such as chicken and 
fish, must die to fill a communal bowl, they 
arc taboo choices. 

Locavores can't argue with the meat 
at Himalaya Restaurant The beef in the 
Tibetan stir-fries and noodle soups comes 
from grass-fed cattle at Parker Family 

CONTINUED AFTER THE CLASSIFIEDS » P43 
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Maple Farm in West Chazy. Adirondack price prohibitively high for his menu. 
Heritage Hogs supplies the pork ribs and which tops out at $13.75 for Nepalese cur- 
belly in Bhutanese stews and the loin in rieswith pork and salmon. 

Nepalese pork tarkari Also among the most expensive dishes, 

It was Dorjee's father who instilled at $1275, is a Bhutanese dish called tsip- 
in him the value of serving only quality sha paa. In a big city, the braised pork 
ingredients. "One of the things we were ribs would retail for far more. The meaty 
always taught by my father - if you can't baby backs are lusciously soft, but adhere 
eat it yourself, you have no right to feed well enough to the bone to be eaten with 
it to anyone else," Dorjee says. He means one's fingers. Their tomato-based sauce is 
it — the day Himalaya Restaurant opened, flavored with the fresh ginger, garlic and 
it lost $600 because Dorjee refused to sell chili powder that Tiering keeps neatly 
the hormone-packed meats delivered by a organized in Mason jars beside the stove, 
wholesale company. The accompanying whole chard leaves 

A beef-stock soup called thenthuk stew with the pork and soak up its spices 
tastes of meaty marrow thanks to the beef and flavor. Dorjee gives diners a choice of 
bones Tsering refuses to waste. Its name white or brown rice, butsays a hard-to-find 
comes from the Tibetan words for “pull" red variety is standard in his homeland, 
and “noodle.” The jagged pasta shreds in Dorjee is currently working on getting 
the soup resemble large Alpine spatzle. a license to serve beer and wine. He points 
Through the summer, the Dorjees grew out that Himalayans love their booze, 
many of the orange broth’s ingredients especially Bhutanese: "In eastern Bhutan, 
in their own garden. they make liquor 

Now, in the off season. out of everything. In 

iTXSr'S* THE MEATY BABY BACKS Erszr.r: 
=r'““ d ARE LUSCIOUSLY SOFT. iff CL’S 

BUT ADHEREWELL ENOUGH 
TO THE BONE TO BE EATEN 

I - WITH ONE S FINGERS. - pj <• 

Dorjee points out own Himalayan 

that they're from 
on everyday 

"There's always a f ■ be more likely 

pot of thenthuk i Tl; to happen in 

'loiling on the ^ ^ Vermont than 


for special oc- 
casions, "when 
the whole family 

gets togedier to make them and eat" 
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Offering a great selection of 

Mines fi hand-crafted brews. G 8t>m -~- 

Chcck out our full bistro menu at: . 

www.thcuillagecup.com featuring... 

Jimmy 

30 Vermont Route 15. Jericho 899-1730 Ruin 




The 

tauratcur 
has his eye 
on adding a 
Burlington location “My wife and I are 

ture wrong in an effort to coddle diners ears open,” says Dorjee of looking for an 
with something ckiser to the Chinese affordable space. He’s been taking on extra 
dumplings they're used to. The beef computer jobs to finance the Vermont spot 
and chicken in the dumplings should be with no help from the bank, just as he did 
coarsely chopped, not ground. Slightly with his current restaurant, 
crunchy chopped onions, carrots, cab- The family hopes to open in the Green 

bage, spinach, potatoes and peas spill Mountains next summer and to use 
out of the vegetarian version. It’s like Vermont farms as suppliers. Dorjee says 
a steamed vegetable salad in a chewy, he'll hire extra help at both locations so 
wrinkly wheat skin. The deep-red sauce he can travel between the two each day. 
served on die side is characteristically He adds that he's grateful to Plattsburgh 
mild to suit Dorjee's taste, but still has for embracing his family, but he looks 
a peppery bum that builds as the meal forward to being able to serve some of 
progresses. his favorites that New York diners have 

A good way to calm it is with a cup rejected, such as Bhutanese pork belly 
of foamy butter tea. A warming drink with potatoes. Sooner rather than later, 
popular in Tibet, the hot liquid is indeed it looks like Burlington will be tasting 
salty butter mixed with tea. Yak butter the Himalayas. (7) 
is traditional, but hard to come by in 

Plattsburgh, so Donee substitutes con- 

. , ..... , - . ■^Himalaya Restaurant. 78 Margaret 

vennonal COW butter. He says he w.shes O Street Plattsburgh. N.V.. 

he could afford to use meat from Vermont 518-772-7034. 

Yak Company in Waitsficld, but finds the 


Z0% Off Storewide 

Friday-Saturday-Sunday, November 11-12-13 

Handcrafts • Artwork • Photography • T-shirts 
Flash Bags • Vermont Specialty Foods 
Maple Syrup • Giftbaskets • Burlington Souvenirs 


Buv Vprmnnt 30 Church St, Burlington, 658-6452 

. .. ' Mon thru Sat 9am-9pm. Sun 1 0am-6pm 

bend Vermont. www.AppleMountain.net 


Educational Workshop: 

The Brain, Learning & The Struggling Learner 


December 9, 8am - 3:30pm 

Holiday Inn, South Burlington, VT • Cost: $185 per person* 


For more information, call: 802-498-3350 

Information/Registration: 

vthec.org/strugglingleamer 

or scan this OR code with your smartphone: 
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NOVEMBER 9-16, 2011 




Milton Public libraiy, 5:30-7:30 p.m. free; prereglster. 


NEWLAOIES NIGHT: Women whorlde - and those 
who aspire to - get together to talk Harleys at an 



health & fitness 

BEGINNING HOT TOGA: Is It getting hot In here? Yogis 





LIST YOUR UPCOMING EVENT HERE FOR FREE! 

ALL SUBMISSIONS ARE DUE IN WRITING AT NOON ON THE THURSOAY BEFORE PUBLICATION, 
FI NO OUR CONVENI ENT FORM AT: SEVENOAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT. 


YOU LAN ALSO EMAIL US AT CALENDARiB5EVENOAYSVT.COM 
SPECIFIC LOCATION TIME COST AND CONTACT PHONE N UMBER. 


The Boys Are Back 

Nearly 20 years ago. a black queer performance group straight out of San 
Francisco's Castro District debuted Fierce Love: Siories From Black Gay 
Life. Known as the l*omo Afro Homos (that's Postmodern African American 
Homosexuals), the avant-garde troupe fused theater, hip-hop and comedy to 
tackle what the Los Angeles Times dubbed “the great Porno no-nos": racism and 
homophobia. The vignettes were both hard-hitting and humorous, skewering 
stereotypes with satire and style. Now. original member Brian Freeman 
tours the resurrected piece with a new crew. Only slightly updated, the work 
functions as a time capsule of the black gay experience in the early '90s and 
challenges audiences to consider what's changed since then — and what hasn't 


_ ... ;N DAYS EDITS FOR SPACE AND 

sitlE. DEPENDING ONCOST AND OTHERFACTORS CLASSES AND WORKSHOPS MAY BE LISTED 
IN EITHER THE CALENDAR OR THE CLASSES SECTION. WHEN APPROPRIATE CLASS ORGANIZERS 


BE ASKED TO PURCHASE A CLASS LI! 


FIERCE LOVE (REMIX): STORIES FROM BLACK GAY LIFE' 

Thursday. November 10. and Friday. November 11, 8 p.m. at FlynnSpace in Burlington. 
$21-25. Info. 863-5966. flynntix.org 





Greener Pastures 

Performing at a farm one day and a concert venue the next. Music for Farms defy easy categorization. Take 
their standard repertoire: One moment, the foursome has feet stompingto rollicking Canadian fiddle tunes; 
the next, they're pulling a 180 with Indian classical music. The opposite tacks underscore the ensemble’s 
twofold goal to support sustainable farming and promote classical arts. Formed in 2008 by New York pianist/ 
percussionist John McDowell and Canadian violinist Emmanuel Vukovich (pictured) - and later joined by 
bassist Evan Premo of Vermont's Scrag Mountain Music and cellist Julia MacLaine — the band puts the 
“culture" in “agriculture” while fundraising for Irene-damaged farms this weekend. SMM’s Mary Bonhag 


MUSIC FOR FARMS 

Saturday. November 12. 4 p.m.. at Green Mountain Girls' Farm in Northfietd. Donations accepted: $7-15 for following 
farm supper. Sunday, November 13. 4 p.m„ at Big Picture Theater & Cafe in Waitsfield. Donations accepted: 
community pie potluck follows. All proceeds benefit local farms affected by Tropical Storm Irene. Info, 734-904- 
5401. scra^noun tainmusic.org 



Moveable Feast 

Getting a 20-pound turkey into the oven is enough of a feat — ever tried 
transporting one via bike? Pedal pushers power through it at the fourth annual 
Great Turkey Chase, a rolling parade of poultry and Thanksgiving-dinner 
provisions. With the goal of creating a holiday feast for families in need through 
the Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf cyclists embark on a foodie scavenger 
hunt. The route, roughly IS miles, propels them to grocery stores in search of 
cranberry sauce, sliced potatoes, pumpkin-pie filling and more — bonus points 
for those who nab a bird. Last year's chase yielded 1225 pounds of food, plus 10 
turkeys. Organizer Liam Griffin is wisely making plans to deliver Saturday’s haul 
in something bigger than the trunk of the usual Subaru. 

THE GREAT TURKEY CHASE 

Saturday. November 12. noon to 2 p.m, at Maglianero Cafe In Burlington. Rain date: 
Sunday, November 13. Donations accepted: bring SIS to purchase food along the way. 
Food benefitsthe Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf. Info. 347-647-0371. 


Hairspmy — that 1960s story of 'inappropriate hair height" and social 
injustice — has made its musical way to the big stage and the big screen 
since the release of John Waters’ camp}- 1988 cult classic. But could it be 
produced in Vermont? “This is a show that not a lot of people thought 
could be donelocally becauseit requires such adiverse cast," explains 
Lyric Theatre Company producer Erin Evarts. The troupe wasn't 
about to let that preconception stop the beaL With 18 new cast 
members, many of them college or high school students, “Lyric 
so proud to be able to bring the show to Burlington." says 
Evarts. Catch the indomitable spirit of the '60s - and an 
appreciation for aerosol - starting on Thursday. 


You Can’t Stop the Beat 


| 

ft 





LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE ATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 


TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD' READERS’ THEATRE: Sixth 






food & drink 



music 

ALAN GREENLEAF: Northern Vermont informs 

7:30p.m. Free Inlo 6S6-4389 8 crvt«uvm.edu 

BOB AMOS. PATTI CASEY A COUN MCCAFFREY WITH 


COFFEEHOUSE NIGHTS: The Milkmans Union deliver 
Johnson St ate College. 9 p.m. Free. info. 635- 2S36. 


STU DENT PERFORMANCE RECITAL: Music scholars 



seminars 

KEYS TO CREDIT: A seminar clears up the contusing 


comedy 

BOB MARLEY: The Maine comedian has madehisown 


community 

NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT NIGHT: Getasay 



dance 

SAMULNORI: Thunderous percussion and ac- 

Ing arts. Spaulding Audltonum Hopkins Center. 
Dartmouth College Hanovec N.K. 7 p.m. $10-35. Info 




MakhmalbafSBIackDoards. Billings LectureHall. UVM 
Burlington, prefllm lecture 6p.m: screening. 6:45 


games 

to attack the king with sly strategies. Faith United 
Methodist Church. South Burlington.7 p.m. $2-1 Info. 


health & Jit ness 





2011 

Pre-Season 
Ski Sale 


Thursday - Sunday 
November 10-13 


All Ski Equipment 

ON SALE 





ANTJE DUVEKOT & 
CHERYL WHEELER 






Ayor Photography 
Century 21 Jack Associates 
Susanna's Catering 
Tasty Persuasions 


Boyden Farm 
Dove Chocolate Discoveries 

Avalon Tent Company 
Green Mtn. Photobooth 
Mary Kay Cosmetics 


Needleman’s 



quite a commotion upon his arrival Sunday afternoon. 
October 30. Aunts and uncles, cousins, grandparents, 
and a great grandmother traveled through snow, sleet 
and freezing rain to celebrate his arrival. Declarations 
were made: Lukas has the best uncle ever! He’s the 
cutest baby ever! His parents. Kate and Cody Patno. 
are the happiest ever! But wait, there's more. As 
nurse Denise Parry placed 7lb/l2oz, minute old 
Lukas on his mama's chest she turned to his dad 
and announced that she had also helped deliver him. 
Rumor has it tears were shed - by many. Don't you 
just love it? All the best to the Barre Town family. 
Lucky Lukas! Lucky Kate and Cody. 


= sr Central Vermont Medical Center 


= Central To Your Well Being / ivnw.cvmc.org 
Central Vermont Women's Health - 3 71-5961. Call 371-4613 


Stevie Balch. KN. 
CBE. IBCLC 

to schedule a tour of our Garden Path Birthing Center. consultant 


KB I BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

- ... • CONNECT I l M. SEVEN DAYS VT.COM n\ ANY WEB-ENABLED CELLPHONE lilRFRE 

mobile 1 I 111 n IE-MUM. II ' A1 IN OAR EVE MS nuS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS IT 
- MOVIE II IEATERSANO MORE 








■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


WOMEN’S STRENGTH & CONDITIONING CLASS: See 


irejie benefits 

COMMUNITY DANCE: Revelers celebrate 11/11/11 and 
tunes. Proceeds benefit the Rochester School audlto- 

rellef fund. Rochester School. 6-10p.m. 58: $10 per 
family: donations accepted Infa 767-4327. 

MORE THAN GRAVEL WAS STIRRED’: The White 



kids 


CHARLIE AND THE CHOCOLATE FACTORY': See 

THU.10.7p,m. 

COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP kiddos convenefor fun 



SWANTON PLAYGROUP: Kids and caregivers squeeze 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church. Swanton.l 0-11 :30 am. 
Free. Info, 527-5426. 

THE HOBBIT’: SeeTHU.10.7pm. 

language 




THE MUSIC OF BLLM0NR0C: TheTravelln 
100th birthday of thefatherofbluegrassby recreat- 
Randolph. 7:30 pm. S4250-47.50. Info. 728-6464. 


talks 

on Hie Winter of Arab Discontent 2011: Causes and 
Consequences.’ Faith United Methodist Church. 
South Burlington 2 pm. $5. Info. 864-3516. 


STEPHEN KRESS: The National Audubon Socletys 



TITZ LOVES STRINDBERG’: See THU.10, 7p.m. 
HAIRSPRAY’: See THU.10. 7:30 pm. 


HOMESTEADERS’: Shelburne Players presents Nina 

of an Alaskan fishing cabin. Shelburne Town Center 
7:30 p,m. 510-15, Infa 98S-0780, 



THE PI LLOWMAN*: See THU.10, 7: 30 p.m. 


words 

ARCHER MAYOR: TheauthorofaVermont-based 
mystery series stamng detective Joe Gunther 
Community Llbrary.7pm. Free. Info 849-2420. 








“The crenvn prince of contemporary 
kids' music"- People Magazine 


SAT. NOVEMBER 12. 8 PM 


BebIIbs Shnw in ;he V/nrIH 


PROUD TO BE A PART OF THE GROWING 

Community Supported Acupuncture Movement 


We have affordable, sliding scale fees which we are able to keep low 
by providing our full length treatments in a relaxing group setting. 

Visit our websites or call today for more information! 


soft shelf CI *® j)OSll(( ii, i in[oiuti(W 


Volcano 




(or df lively all 86J-T0-60 


, t Vt MOuckfta,, 

T 802-6S5-7W 

79 West (anal Stieet Winooski. VT 05404 
Wf4«ot(at5ciat(h 


- the Barre Opera house presents: 


s>64 ui 


The Tribute 


Community National Bank 

■ES3S2SES33B 

Number One Beatles 
Showin the World" 

- Rolling Stone 


AND FRIENDS 

Sat., November 1 9, 3 p.m 

sponsored by: 


Swenson Granite 

■dia suDDort fromTHE POINT 



calendar 


HOLIDAY BAZAAR & WHITE ELEPHANT SALE 

Methodist Church. South Burlington. 9 a.m.-2 pm. 
Free. Info, 863-6764. 

INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAY MARKET: Items from 



Saturday. Info, 48S-8 347. *” 


PRE-CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW: Catch the holiday 



VERMONT CRAFTS & PRODUCTS FAIR: Woodworkers. 
SL John the Evangelist Catholic Church, North field. 9 


WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UP ART MARKET: Fine arts 



conferences 


VERMONT HUMANITIES COUNCIL FALL 
CONFERENCE. SeeFRI.il %15 a.m.-4:15 pm. 




ANNUAL CATAMOUNT BENEFIT AUCTION: Afundrars- 



items benefiting Ronald McOonald House Chanbes of 
Burlington. Elks Lodge Burlington noon-4 pm. Free 

HOLIDAY PET PHOTO OAV: Animal lovers capture 

Montpelier 1-4 p.m. SS-2S. Info, 47&4NIM. 110. 


JAZZ IMPROVISATION Dancers. Instrumentalists 


Warren noon-L30pm. Free. Info. 3I0-467 S679 



RUTGERS CLUB OF VERMONT: Rutgers alumni and 
guests wear red to cheeron the Scarlet Knights 
footbal I team as they battle the Army Black 
Knights. Upper Deck Pub at theWlndfammer South 





film 


HIRSCH FIELD INTER NATIONAL FILM SERIES: Rodt 



RIPTHE GREENS’ Green Mountain Rippers films pre- 

Is limited: preregister. Info 338-2807. 


lives to make room fora cat In MRandy July S 2011 



food & drink 

DECADENT DESSERT BASH : Partygoers sample a 
smorgasbord of truffles chocolate cake, fresh apple 
pie cheeses and wi nes at a benefit for the opera 

Vergennes Opera House. 8-1 0 pm. S20-2S: cash bar. 
Info 877-6737. infogvergennesoperahouse.org. 


DEER HUNTERS/COMMUNITY FAMILY BREAKFAST: 





FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENOAR 







MON. 14 





DO-IT-YOURSELF SIFT GIVING: Community herbalist 
Dana L. Woodruff demos how to whip up affordable 



HEROES OF THE HOLOCAUST: COURAGE AND FAITH 


calendar 







FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @7DAYSCALENDAR = 


WED. 16 

bazaars 

WINOOSKI HOLIDAY POP-UPART MARKET: See 



conferences 


VERMONT BUSIN ESSES FOR SOCIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FALL CONFERENCE: Workshops 





health & fitness 

BEGINNING HOT YOGA: See WE D.09. 5-6 p.m. 
SERENITY YOGA: SeeWEDD9.6-7p.m. 

WOMEN'S STRENGTH & CONDITIONING CLASS: See 

kids 

BABYTIME: See WED.09. 10:30 am.-noon. 
ENOSBURGH PLAYGROUP: See WED.09 9-11 am. 
FAIRFIELD PLAYGROUP: See WED.09, 10-11 :30 am. 
HIGH GATE STORY HOUR: See WED.09. 11:15 am- 


MIOOLE SCHOOL BOOK GROUP See WED.09 3:30- 
MIDOLEBURY TODDLER STORY HOUR: SeeWED.09 


MOVING & GROOVING WITH CHRISTINE: See 


seminars 

SPEND SMART: See WED.09. 10 anvnoon. 


talks 



NATIONAL REFLECTIONS: Fifty U.S. Cities partiti- 
ol Nor til Carolina's Christine E. Boyle speaks about 



HOWARD COFFIN: i n -Vermont and the Civil War the 
Arts Center. Morrisville7-10 p.m. Free. Into 888-7617. 



theater 



THE METROPOLITAN OPERA: LIVE IN HO: PALACE 


Burlington. 6:30 pm. S18-24. 1 nfb. 660-9300. 


words 

BOOK DISCUSSION:THE GENIUS OF MARK TWAIN 

DAN CHOOORKOFF: See WED.09. Jaquith Public 
Library. Marshfield. 7 pm. Free. I nib. 426-3581, jaqul- 

STEPHEN RUSSELL PAYNE: in his debut novel. Cliff 



music 

MINWAUST BASSOONFEST WITH STEVE REICH The 



$3.99/lb. 
S3.99/lb. 
$19.99 /lb. 
S10.99/doz. 
S5.99/B). 


$14.99 /lb. 
$33.00 /lb. 


Jim Brickman 

7 Americas Piano Sensation LIVE 


Tuesday. December. 6. 2011 • 7:30pm 

Flynn Center 

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS 

Rynnfa 8« Office • 802-86-RYNN HynnrK.org 


■FB- ■■ DISCOUNT 
BEVERAGE 

LIQUOR* DELI 802-985-3246 


VERMONT STATE 
LIQUOR OUTLET 


BOATLOAD SPECIAL 

LOBSTER 

ANY SIZE S4.99/LB 

Last week! Come in today! 


Clams 
Mussels 
King Crab Legs 
Oysters 
FAS Haddock 

FAS Large 
Scallops 
Lobster Meat 
One Claw Lobster $3.99/Ib. 
Little Neck Clams $5.99/lb. 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
985-3246 • Fax 985-9716 
2659 Shelburne Road 
EBT, MC & VISA accepted. 








When you're done jumping in the leaf piles and pulling 
up your garden beds, here's where to bring it all: 

Accepting only leaves, grass dippings, weeds, garden debris, house plants, yard debris 
(& woody debris less than W diameter); NO plastic, branches, dirt, rocks. 

For disposal of larger woody debris or other materials, visit awd.net or call 872-81 1 1 . 
Limits: 3 cubic yards at Drop-Off Centers (Williston: unlimited); 6 cubic yards at McNeil; 
unlimited at Green Mountain Compost. Dumping mechanisms allowed only at 
the Williston DOC, McNeil & Green Mountain Compost. 

Burlington 

CSWD Drop-Off Center: 339 Pine St.; Wed 9:30-5; Thur & Sat 8-3:30 
McNeil Wood & Yard Waste Depot: 1 1 1 1ntervale Rd. 

Through 11/14: Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri Sat 8-4 • Beginning I//J5:Tue-Fri 8-12; Sat 8-3:30 
Curbside leaf pickup: Week of November 1 4 on your recycling day. 

Leaves must be on the curb by 7 a.m. and in compostable paper bags. 

Essex CSWD Drop-Off Center: 21 8 Colchester Rd. (Rt 2A); Tue 9:30-5; Wed-Sat 8-3:30 
Hinesburg CSWD Drop-Off Center: 907 Beecher Hill Rd.; Sat 8-3:30 
Milton CSWD Drop-Off Center: 36 Landfill Rd. (Off Rt. 7); Mon 9:30-5; Fri 8t Sat 8-3:30 
Richmond CSWD Drop-Off Center: 80 Rogers Ln. (Off River Rd ); 

Tue 8i Sat 8-3:30; Thur 9:30-5 

South Burlington CSWD Drop-Off Center: 87 Landfill Rd. (Off Patchen Rd.) 

Mon, Tue, Thur, Sat 8-3:30; Fri 9:30-5 

Williston Green Mountain Compost: 1042 Redmond Rd.; Mon-Sat 8-4 
CSWD Drop-Off Center: 1492 Redmond Rd.; Mon-Sat 8-3:30 

CSWJg) 



“Water is Rising” 

Music & Dance from the Pacific Atoll p " 5 

Friday. November 18 at 8 pm Tickets start at $15 
(comcast, 



An African Tribute to lames Brown mbam n 

“Still Black, Still Proud” §§2 

Saturday, November 19 at 8 pm Tickets start at $15 
(comcast. 

W <5SSS» 3. & ® 

www.flynncenter.org or call 86-flynn today! . 


CALLING ALL 

EARLY RISERS... 

6:00am - 9:00am 




SATURDAY, NOV 12 

20% OFF 


STOREWIDE! 


Deer Season is also 



or just an early bird, 
come SAVE BIG 
at Lenny's) 


"HUNTER'S WIDOWS' SALE" 




Play Mix & Match 

This Thanksgiving your Table will Impress! 

No need to buy new china, linen, or glassware, just rent what you wa 
from the Vermont Tent Company. We have an extensive selection 
of tabletop items, and we'll even help you design a table specific 
to your personal style and decor. 

Call 802.863.4307 or visit www.vttent.com. 


Vermont Tent Company 
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classes 


© THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 

ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS $13.75/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 


burlington city 


BCA 


Call 865-71 66 for info 
or register online at 
burlingtoncityarts.com, 
Teacher bios are also 
available online. 

CLAY: HOLIDAY GIFTS ON 
THE WHEEL: Nov. 21-Dec. 
19. 6-8:30 p.m„ Weekly on 
Mon. Cost: $150/nonmem- 
bers. S135/BCA members. 
Clay sold separately at 
$20/25-lb. bag. Glazes and 
firings ind. Location: BCA 
Clay Studio, 250 Main St., 
Burlington. Bring your own 
ideas or let our expert pot- 
ter Chris Vaughn guide you 
in creating special ceramic 
pieces to give as gifts or 
use for your own decora- 
tions. Work with the wheel 
and hand-building tech- 
niques to create ceramic 
mugs, bowls, teapots, 
ornaments and more. Ages 
16 and up. 

DROP IN: GIVE IT A WHIRL: 
ADULTPOTTERY: Fri., Sep. 
16. Oct. 21, NOV. 18 & Dec. 
16, 7:30-9:30 p.m. 3rd Fri. 
of the mo., 4 Fri days total. 
Cost: $12/person, $10/ 

BCA member. Location: 
BCA Clay Studio, 250 Main 
St., Burlington. This is a 
great introduction to our 
studio for those who don't 
have time for an eight- 
week class, or who just 
want to try the wheel and 
have some fun with other 
beginner potters. Through 
demonstrations and indi- 
vidual instruction, leam 
the basics of preparing 
and centering the clay, and 
making cups, mugs and 
bowls. Ages 16 and up. 
DROP IN: LIFE DRAWING 
FOR ADULTS (16+):Sep. 
12-Dec. 12, 6:30-8:30 p.m„ 
Weekly on Monday. Cost: 


$8/session, $7/session for 
BCA members. Location: 
BCA Center. Burlington. 
This drop-in class is open 
to all levels and facilitated 
by a BCA staff member and 
professional model. Please 
bring your own drawing 
materials and paper. No 
registration necessary. 
Purchase a drop-in card 


id get th 


lit for 


free! 

DROP IN: PAINTING FOR 
ADULTS (16+ ): Sep. 15- 
Oct. 13. 6:30-8:30 p.m., 
Weekly on Thu. Cost: $10/ 
session. $9/session BCA 
members. Location: BCA 
Center, Burlington. This 
drop-in class is open to 
all levels and facilitated 
by Linda Jones, an ac- 
complished painter and 
BCA instructor for over 10 
years. Come paint from 
a still life or bring some- 
thing (abstracL landscape, 
mixed media) that you are 
working on. No registration 
necessary. BCA provides 
glass palettes, easels, 
painting trays and drying 
racks. Please bring your 
own painting materials. 
Purchase a drop-in card 

free! 8 

DROP IN: POLLYWOG 
PRESCHOOL: Sep. 15-Dec. 
15, 9:30-11:30 a.m„ Weekly 
on Thu. Cost: $6/par- 
ent& child pair. $5/BCA 
members. Location: BCA 
Center, Burlington. This 
popular drop-in program 
introduces young children 
to artistic explorations 
in a multimedia environ- 

and social. Participants 
will work with homemade 
play dough, paint yarn, 
ribbon, paper and more! 
Parents must accompany 
their children. All materials 
provided. No registration 
necessary. Ages 6 months 
to 5 years. Purchase , 


^idgetth 


DROP-IN: FRIDAY NIGHT 
FAMILY CLAY: Fri., Sep. 16- 
Oec. 16 (no class Nov. 25). 
5:30-7:30 p.m. Cost: $6/ 
person, $5/8CA member. 
Location: BCA Clay Studio, 
250 Main St, Burlington. 
Learn wheel and hand 
building techniques at 
BCAs clay studio while 
hanging out with the 
family. Make bowls, cups 
and amazing sculptures. 
Staff will give wheel and 
hand building demon- 
strations throughout the 
evening. Price includes 
one fired and glazed piece 
per participant Additional 
fired and glazed pieces are 
$5 each. No registration 
necessary. All ages. Get a 
free visit! Purchase a $30 
punch card for six drop- 
in classes, $25 for BCA 
members. 

DROP-IN: PRESCHOOL 
CLAY: Sep. 16-Dec. 16. 
9:30-11:30 a.m.. Weekly 
on Fri. Cost $6/parent& 
child pair, $5/BCA mem- 
bers. Location: BCA Clay 
Studio, Burlington. This 
popular drop-in program 
introduces your child to 
artiste explorations in a 
multimedia environment 
that is both creative and 
social. Through art projects 
designed for early learners, 
young artists will draw, 
work with clay, and create 
collages, paint murals 
and more! Parents must 
accompany their childrea 
All materials provided. 
Ages 3 to 5. Get a free visit! 
Purchase a $30 punch card 
for six drop-in classes, $25 
for BCA members. 

childbirth 

BLISSBORN CHILDBIRTH 
HYPNOSIS: Classes meet 
in Burlington on Sat.. 
6:30-8:30 p.m, begin- 
ning Nov. 19. Classes meet 
in Montpelier on Sun., 

6-8 p.m., beginning Nov. 
20. Cost: $260/5 2-hr. 
classes. Materials Ind 
in cost. Location: South 
End Studio (Burlington): 
Yoga Mountain Center 
(Montpelier), 696 Pine 
St. Burlington: 7 Main St., 
Montpelier. Info: Unfolding 
Joy Hypnotherapy. Lauren 
Akin, 505-228-3741, 
LaurenAkin.CHt@gmail. 
com. hypnosisforjoy. 
com. A five-class series 
that combines powerful 
self-hypnosis techniques 
with childbirth education 


to control pain dissolve 
fears, and empower 
mothers to envision and 
create their perfect birth 
experience. Come learn the 
100% natural way to enjoy 
(yes, enjoy!) a birth that's 
relaxed, calm and con- 
nected. Partners, midwives 
or doulas are free to attend 


craft 


BOOKCRAFTING 
WORKSHOP: Sat., Nov. 

19, 9 a.m.-l p.m. Taught 
by Donna Stepien. 
Registration deadline: 
Wed, Nov. 16. Location: 
White River Craft Center, 
50 Randolph Ave, 
Randolph. Info: 728-8912. 
wrcraftcenter@comcast. 
net. This workshop is 
for anyone who would 
like to design and craft a 
book or journal. Perfect 
for holiday gift giving! 
You'll make three books: 
Japanese stab, concertina 
and saddle-stitch. Basic 
materials and supplies are 
provided. Bring anything 
flat/lightweight (maga- 
zine/newspaper clippings, 
drawings, photographs, 
buttons, beads, ribbons) to 
personalize your books. 
HULA-HOOP: MAKE YOUR 
OWN!: Dec. 8,6:30-8:30 
p.m.Cost:$25/dass. 
Location: CVU High School, 
10 mins, from exit 12, 
Hinesburg. Info: 482- 
7194, access@cvuhs.org, 
cvuweb.cvuhs.org/access. 
Make your own durable, 
beautiful Hula-Hoop out 
of high-quality materi- 
als. Join Carolyn in this 
one-night class to make, 
tape and design your own 
colorful Hula-Hoop. Great 
gift for yourself or another, 
no batteries necessary. 
Customize your hoop to 
create a truly original 
object of fun. All materials 
included in fee. Instructor: 
Carolyn Siccama. Limit: 10. 

dance 

BALANCE. HARMONY. 
BALLET: Cost: $13/class 
( class-card rates & an- 
nual memberships, too). 
Location: Burlington 
Dances, 1 Mill St, suite 
372, Burlington. Info: 
863-3369. Iucille@ 
naturalbodiespilates.com, 
NaturalBodiesPilates. 

unnecessary tension and 


connect with your inner 
dancer to shape, tone 
and align your body while 
experiencing elegance, 
personal growth and grace. 
Classes include teachings 
of the masters of move- 
ment Pilates, Delsarte, 
Balanchine, Vagonova. 
Laban and Bartenieff, for 
balance and harmony In 
the mind, heart and body. 
DANCE STUDIO 
SALSALINA: Location: 

266 Pine St., Burlington. 
Info: Victoria, 598-1077, 
info@salsalina.com. Salsa 
classes, nightclub-style, 
on-one and on-two, group 
and private, four levels. 
Beginner walk-in classes. 
Wednesdays, 7:15 p.m. 
Argentinean Tango class 
and social, Fridays, 7:30 
p.m, walk-ins welcome. No 
dance experience, partner 
or preregistration required, 

fun! Drop in any time and 
prepare for an enjoyable 
workout! 

LEARN TO SWING DANCE: 

Cost: $60/6-week series 
($50 for students/ 
seniors). Location: 
Champlain Club. 20 
Crowley St, Burlington. 
Info: lindyvermont.com, 
860-7501. Great fun, exer- 
cise and socializing, with 
fabulous music. Learn in a 
welcoming and lightheart- 

start every six weeks: 
Tuesdays for beginners: 
Wednesdays for upper 
levels. Instructors: Shirley 
McAdam and Chris Nickl. 
LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Cost: $50/4- 
week class. Location: 

The Champlain Club. 20 
Crowley St, Burlington. 

St. Albans, Colchester. 

Info: First Step Dance, 
598-6757, kevin@ 
firststepdance.com, 
FirstStepDance.com. 

Come alone, or come with 

learn to dance! Beginning 
classes repeat each month, 
but intermediate classes 
vary from month to month. 
As with all of our programs, 
everyone is encouraged to 
attend, and no partner is 
necessary. Three locations 
to choose from! 

empowerment 

DEVELOPING YOUR 
INTUITION: Nov. 19-20, 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Cost: $75/ 


weekend, incl. lunch 
& snacks both days. 
Location: 55 Clover Ln„ 
Waterbury. Info: Sue, 
244-7909. Learn six proven 
ways to access your inner 
wisdom and discover your 
personal intuitive style. 

Led by Dr. Sue Mehrtens, 
teacher and author, with 
over 30 years of experi- 
ence in Jungian analysis, 
dreamwork and leading 
adult programs. Limited to 
12 students. 

flynn arts 

FLYMMARTS 

HI 


AFROHOUSEHOP W/ SOUL 
NUBIAN: Intermediate 
Adults & Teens, Sat, Nov. 
12,11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Cost: 
$15/class. Location: Flynn 
Center, Burlington. Info: 
652-4537, flynnarts@ 
flynncenter.org, flynnarts. 
org. Soul Nubian (Rashid 
Pridgen), a mover and 
shaker in urban dance 
culture for nearly two 
decades, is the founder of 
Afrohousehop, a contem- 

in underground dance 
culture. In this workshop 
he introduces participants 
to AfroHouseHop, which 
builds on the stylistic 
forms of pan-African 
dance, the soulful founda- 
tions of house dance and 
the momentum of hip-hop. 
FOSSE JAZZ 
MASTERCLASS: Adults 
& teens, Fri, Nov. 18, 
5:45-8:45 p.m. Cost: $35/ 
class. Location: Flynn 
Center, Burlington. Info: 
652-4537, flynnarts® 
flynncenter.org, flynnarts. 
org. Terrie Robinson was 
one of the original dancers 
in the Broadway produc- 
tion of 'Pippin,' under jazz 
great Bob Fosse. Fosse 
is the man responsible 
for this highly distinctive 
jazz style, full of elegance, 
precision, humor, isolation, 
detail and show-stopping 
pizzazz. Challenge yourself 
in this one-day in 
for intermediate ar 



i 


classes 


THE FOLLOWING CLASS LISTINGS ARE PAID 
Vi ADVERTISEMENTS. ANNOUNCE YOUR CLASS FOR AS 
LITTLE AS S13.7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AD AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCUSS. 


FLYNN ARTS « P.5S 

advanced dancers, and tell 
yourfriends that there's 
only one degree of separa- 
tion between you and Bob 
Fosse! 

PACIFIC ISLANDS SONG & 
DANCE: Adults & Teens, 
Thu., Nov. 17,7-8:30 p.m. 
Cost: $18/dass. Location: 
Flynn Center. Burlington. 
Info: 652-4537, flynnarts® 
flynncenter.org, flynn- 
arts.org.This workshop 
is led by performers from 
the Polynesian island of 
Tokelau whose perfor- 
mance 'Water Is Rising' 
raises awareness of the 
plight they face: rising 
water levels due to global 
warming, submerging 
their homeland and forc- 
ing loss of their culture as 
they assimilate into other 
lands. In this participatory 
workshop you’ll learn some 
of the traditional songs 
and dance forms they've 
used for centuries to 
record history and express 
deep feelings through 
elegant movement, vibrant 
rhythms and the power of 
communal expression. No 
experience necessary. 
ACTOR TRAINING 
WORKSHOP: LECOO 
TECHNIQUE W/ CONOR 
LOVETT. Intermediate 
Adults & Teens. Tue., Nov. 
15, 6-9 p.m. Cost: $40/ 
class. Location: Flynn 
Center, Burlington. Info: 
652-4537, flynnarts. 
org, flynnarts.org. Conor 
Lovett, artistic director of 
Ireland's Gare St Lazare 
Players, trained as an actor 
at Ecole Internationale de 
Theatre de Jacques Lecoq 
in Paris. At the Flynn he'll 
be performing his one- 
man Moby Dick and will 
lead this practical actor 
training workshop covering 
key elements of Lecoq s 
training techniques with 
an emphasis on exploring 
each actor's own state as 
a starting point to build 


character, emotion and 
attitude. 

gardening 

MASTER GARDENER 2011 
COURSE: Feb. 7-May. 1, 
6:15-9 p.m.. Weekly on 
Tue. Cost: $385/ind. 
Sustainable Gardening 
book. Late fee after Jan. 
20. Noncredit course. 
Location: Various lo- 
cations, Bennington, 
Brattleboro, Johnson. 
Lyndon, Montpelier, 
Middlebury, Newport. 
Randolph Ctr., Rutland, 
Springfield. St. Albans. 
Waterbury. White River 
Jet. Info: 656-9562, mas- 
ter.gardener@uvm.edu. 
uvm.edu/mastergardener. 
Learn the keys to a healthy 
and sustainable home 
landscape as University 
of Vermont faculty and 
experts focus on gardening 
in Vermont. This non- 
credit course covers a wide 
variety of horticultural 
topics: fruit and vegetable 
production, flower garden- 
ing, botany basics, plant 
pests, soil fertility, disease 
management, healthy 
lawns, invasive plant con- 
trol, introduction to home 
landscaping and more! 

helen day 
art center 



Helen Day 

Art Center 


253-8358 



PAPER MARBLING FOR 
KIDS 8i ADULTS: Nov. 11. 
1-4 p.m. Cost: $35/class 
(family discount of $10/ 


person). Location: Helen 
Day Art Center, 5 School 
St., Stowe. Learn the 
Italian art of paper decora- 
tion. The marbling process 
is as fun as it is easy for 
anyone to do. It involves 
floating paint on top of 
water and swirling designs 
that are then transferred 
onto specially treated 
paper. Every print is to- 
tally unique! Participants 
will create a numberof 
marbled papers to use for 
stationery, collage, wrap- 
ping paper, scrap booking 
and more. Instructor: 
Natasha Bogar. 

herbs 

EDIBLE/MEDICINAL 
PLANTS OF THE 
NORTHEAST: Cost: $20/ 
session, $1 50/prepaid. 
Location: NatureHaven, 
431 East Rd.. Milton. Info: 
Laurie DiCesare, 893-1845, 
naturehaven8@hughes. 
net. 10-session home 
study/field trip program. 
Includes botany, folk- 
lore, traditional. Native 
American and current 
uses: printed plant family 
handouts, hands-on herb 
projects, local park walks. 
Flexible scheduling certifi- 
cate. Individual or group 
nature walks, interpretive 
trails, species listing also 
available. 

WISDOM OF THE HERBS 
SCHOOL: Open House, 
Saturday, Dec. 3. 1-3 p.m. 
atfliisi Tea Room. 34 Elm 
St„ Montpelier. Winter 
Ecology Walks with George 
will be announced on our 
Facebook page or join 

Wisdom of the Herbs 2012: 
April 21-22, May 19-20, 
June 16-17, July 14-15, 
August 11-12, September 
8-9, October 6-7 8. 
November 3-4. 2012. Wild 
Edibles Intensive 2012: 
Spring/Summer Term: 

May 27, June 24 and July 
22, 2012 and Summer/ 

Fall Term: August 19, 
September 16 and October 
14, 2012. VSAC non-degree 
grants are available to 
qualifying applicants. 
Location: Wisdom of the 
Herbs School. Woodbury. 
Info: 456-8122. annie@ 
wisdomoftheherbsschool. 
com, wisdomofthe- 
herbsschool.com. Earth 
skills for changing times. 
Experiential programs 
embracing local wild edible 


and medicinal plants, food 
as first medicine, sus- 
tainable living skills, and 
the inner journey. Annie 
McCleary, director, and 
George Lisi. naturalist. 

holistic health 

HAND WISDOM: JOURNEY 
TO HEALTH: NOV. 12, 
1:30-3:30 p.m., & Nov. 17, 
6-8 pjn. Location: Spirit 
Dancer, 125 S. Winooski 
Ave.. Burlington. Info: 

Hand Tales. Julie or Janet. 
655-5229, J.Sonack® 
yahoo.com, handtales. 
com. Free hand analysis 
group clinic! Come explore 
what your hands have to 
say about your life purpose 
and how injuries may be 
sending you a message. 
Join Janet and Julie to 
test out some theories and 
discover the power and 
magic of your hands. 

language 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN 
NEW DOORS: Location: 
Spanish in Waterbury 
Center. Waterbury Ctr. 

Info: Spanish in Waterbury 
Center. 585-1025, spanish- 
paravos@gmail.com, span- 
ishwaterburycenter.com. 
Broaden your horizons, 
connect with a new world. 
We provide high-quality, 
affordable instruction in 
the Spanish language for 
adults, teens and children. 
Personal instruction from 
a native speaker via small 
classes, private instruction 
or student tutoring, includ- 
ing AP. See our website for 
complete information or 
contact us for details. 

martial arts 

AIKIDO: Join now & 

bership for $190. This 
special rate includes a free 
uniform ($50 value) and 
unlimited classes 7 days a 
week. Location: Aikido of 
Champlain Valley, 257 Pine 
St. (across from Conant 
Metal & Light), Burlington. 
Info: 951-8900, burling- 
tonaikido.org. Aikido is a 
dynamic Japanese martial 
art that promotes physi- 
cal and mental harmony 
through the use of breath- 
ing exercises, aerobic 
conditioning, circular 
movements, and pinning 
and throwing techniques. 
We also teach sword/staff 


arts and knife defense. The 
Samurai Youth Program 
provides scholarships for 
children and teenagers, 
ages 7-17. We also offer 
classes for children ages 

5- 6. Classes are taught by 
Benjamin Pincus Sensei, 
Vermont's only fully 
certified (Shidoin) Aikido 
teacher. 

AIKIDO: Location: 

Vermont Aikido. 274 
N. Winooski Ave. (2nd 
floor), Burlington. Info: 
Vermont Aikido. 862- 
9785, vermontaikido.org. 
Aikido for Children (ages 

6- 12) at Vermont Aikido. 
Class starts October 29. 
Saturday mornings, 9:30- 
10:30. $50 monthly fee 
includes uniform you get 
to take home. Aikido trains 
body and spirit together, 
promoting physical flexibil- 
ity with flowing movement, 
martial awareness with 
compassionate connec- 
tion, respect for others and 
confidence in oneself. 
VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 
JITSU: Mon.-Fri.. 6-9 p.m., 
& Sat, 10 a.m. 1st class Is 
free. Location: Vermont 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. 55 
Leroy Rd., Williston. Info: 
660-4072, Julio@bjjusa. 
com, vermontbjj.com. 
Classes for men. women 
and children. Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu enhances strength, 
flexibility, balance, coordi- 
nation and cardio-respira- 
tory fitness. Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu training builds and 
helps to instill courage and 
self-confidence. We offer 

a legitimate Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu martial arts program 
in a friendly, safe and posi- 
tive environment. Accept 
no imitations. Learn from 
one of the worlds besL 
Julio ‘Foca’ Fernandez, 
CBJJ and IBJJF certified 
6th Degree Black Belt, 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu instruc- 
tor under Carlson Grade 
Sr., teaching in Vermont, 
born and raised in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil! A 5-time 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu National 
Featherweight Champion 
and 3-time Rio de Janeiro 
State Champion. Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

VING TSUNKUNGFU: 

Mon. & Wed., 5:30-7:30. 
Cost: $90/mo. Location: 
Robert Miller Center. 130 
Gosse Ct„ Burlington. Info: 
MOYTUNG KUNG FU.NiCk, 
318-3383, KUNGFU.VT® 
GMAIL.COM, MOYTUNGVT. 


COM. Traditional Moy Yat 
VingTsun Kung Fu. Learn 
a highly effective combina- 
tion of relaxation, center 
line control and economy 
of motion. Take physical 
stature out of the equa- 
tion: with the time-tested 
VingTsun system, simple 
principles work with any 
body type. Free introduc- 
tory class. 

meditation 

LEARN TO MEDITATE: 

Meditation instruction 
available Sunday morn- 
ings, 9 a.m.-l 2 p.m., or 
by appointment The 
Shambhala Cafe meets 
the first Saturday of each 
month for meditation and 
discussions, 9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
An Open House occurs 
every third Friday evening 
of each month, 7-9 p.m.. 
which includes an intro 
to the center, a short 
dharma talk and social- 
izing. Location: Burlington 
Shambhala Center, 187 So. 
Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Info: 658-6795, burling- 
tonshambhalactr.org. 
Through the practice of 
sitting still and following 
your breath as it goes out 
and dissolves, you are con- 
necting with your heart 
By simply letting yourself 
be. as you are, you develop 
genuine sympathy toward 
yourself The Burlington 
Shambhala Center offers 
meditation as a path to 
discovering gentleness 
and wisdom. 

photography 

FALL PHOTOGRAPHY 
CLASSES: 1-on-l Private 
classes. Cost: $69/half 
day. $99/full day. Location: 
Linda Rock Photography, 
48 Laurel Dr., Essex 
Jet. Info: 238-9540, 
lrphotography@comcast. 
net Beginner Digital 
Photography, Intermediate 
Digital Photography, 

Digital Workflow, Lighting 
Techniques, Set Up Your 
Photo Business, People 
Posing Photoshop and 
more. See what we offer 
at lindarockphotography. 
com for more details. Sign 
up today! 

pilates 

ALL WELLNESS: Location: 
128 Lakeside Ave., suite 
103. Burlington. Info: 




CLASS PHOTOS + MORE INFO ONLINE SEVENDAYSVT.COM/CLASSES 


863-9900, aliwelinessvt. 
com. We encourage all 
ages, all bodies and all 
abilities to discover greater 
ease and enjoyment in life 
by integrating physical 
therapy. Pilates Reformer. 
Power Pilates mat classes. 
Vinyasa and Katonah Yoga, 
and indoor cycling. Come 
experience our welcom- 
ing atmosphere, skillful 
instructors and beautiful, 
light-filled studio- your first 
fitness class is free if you 
mention this ad! 

reiki 

USUI REIKI: 1ST DEGREE: 

Nov.20, lOa.m.-S p.m. 
Cost: $175/6-hr. class. 
Location: Vermont 
Center for Energy 
Medicine, Hinesburg. 

Info: Vermont Center for 
Energy Medicine. Cindy 
Carse, 985-9580, cindy@ 
energymedicinevt.com. 
energymedicinevt.com. 
Learn Reiki, a traditional 
Japanese healing art 
that facilitates health 
and transformation on 
all levels (body, mind and 
spirit). Reiki can be sup- 
portive of any life path or 
career. In this class, you 
will be attuned to Reiki and 
trained to practice Reiki for 
yourself, loved ones, plants 
and animals. 

tai chi 

SNAKE-STYLE TAI CHI 
CHUAN: Beginner classes 
Sat mornings & Wed. 
evenings. Call to view a 
class. Location: Bao Tak 
Fai Tai Chi Institute, 100 
Church St.. Burlington. 

Info: 864-7902, Iptaichi. 
org. The Yang Snake 
Style is a dynamic tai chi 
method that mobilizes the 
spine while stretching and 
strengthening the core 
body muscles. Practicing 
this ancient martial art 
increases strength, flexibil- 
ity, vitality, peace of mind 
and martial skill. 
TAIJIOUAN, BEGINNERS 
WELC OME: Nov. 4. 6-7 p jn.. 
Weekly on Fri. Cost: $5/lst 
class. Location: Wu Xing 
Chinese Martial Arts (Old 
Magic Hat Brewery Bldg.), 
180 Flynn Ave., Burlington. 
Info: WuXing Chinese 
Martial Arts, 355-1301, 
wxcma@yahoo.com, face- 
book.com/wxcma.The key 
elements ofTaijiquan are 
relaxation and mental and 


physical suppleness. It is 
an excellent mental, physi- 
cal and spiritual exercise 
for people of all ages and 
athletic ability. Our school 
offers a friendly, noncom- 
petitive environmenL $5 
for first class: enroll for 
$40 per month. 

YANG-STY LETAI CHI: 
Beginner’s class, Wed,, 
5:30. All levels class on 
Sat., 8:30 a.m. Cost: $16/ 
class. Location: Vermont 
Tai Chi Academy & Healing 
Center, 180 Flynn Ave., 
Burlington. Turn right Into 
driveway immediately 
after the railroad tracks. 
Located in the old Magic 
Hat Brewery building. Info: 
318-6238. Tai Chi is a slow- 
moving martial art that 
combines deep breathing 
and graceful movements 
to produce the valuable 
effects of relaxation, 
improved concentra- 
tion, improved balance, a 
decrease in blood pressure 
and ease in the symptoms 
of fibromyalgia. Janet 
Makaris, instructor. 

Vermont 
center for 
yoga and 
therapy 



WOMEN, FOOD. AND SELF- 
LOVE WITH TISHA SHULL 
MA. CYI AND LAURINDA 
POIRIER-SOLOMON, 
MPH.RN: Nov. 12. 9:30 
a.m.-3 p.m. Cost: $70/day. 
Location: Vermont Center 
for Yoga & Therapy, 364 
Dorset St., suite 204, S. 
Burlington. For women 
seeking a positive group 
experience, focusing on 
developing self-awareness 
and intuition around food. 
Along with gentle yoga/ 
meditation, Shiatsu body- 
work, Reiki and a shared, 
vegetarian meal, this work- 
shop is a wonderful way to 
enter the colder months 
from a place of intention 
and consciousness. VHAP 
accepted. 


RESTORATIVE YOGA & 
REIKI: REST & RECHARGE, 
SLOW TO THE WORLD W/ 
MARY BETH CACCIOLA& 
MARTHA WHITNEY: Dec. 8, 
6-8 phi. Cost: $30/dass. 
Location: Vermont Center 
for Yoga and Therapy. 

364 Dorset St., suite 
204, S. Burlington. When 
life speeds up we often 
forget the importance of 
rest that which gives us 
quiet time, space, nourish- 
ment and rejuvenation. 
Experience the practices 
of Restorative Yoga and 
Reiki. Martha will guide a 
Restorative Yoga practice, 
while Mary Beth will offer 
Reiki, a subtle and effective 
form of energy healing. 

yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: $14/ 
class, $130/class card. $5- 
$10 community classes. 
Location: Evolution 
Yoga. Burlington. Info: 
864-9642. yoga@evolu- 
tionvt.com, evolutionvt. 
com. Evolution's certified 
teachers are skilled with 
students ranging from 
beginner to advanced. We 
offer classes in Vinyasa. 
Anusara-inspired. Kripalu 
and Iyengar yoga. Babies/ 
kids classes also avail- 
able! Prepare for birth and 
strengthen postpartum 
with pre- /postnatal yoga, 
and check out our thriv- 
ing massage practice. 
Participate In our commu- 
nity blog: evolutionvt.com/ 
evoblog. 

SIMON PARK AT 
LAUGHING RIVER: Nov. 
11-13: Fri., 7-9 p.m.: Sat, 
noon-5 p.m.; Sun. 9:30 
a.m.-noon. $35-40/work- 
shop or $130 /whole week- 
end. Location: Laughing 
River Yoga, Chace Mill, 
suite 126, Burlington. Info: 
343-8119, laughingriv- 
eryoga.com. Vinyasa fans! 
Take your practice to the 
next level with Vinyasa 
yoga instructor Simon Park 
and Dj Hyfi. Chosen by 
Yoga Journal as ‘one of the 
most influential and gifted, 
next generation of Yoga 
teachers," Simon will teach 
four workshops, including 
Artful Assists for Vinyasa 

laughingriveryoga.com/ 



PHOTOGRAPHY OF 


SEVEN DAYS 




An audioA/isual 
depiction of a 
dynamic decade 
through the lens 
of Seven Days' 
photographer 
Matthew Thorsen 

A touring time capsule 
that combines 
photographs with 
music and audio 
commentary from 
the artist 
A showcase of 
Vermont's incredible 
music scene during 
the 1990s. 


s 

6 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12 7-10PM 

MAGLIANERO 47 MAPLE STREET. BURLINGTON. FREE/ALL AGES 

INDIECON HARDCORE SHOWCASE 

WITH: MY REVENGE, GET A GRIP, 

NO SUBMISSION, GROUND ZERO 

PRINTS FROM THE EXHIBIT ARE AVAILABLE 
ONLINE AT WWW.CREATIVEHABITATVT.COM. 


MADE POSSIBLE WITH CENEROUS SUPPORT FROM: 


23in A 

^ ARTWORKS. 
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T he 1990s are often name- 
checked as a high point in the 
Burlington music scene, but 
the following decade proved 
equally fertile for local music. Some of the 
city’s most memorable and beloved acts 
emerged during the early 2000s, including 
Swale, the Cush, the Jazz Guys, RAQ and 
even a bar band called Grace Potter and the 
Nocturnals. 

About halfway through that decade, 
a slowly fermenting underground scene 
started bubbling up. Art spaces such as 
the Narthex House and the Green Door 
Studio began hosting shows that felt more 
like intimate parties with live music. Later, 
the Fifth Element, the Bakery and other 
nontraditional venues offered solace to 
outsider acts that had much smaller audi- 
ences than, say, Grateful Dead cover bands 
at Nectar's. 

A band called Nest Material was at the 
center of those early days of Burlington’s 
creative music underground. (According 
to some sources, they may have been the 

Started by a group of friends who want- 
ed to make something "chaotic” together, 
Nest Material aimed to play - and listen - 
in the moment The seven-person collec- 
tive played traditional rock instruments, 
as well as bassoons, oboes, saxophones, 
synthesizers, percussion, loops, turntables 
and various other noisemakers. They drew 
from krautrock, psych folk, free jazz, con- 
temporary classical, noise rock and beyond 
to produce an unclassifiable riot of sound 
Their complex and challenging music of- 
ten displayed breathtaking openness and 
visceral emotion — with dulcimer. Nest 
Material recorded the madness on several 
albums, including two 2006 long players. 
Metaphysical Graffiti and Radio Kinetics. 

While their music was unlike that of 
any other Burlington band. Nest Mate- 
rial’s story arc is familiar: A bunch of 
friends practiced and gigged around town 
for a couple of years, did some recording 
and then slowly fell apart Some members 
moved to far-off dties. Others stayed in 
Burlington. 

This Friday, November 11, they’ll re- 
unite for a one-off gig to celebrate drum- 
mer JB Ledoux’s 30th birthday. 

Several band members recently an- 
swered questions about their collaborative 
creative process and what they learned 
from the experience. What follows is a 
short oral history of Nest Material from 
members of the band, as well as insight 
from friends and musicians Greg Davis and 
Toby Aronson, and former Seven Days mu- 


Memory Lane 

Experimental out-rockers Nest 
Material reunite for one night only 

BY MATT BUSHL0W 


sic editor Casey Rae-Hunter. who wrote 
about the band during its heyday. 

In the Beginning 

“I don’t remember how the band came 
together exactly, but I do remember we 
were very intent on making something 
chaotic. I know someone was playing an 
alarm clock radio at die first practice.” 
—Ben Hedstrom, guitar 

"... It seemed that every practice we had 
was a type of musical discussion." - Sarah 
Rubbins-Breen, trombone 

"Everybody just went into it with their 
own influences and their own idea of what 
they wanted to do. and kind of threw it all 
together in a pot and let it duke its way 
out.” - Tanner McCuin, synthesizers 
“They just wanted to run a turntable 
backwards and fart on a synthesizer for 
hours at a time, and I was like, ’Well, 1 have 
a drum set What am I supposed to do?'” 
— JB Ledoux, drums, percussion 
The Burlington Scene Before 
Nest Material 

"There was absolutely no experimen- 
tal music scene at all. ... The closest tiling 
was maybe some of [Signal to Noise editor] 
Pete Gershon's free jazz concerts that he 
did from time to time.” — Greg Davis, elec- 
tronic composer and musician 

“I think a very small percentage of the 


DJ community was exploring out-elcc- 
tronica, but it was by and large beat-driv- 
en sound collage and nothing terribly out 
there ._ Some portions of the jazz scene 
were pretty progressive, but there was 
really no center to things.” - Casey Rae- 
Hunter. former Seven Days music editor 
Playing Out 

“They could play a really mellow, 
beautiful acoustic set in the 1/2 Lounge, 
where people were playing slide whistles, 
and then they could have these freak- 
out tilings where they’re throwing shit 
around and screaming and getting naked.” 
—Toby Aronson 

“I felt like I never really existed in the 
physical realm of Nest Material. I was 
always like a little birdie floating above. 
All [the] guys were, like, doing beats and 
rhythms and chords and stuff, and I was 
just like bee-de-be-dee-dee [makes bird 
saxophone sounds].” — Sara-Paule Koeller 

“Playing alongside both really learned 
and experienced musicians, as well as am- 
ateur noisemakers. made me realize that 
emotion was at least as important as talent, 
maybe more so.” — JB Ledoux 
Changes 

“Once it became a thing we all started 
to have an idea of what that thing was, and 
it was a little different for everybody. In- 


stead of listening more, we all tried to di- 
rect more.” - Tanner McCuin 

"In retrospect, it’s fairly obvious that 
even the littlest amount of conscious 
thought that made its way into our mu- 
sic probably damaged it to some degree. 
Controlling the indulgence of conscious- 
ness in our music played heavily into the 
creative process for better and worse.” 

— Ben Hedstrom 

"When there's seven people in a band, 
one of them is always moving for school.” 

- JB Ledoux 

Looking Back 

“Nest Material changed the way I lis- 
ten to music, because I no longer needed 
a four-on- the- floor rock band to get me off. 
1 could listen to complex improv or simple 
synth drones and still get the same enjoy- 
ment” -JB Ledoux 

“It affirmed a lot of what I suspected 
about music: That it’s difficult, that it chal- 
lenges you, takes you out of your comfort 
zone. It could be a lot to do with the type 
of music we were playing: improvisation- 
al noise/rock in front of a live audience. 
Sometimes you'd hit your stride and it was 
like you couldn't hit a bad note, other times 
it was nothing but sour notes ... It could be 
unnerving." - Tanner McCuin 

"1 felt like there was a really nice spirit 
and communi ty around what they were do- 
ing at the time. They were all good friends 
of mine and they’ve mostly all moved away 
since then, so I have fond memories. But 
really there wasn't much of an experimen- 
tal music scene in Burlington, before or af- 
ter Nest Material." - Greg Davis® 
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Once Bitten 

Once again we find ourselves 
with so much to cover this 
week, and yet such precious 
little space in which to do so. 
What’s an ADHD-stricken 
music columnist to do? Hows 
about we Occupy Soundbites 
with a rapid-fire edition? 

Get your placards ready... 
Leadingoff the week’s 
entertainment options, a 
rare — for this column — 
foray into highbrow cultural 
territory. I know. I'm as 
shocked as you. Anyway, far 
more notable music pundits 
than I have hailed steve 
reich as the world’s greatest 
living composer. While his 
famed contemporary, Philip 
glass, may take exception 
to dial notion, Reich has the 
hardware to back it up. The 
Grammy- winning composer 
was arguably as important 
as Glass in die evolution 
of minimalist music in 
the 1960s, alongside such 
pioneering pals as lamonte 
YOUNG and TERRY RILEY. 

In short, the now 75-year- 
old helped alter the course 
of contemporary music, 
which probably explains 
the Pulitzer Prize he won in 
2009 for his piece. "Double 
Sextet." And, yes, that would 
be the first time the words 
“Pulitzer Prize” have been 
written in diis space. Reich 
is appearing at the UVM 
Recital Hall this Wednesday, 
November 16, to discuss his 
music and career. A short, 
free concert featuring his 
groundbreaking work “Piano 
Phase," will be performed 
by pianists and groovy UV 
faculty members, Sylvia 
Parker and David Feurzeig. 
The evening will also feature 
a piece called “Vermont 
Counterpoint,” performed 
by a decidedly un-minimal 
ensemble of 10 — count 'em, 
10! — flautists. Really. 

And if that's not enough 
to sate your minimalist thirst, 
well, you should probably 
reevaluate your idea of the 
term “minimal.” Earlier in 


the day, UVM faculty and 
students will perform Reich's 
“Clapping Music” along with 
minimalist compositions 
from a number of other 
composers at the Davis 


After chatting with the 
rosewood thieves front man, 
erick Jordan, for a piece in 
last week’s column, 1 was 
really curfous to know how 
the reconfigured band's 
two-night stand opening 
for state radio at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom went 
last weekend. Unable to 
attend myself, I dispatched 
a spy to die Friday-night 
gig Her assessment: 
“Ahhhhhmazing.” Thanks, 
mystery woman. 


Speaking of Higher Ground, 
following up last Thursday’s 
acoustic performance, gypsy 
punks gogolbordello again 
take to the Ballroom stage 
this Thursday, November 
10 , for a full-on electrified 
performance. What’s 
notable is that Gogol front 
man eugene hutz has tabbed 
bands fronted by two of his 
old B-town pals to open 
the show: james kochalka 

SUPERSTAR and BLUE BUTTON. 


Regular readers are 
undoubtedly familiar with 
JKS, but diey may not know 
that, once upon a time, Hutz 
was a member of diat band — 
though in fairness, I’m pretty 
sure anyone who played 
music in Burlington in the 
1990s was in JKS at some 
point. The thoroughly ass- 
kicking Blue Button is the 
latest and perhaps greatest 
project from jason cooley, 
who, once upon the exact 
same time, was the bass 
player for Hutz’s legendary 
B-town punk band, the fags. 
See where I’m going here? 

Clearly, this would be 
the point in die column 
where I shamelessly beg for 
a Fags reunion. And though 
it would make sense, what 
with two-thirds of the lineup 


on die same stage. I’m not 
gonna do dial. Instead, I’ll 
simply harp on Cooley to 
finish his band's fucking 
debut album already. When 
you see them this week, 
you’ll understand why I’m so 
anxious. 


Speaking of long-awaited 
new albums, heloise williams 
... what the hell? The disco- 
rock diva has been promising 
her new record with the 
savoir fairs for what seems 
like an eternity now — OK, 
it’s only been, like, a year. But 
still. Anyway, this Saturday, 
November 12, Heloise and 
company plan to debut some 
tunes from that fordicoming 
record at the BCA Center in 
Burlington, oj disco phantom 


Band Name of the Week: 
The dirty blondes. Kinda 
cheating here, as the Dirty 
Blondes have been around 
for a long, long time. In fact. 

Seven Daysies awards for 
Best Vermont Band - which 
I’m sure is in no way related 
to the fact that vocalist diane 
sullivan works for Seven 


Days. Nope. Nothing fishy 
about diat at all ... ahem. 
Aaaany way, this week, the 
hard- partying Blondes 
improbably celebrate dteir 
12' 1 ' anniversary with a show 
at Club Metronome they’ve 
dubbed “The Dirty Dozen: 

12 Years of Explosive Rock." 
Of course, in an annoying 
twist of scheduling fate, the 
show is the same frigging 
night as Gogol Bordello at 
HG. In fact, the Blondes have 
challenged Hutz and Co. 
to a rumble on Main Street 
later that evening. By die 
way, I’m setting the odds 
on diat melee at three-to- 
one in favor of the Blondes. 
Seriously, 1 would not mess 
with those cats, and Hutz is 
surprisingly slight in person. 
Also slated to appear, rockers 

previous BNOTW winners: 

DiNOBRAVOand crazyhearse. 


While we're handicapping 
fights between local 
musicians, DJs craig mitchell 
and fattie B are reprising 
their epic bouts from earlier 
in die yenr with a turntable 


music 



Burlington 

College 


WANTED!!! 


TRAM 
DEJUI OR ME! 


Rent-a-Geek 


1-888-SOS-GEEK 

Friendly Cu-site Computer Support 


INDIVIDUALIZED 
MASTERS DEGREE 


SPRING 2012 APPLICATION 

DEADLINE DECEMBER 2 


WED. 09 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with DJ Craig 

CLUB METRONOME: Mushpost 

FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9:30 p.m.. 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: 

One Tor the Road (ski film), 8 p.m, 
$8/10/12. AA. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO & CAFE Paul 
Asbell & Clyde Stats (Jazz). 7 p.m.. 





Wandering Minstrel ian thomas got his start as a street musiciaa including 
a lengthy stintbusldng in Burlington some years ago. Since that time, the songwriter has found 
a home in Knoxville, Tenn., and become a rising star in Americana circles. He's shared the stage 
with the Avett Brothers, Tnj Mahal and the Carolina Chocolate Drops, to name just a few. In 
support of his latest album, Live At Preservation Pub, Thomas returns to Vermont for a four-night 
run of shows: Friday. November 11, at the Skinny Pancake in Burlington: Saturday, November 12. at 
Radio Bean; Monday, November 14, at the Monkey House; and Tuesday, November IS, at the Bee’s 
Knees in Morrisville. 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Paul Cataldo 



HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE 

LOUNGE: Spose (hip-hop), 8: 30 p.m.. 


cetitral 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam. 6 pm.. 

with B.O.B.. 9:30 pm. $S. V 
CHARLIE O'S: Saint Anyway 

MULLIGAN'S IRISH PUB: Open MIC 


champlain valley 

BAR ANTIDOTE Josh Brooks 


(Vermontlcana). 8 pm„ Free. 



GOOD TIMES CAFE Roy Book Binder 


ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open 
Bluegrass Session. 8 pm.. Donations. 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Michael Murdock 


MOOG'S: The Midnight Brothers 
(acoustic). 8:30 p.m.. Free 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Open MIc. B p.m. Free. 
OLIVE RIDLEY'S Completely 
Stranded (Improv comedy), 7:30 p.m.. 


THU. 10 

burlington area 

CLUB METRONOME: lire Dirty 
Shark Victim. Gas & Oil (rockl 7 pm. $5. 
FRANNY O'S: Karaoke. 9 p.m. Free. 

Bordello (gypsy punk) 8:30 p.m. 
$30/35/50. AA. 


LEUNIG'S BISTRO A CAFt: Mike 
LIFT: DJ Josh Bugbee (hip-hop), 10 

MONKEY HOUSE: MSR Presents: 
Hotels and Highways (Americana), 
8:30 p.m.. $S. IB*. 

NECTAR'S: Trivia Mania with Top Hat 

Flynn and Soul Patrol (soul). 10 p.m. 
$5/10, IB*. 

O'BRIEN'S IRISH PUB: OJ Dominic 
(hip-hop), 9:30 p.m., Free. 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL Collette & the 



Free. Kat Wright & the Indomitable Soul 
Band(soul).llpm.$3. 

RASPUTIN'S: 101 Thursdays with Pres 
& DJ Dan (hip-hop). 10 p.m., Free/$5. 

p.m.. Free. A-Dog Presents (hip-hop). 


REO SQUARE BLUE ROOM: DJ CreB 



central 

THE BLACK DOOR: The Heckhounds 
(blues), 6:30 p.m. $5. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN Thirsty 

(hlp-hop), 10 pm.. Free. 


champlain valley 

ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open MIc. B 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: DJ Dizzle 
(Top 40), 10 pm., Free. 

northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Paul Cataldo (singer- 
songwriter). 7:30 pm, Donations. 

RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: DJ 

Two Rivers (hlp-hop), 10 p.m.. Free 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Steven Smith Band 
(rock). 10 p.m.. Free 


0 LIVE RIDLEY'S: Karaoke with 
Beniamin Bright and Ashley Kollar, 6 


TABU CAFt & NIGHTCLUB Karaoke 
Nightwlth Sassy Entertainment 5 

THERAPY: Threesome Thursdays 
with DJ Deuces (hlp-hop). 10 p.m., 

F ree. Therapy Thursdays with DJ 
NYCE (Top 40), 10:30 p.m.. Free 


FRI.ll 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: The Peterman Trio 
(jazzL 7 p.m, Free. 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 


CLUB METRONOME: NoOIggity: 



FRANNY O'S: Groove Thlng(rock), 
9:30 p.m. Free. 


HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: The 

Machine ( Pink Floyd tribute). 9 pm. 


Karaoke. 10 p.m. Free. 

LEVITY: F nday Night Comedy 
(standup). 8 p.m, $5. 

UFT: Ladies Night 9 p.m, Free/$3. DJ 
AJ ( hip-hop). 10 p.m. Free. 
MANHATTAN PIZZA & PUB: 2nd 

MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Simply 

Acoustic. 8:30 p.m. Free 
MONKEY HOUSE: Nest Material. 



k GRILL Leno& Young 
:). 5 p.m. Free Justice 
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battle at 1/2 Lounge this 
Wednesday, November 9. 
This is actually the third 
such title match between 
the veteran area tumtablists. 
Rounds one and two were 
reportedly both draws. So 
I'm giving even odds here, 
though, based purely on 
strength of jokey nicknames, 
the smart money is on Jockey 
Balboa (Fattie B) over Apollo 
Creed (Mitchell), the latter 
of which is literally the name 
of the character in the Rocky 
movies and thus loses points 
for lack of punny ingenuity. 
Sorry, Craig. 

Songwriter joe aoler has 
a new record in hand, 
which he plans to release at 
Radio Bean this Thursday, 
November 11, 2011 at — wait 
for it — 11:11 a.m. Anybody 
wanna guess how many 
songs are on it? 

Nicholas conckun debuts a 
new endeavor this week 

called FILTHINGTON PREP. 

Unlike his taste-making 
electronic-dance-music 
collective mushpost, FP 


partying college crowd titan 
Mushpost's usual high- 
minded electro fare. In a 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE S' 

recent email, Concklin writes 
that FP won’t abandon the 
artistic values set forth by 
Mushpost, but that those 
shows will be geared more 
toward a “good ol' fashioned 
party." See for yourself this 
Wednesday, November 
16, when Filthington Prep 
presents figure with the 
killabits at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom. 

What do joshua panda and 
poison's bret Michaels have in 
common? If you said “sleazy 
reality TV show" ... you’re 
an idiot. Oddly enough, the 
two singers will soon share a 
stage. No, really. Both Panda 
and Michaels will appear 
at a veterans’ benefit in 
Westfield, N.Y., diis Friday, 
November 11. Curious to 
know more? Ask Panda all 
about it when he plays a 
benefit closer to home for the 
Savoy Theater die following 
night, Saturday, November 
12, at Montpelier City Hall 
with the martin guigui all star 

BAND and TOWER OF POWER'S 


And while we're in the 
capital city, I'm happy to 
report the recent Stomp and 
Smash Irene benefit with 


the DEVIL MAKES three at the 

Vermont College of Fine Arts 
gymnasium in Montpelier 
raised more dian $10,000 for 
die Vermont Disaster Relief 
Fund. Nice work. 

I was at a pretty wild 
Halloween party a few 
weekends ago and caught a 
gnarly collaboration between 
lynguistic civilians and LEARIC 
from the aztext. Though I 
can’t fully vouch for how 
it might sound while not 
under the influence of, um, 
a Teen Wolf costume. I'm 
guessing their set at Nectar's 
diis Wednesday, November 


16 , will be more than worth 
checking out 

Last but not least, happy 
birdiday, WBKM. The online 
radio station and purveyors 
of “Burlington's Kinda 
Music" turns 4 this Saturday, 
November 12, with a birthday 
bash at Nectar’s featuring 
seth yacovone and the book 
embluesband. Swing by early 
for an acoustic set from andy 
LUGO, who is releasinghis 
latest solo EP, Loved Ones. © 



SPECIAL 


1 Large 1 -Topping Pizza 
1 Dozen Wings 
2 Liter Coke Product 

$19.99 


973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 655-5550 
www.threebrotherspizzavt.com 



MON -11/14 -NECTARS 

METAL MONDAYS 

SW1FTSHIRE • THE KNIGHTS OF CRINITUS 
& AMADIS 
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Lead By Example If ever the country needed a Guthrie, it might be now. As 
the United States finds itself mired in a profound social and political divide, we look to heroes for 
inspiration. Just as her father, Arlo, and grandfather, Woody, did in previous eras, songwriter SARAH 
lee guthrie seems poised to become the voice of disillusioned Americans. Bright Examples, her latest 
album with husband JOHNNY IRION, is a cosmic- folk opus sonically removed from the traditional follde 
aesthetic associated with her musical family’s name. But it still bristles with hope and moments of 
good, old-fashioned populist fervor. This Friday, November 11, Guthrie and Irion occupy Burlington’s 
Radio Bean with die winterpills and maryse smith & the rosesmiths, 


IE SKINNY PANCAKE I ar 


GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN: i 

(Top 40), 9 p.m, $2. 



I BAKERY: Gairln Benfield 



regional 

OLIVE RIDLEY'S: Benjamin Bright 



THERAPY Pulse with DJ Nyce |hlp-hop). 


SAT .12 

burlington area 

BACKSTAGE PUB: Night Train (rock|. 9 
CLUB METRONOME Retmnome (80s 

HIGHER GROUND BALLROOM: Trampled 
by Turtles, Johnny Corndawg (rock 
country), 8:30 pm.. $1S.AA. 

HIGHER GROUND SHOWCASE LOUNGE: 

$12/15/20. AA Barefoot Truth (rock). 
10:30 p.m, $12/15/20. AA. 









champlain valley 

SI MAIN: Dayve Huckett (Jazz), G p.m.. 
free. Moganl (Lallnjazz), 9 p.m., Free, 


TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Happy Hour 
80s Throwback Night with DJ Jam Man. 


northern 




RASPUTIN'S: Nastee (hip-hop). 10 p.m. 
RED SQUARE DJ Raul (salsa). 5 p.m 

Coba Stella (trip-hop), 9 p.m, S5. DJ 
A-Dog (hip-hop). 11: 30 p.m.. $5. 

Rl RA IRISH PUB: Kenny MehlerBand 

THE SKINNY PANCAKE: Live Music. 8 

central 

BAGITOS. Irish Session 2 p.m. Free. 

THE BLACK DOOR: Darwin (indie, 
hip-hop), 9:30 p.m., $5. 


THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANTS TAP 


tJaphy Ryder (prog rock). 10 p.m. 



champlain valley 

51 MAIN: Afro-Zep & Sen eke (Led 
Zeppelin tribute). 9 p.m.. Free. 

(Top 40). 9 p.m. Free. 

(rock). 10 p.m S3. 

northern 

7:30 p.m. Donations. 8 


Rivers (hip-hop). 10 p.m,. Free. 

ROADSIDE TAVERN: DJ Diego (Top 40). 

SNOWSHOE LODGE & PUB: Sara Grace 


regional 

MONOPOLE Blind Owl Band (rock). 10 
OLIVE RIDLErs: Spiritual Rez, Lucid 

TABUCAFt «, NIGHTCLUB: All Night 



November 19th, 2011 

10:00am to 6:00pm 

UNION STATION, 1 MAIN ST. 

Burlington, VT 

-•*! Vermont’s indie craft fair featuring 45 
crafters, artists and designers. Offering an 
assortment of unique, handmade goods. 
Shop local. Shop handmade! 

FREE ADMISSION! ft** 
www.queencitycraft.com 


Come meet your new stylist! 

l.f' ^ 

d M - 

ie men s room . , „ „ AVEDA 





REVIEW this 



Night of Arrows, 
True North 

(SELF-RELEASED. CD) 

Two years ago, local songwriter David 
Kaczynslci released his debut record, 
The Night of Arrows. Though it showed 
promise, the album also suggested 
that Kaczynski had a long way to go to 
transcend the influence of his musical 
idols and come into his own as an 
artist Now, he returns with a follow-up 
record. True North, and lias adopted 
Nij^it of Arrows as his songwriting 
sobriquet While a step forward 
creatively, Kaczynski/Night of Arrows 
still bears the telltale marks of a novice 
songwriter grappling with his artistic 
identity. 

On his debut Kaczynski overtly 
laid bare his admiration for dour 
songwriters such as Elliott Smith, Eddie 
Vedder and Mark Kozelek. At times 
on True North, he does a better job of 
filtering their influence, diough it takes 
a little while to get there. 

The album’s openingtrack, “Super 
Moon (Part 1)," is the first of a three- 
song suite that thematically informs the 
record's somber mood. Whether the 
tune reflects insecurity, indecisiveness 
or a feckless experimental bent, the 
tune is a confusing mishmash of sound 
and audio trickery. Kaczynslci wrote and 
performed every instrumental part on 
the record. And he's a capable player. 
But here he buries what might be an 
interesting arrangement under a grating 
conflux and tinny distortion. Worse, he 
attempts to mask poor vocal intonation 
- a recurring problem throughout the 
record - with an ill-executed mix of 
double voicing and soupy reverb. The 
result is a brooding song that is almost 
comically melodramatic. It’s a suspect 
start. But tilings improve. 


Spare and moody, “The Quitter" is 
an album highlight Kaczynski strikes a 
fine balance between melancholy and 
introspection. He uses his naturally 
rounded and mournful baritone to great 
effect, cooing downcast lyrics with 
compelling ease. Here, Kaczynski seems 
to fully commit himself to, well, being 
himself. It's among the least produced 
tracks on the record and easily one of 

As on his debut Kaczynski is at 
his best when he sticks to delivering 
his songs as simply as he can. He’s 
a talented writer with a unique 
viewpoint And when he doesn't meddle 
with hackneyed effects, that trait shines 
through, as on the angular alt-rock- 
informed "Managed Forest" and the 
acoustic/vocal number “East Meets 
West.” Unfortunately, those moments 
don't come frequently enough. And 
sometimes when they do, Kaczynski 
tends to derail himself widi curiously 
poor choices, such as on schizophrenic 
album closer “Wrecking Ball (Part 3).” 

As a result True North is the 
definitionof“hitormiss.” It's a 
frustrating, uneven record that largely 
fails to capitalize on the nascent 
promise of Kaczynski’s debut. But it 
does offer hope that he may put it all 
togedier next time 

Last October, 

Last October 

(LAST OCTOBER MUSIC. CD) 

Here’s a confession: I really wanted 
to dislike the self-tided debut record 
from Mad River Valley-based duo Last 
October. To explain, I need to avail 
myself of a dirty litde music-scribe 
secret. You see, the fastest way to lose 
a critic’s interest is to pratde on about 
how much music means to you. Your 

in general ... it doesn't matter. If, as 
a musician, you need to explain that 
music is important to you, the odds 
are high you’re not very good at it 
Otherwise, why die hell are you/we 
here? But I digress. 

In preparing to review Last October, 

I started doing a little background 
research on the band. That’s when 
I discovered this eye-roll-inducing 
nugget in their bio material: “Honing 
dieir crafts from opposite sides of the 
country, Erica St mem and James Kinne 
came together through dieir sheer 
love and respect for music.” Awwiv. 

(As an aside, hare any musicians ever 


come togedier over a shared hatred for 
music?) 

But dien I pressed “play.” And I 
realized I was wrong. 

Kinne and Stroem share more than 
an affinity for music. As Last October, 
they seem to share one mind. Or — 
cheese alerd — one soul. Like so many 
great male-female Americana duos, past 
and present — Emmylou Harris and 
Gram Parsons, Gillian Welch and David 
Rawlings, etc. — they complement 
one another so much that it’s hard to 
envision one without the other. 

That’s not to say Last October are on 
par with those aforementioned greats. 
They aren't - yet. But their debut is 
a stirring exposition of the power of 
intimate artistic collaboration, and is an 
undeniably enjoyable listen. 

Kinne is a veteran local tunes mith 
and a member of “folkgospel 
grassicana" outfit Phineas Gage. His 
experience and savvy lends the project 
ballast His sweet, reedy croon is a 


[ 


perfecdy measured foil to Stroem’s 
more emotionally charged delivery, 
especially on album opener “Down 
This Road.” Here, the duo weaves vocal 
lines togedier in beautifully soothing, 
dovetailing fashion. 

At moments — “All You Do," for 
example — Last October do tread 
awfully close to feel-good, folk-pop 
schmaltz. Yet rescued by an irresistible 
homespun charm, they never fully 
tumble. Frequently throughout the 
record, and particularly at that song's 
winding chorus, there's a naked 
vulnerability in the pair's performance 
that is simply impervious to cynicism. 
So, I apologize. Last October. I do 
believe you melted my heart 

Last October play Two Brodiers 
Tavern in Middlebury this Friday, 
November 11. 
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SEVEN DAYS 


68i- local businesses : 

in the dassifieds seed 


true to 
your roots 

Fall Open House 

Saturday, November 12 th 


niarlboro.edu/visit 


Marlboro 

College 




music 


SUN. 13 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Tunhouse with DJs 



LOUNGE: Enter the Haggl s, Scythian 


MONTY'S OLO BRICK TAVERN: 

George Voland JAZZ: Dan Silverman. 
Joe Capps. Dan Skea. 4:30 pm.. Free. 
NECTAR'S: Ml Yard Reggae Nl ght with 



MON. 14 

burlittgton area 

MONKEY HOUSE: Ian Thomas, Paul 
Lee Kuprer. John Smyth (slnger- 
songwrlters), 9 p.m.. $5. 

NECTAR'S Meta Monday: Swlftshi re. 
the Knights of Crlnltus. Amadls 

ON TAP BAR & GRILL: Open Ml c With 
Wylie. 7p.m„ Free 


RADIO BEAN Dark Green Folklfolk] 

RED SQUARE: Industry Nlghtwlth 
Robbie J (hip-hop). 11 pm. Free. 
ROZZI'S LAKESHORE TAVERN: Trivia 
Night B pm,. Free. 

RUBEN JAMES: Why Not Monday? 
with Dakota (hip-hop), 10 p.m. Free. 

central 

BAGITOS. Open MIc 7 pm. Free 

northern 

acoustic blues). 8 p.m. Free. 

TUE.15 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Turntable Tuesday with 



Bikini Killer JOHNNY corndawg. Man. Myth. 
Legend. Airbrush-painting savant For nearly a decade, the 
wandering country crooner has been a model of DIY success. 
Crisscrossing the country, often on a motorcycle and armed only 
with a guitar and an assortment of odd, handmade merchandise 

— including airbrushed T-shirts and camouflage beer koozies 

- Comdawg has become something of a cult hero, However, 
his latest album, Down on the Bikini Line, may finally bring his 
singularly skewed brand of highway honky-tonk to audiences 
far and wide. This Saturday, November 12, Johnny Corndawg 
drops by the Higher Ground Showcase Lounge, opening for 
headliners trampled by turtles. 


northern 


WED. 16 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE Rewind with DJ Craig 



central 

BAGITOS: Acoustic Blues Jam S p.m, 
the Bohemian Blues Qua^rtet 7:30 

Champlain valley 
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and answer 2 


Go to sevendaysvt.com 

Or, come by Eyes of the World (168 Battery, Burlington). 

° eM,te m ™ w,„„« notmea w 5 p m 


Marchfourth 
Marching Band 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16 HIGHER GROUND 





Making Connections 

Janet Fredericks, Furchgott Sourdiffe Gallery 


§ 


J anet Fredericks’ show of new, 
inseet-diemed artworks is al- 
most as literary as it is paint- 
erly. In addition to the usual 
artist’s statement, visitors to “Minute 
Particulars’’ at Shelburne’s Furchgott 
Sourdiffe Gallery can peruse a four-page 
handout of works 
by poets such as 
Dylan 

Rainer Maria 
Rilke and Go-aid 
Manley Hopkins. The key passage, 
which gives die show its title, comes 
from William Blake: “He who wishes to 
see a Vision, a Perfect Whole, must see it 
in Minute Particulars." 

The English mystic is an especially 
apt source for this show's epigraph in 
that Blake was a double direat widi pen 
and brush. 

Fredericks applies this kindred spir- 
it’s better-known notion of the “world 
in a grain of sand" to the bugs she 
sketched outside her home in Lincoln. 
“The quantity and diversity of winged 
and walking insects" have clearly dem- 
onstrated the concept of interdepen- 
dency to her, Fredericks writes in the 
introduction to her exhibit. “Everything 
is connected.” 

In two of the larger pieces in the 
show, bees flit around the heads of chil- 
dren who seem entirely - and oddly 
— unperturbed. In “Looking,” four 
girls in pinafores stand nonchalantly 
in a curved row as bugs as big as then- 
noses swarm in a circle: in "Listening," 
it’s die artist's brother, Charlie, as a boy 
of about 8, who stares expressionlessly 
despite being haloed by what look like 



miniature drones. Fredericks dissolves 
some of these creatures into blurred 
shapes and thinly inked angles that sug- 
gest rapid motion, and perhaps their 
humming and buzzing, as well. 

In “Of the World in Its Becoming" (a 
title taken from the close ofCormac Mc- 
Carthy’s novel The Road), there’s clearly 
an auditory connotation to thesquiggles 
accompanying three large insects flying 
up and away from the viewer. Freder- 
icks is trying to paint die noises her sub- 
jects make The artist's intention, as well 
as her inspiration, is strongly implied 
through one of the Rilke poems includ- 
ed in the gallery handout: “Everything 
is blooming most recklessly: if it were 
voices instead of colors, there would 
be an unbelievable shrieking into die 


heart of the night." “Of the World in Its 
Becoming," like a couple of other paint- 
ings at Furchgott Sourdiffe, includes 
faint scribbles in cursive, furthering the 
show's verbal dimension. 

Despite its fixation on bugs and 
words, “Minute Particulars” varies 
in media and modes of composition. 
Fredericks lays down oil paint in thick 
splotches on some smaller canvases, 
and on loosely hung paper creates a 
summery, gauzy effect widi washes and 
watercolors in images that seem to float. 
She also veers toward abstraction in two 
of the show’s loveliest works, die bio- 
morphic, Kandinsky-esque “Psyche's 
Ascent," and "Luminous," which calls to 
mind Monet’s late-era series of water- 
lily paintings. 


A couple of pieces read like aerial 
maps of switchbacks or rivers. View- 
ers who have followed the shifts in 
subjects and styles of this Vermont art- 
scene doyenne will be reminded of il- 
lustrations she made previously in her 
30-year career. Other works in “Min- 
ute Particulars" reveal resemblances to 
Fredericks’ earlier watercolors of water. 
Those paintings from 2008 sought to 
convey what the artist terms “the lan- 
guage of water” - as spoken by the New 
Haven River near her home in Lincoln. 

The current show also features a 
waxy self-portrait from what Freder- 
icks terms “several years ago.” As she 
suggests in gallery notes, its ghosdy 
aura makes it a fitting addition to this 
collection of recent works. The show, 
however, is weakened by its repetitive 
dreaminess, and viewers of “Minute 
Particulars" may start craving some- 
thing more substantive by die time they 
reach die last of these 20 works. 

A modest ink-on-paper piece with the 
straightforward tide “Insect Sketch,” at 
the end of the show, does supply a bit of 
what's otherwise missing. Its success 
lies in the congruence between its scale 
and its ambition. There’s no overreach- 
ing widi “Insect Sketch,” no attempt to 
weight an itty-bitty bug with metaphys- 
ical heft. It's just a skillful rendering by a 
talented artist — which makes for quite 
an eyeful. 

KEVIN J. KELLEY 



* ONGOING 


w burli ngton area 



6S6-07S0. 8 81 


ANNUAL HOLIDAY GROUP EXHIBIT: A constantly 
evolving display otjuned artisan s' holiday-themed 

ARTHOP EXHIBIT: Wodt by artists who took 
g part In the 2011 South End Art Hop. Curated tv 

S Burilngton. Info. 6S1-969Z 


CAROL MAC00NALD& ERIK REHMAN 



CO UN-PATRICK CHARLES: Drawings by the 
Burlington artist Curated by SEABA. Through 

Burlington. Inro, 6S8-60I6. 


COLOSSUS AND THE BAO WOOD SHOW': live local 



Flynndog In Burlington. Into. 863-0093. 



'TALL SOMETHING MUST BE ORAWN ABOUT IT: 

Drawings by Ida Ludlow. Through November 17 at 
Healthy Living In South BuMIngton. Into. B63-2569. 
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. LISTINGS ARE RESTRICTEOTO AS 
EXCEPTIONS MAY BE 


\T THE DISCRETION OF THE ED 
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. D I MAGES BY THURSDAYS AT NOON ON OUR FO 

SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT OR GALLERESeSEVENDAYSVT.COM 
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CENTRAL VT ART SHOWS » P.70 




MTU, TO Ml A FMNp OEj^lUAL. WTEftCOLOR,/ 

All proceeds to help local farmers. 

WTEftCOL* D&MO B7 MIUMtlE. 

Sunday at noon - early enough for Burhngtonians to get tothe caucus! 


Winter clothing drive, OUTERWEAR only. 

Bring your extra parka, snow pants, boots in p* Q 

and help victims of Irene. tA 


1 MAIN ST., BURLINGTON • KMMSTUDIO.COM • 862.8752 


20% OFF 1 ITEM 

to the first 20 people each day 
even originals! (1 per family) 


NEW: Flashbag IPAD sleeves, 
INTERVALE calendar, Limited 
edition prints of Intervale 
S view from MT Philo. 


t(|iu-«ii>n)| 

HALF PRICE 
SANDWICHES 
ALL DAY 


MONTSTREAM STUDIO 

ANNUAL SALE, & RE>WE>F|T 

To help our local farmers and flood victims of Tropical Storm Irene. 


BOOK HOLIDAY 
EVENTS & MAKE 


lucent) 

$4 Half-Liter 
Lagers 


<ucimc«i>n» 

2 BIER- 


BRATS &.S LITER 

Lager for just $12 


FOOD DRIVE! Sunday Specials aH day. 


11/11/11: 1-6PM • Sat & Sun Nov. 12-13: 10AM-4PM 


Donation of 5.00 at the door for 
INTERVALE FARMERS RELIEF FUND 
gets you FREE cards or mystery gift. 




iy Nina Shengold 

PRODUCED BY BARBARA ClMAQLKVDIRECTED BY DICK HIBBERT 

5 420 Shelburne Road, Shelburne 

November 11, 12, 17, 18, 19 at 7:S0pm, 
matinee November IS at 2pm 
^$15 general, $10 seniors (over bo) and students 
All seats $10 on Thursday, November 17th 
Tickets can be purchased in advance at 
Shelburne Supermarket or by calling 985-0780^ 


VCFA 


VERMONT 


COLLEGE 


OF FINE 


ARTS 

www.vcfa.edu 


MFA in Music Composition 

FREE Webinar 



Join VCFA’s program Director 
Carol Beatty and Assistant 
Director of Admissions Phillip 
Robertson for a nuts and bolts 
discussion about how to get 
your MFA in Music 
Composition at VCFA. 


Want to join the conversation? 
email phillip.robertson@vcfa.edu to RSVP. 

Space is limited to 15 participants. 



CENTRAL VT ART 51- 



UN WARREN: Work by the artist who employs 

rigorous contrast. Through November 22 at 
Christine Price Gallery, Castleton State College. 
Info, 468-1119. 

MARNI MCKITRICK: Wild lorWatercolor.' Vermont 
November 3 0 at Charlotte Senior Center. Info, 



Middlebury. Info. 388-1639. 



‘Painted 

Metaphors: 

Pottery and 
Politics of the 
Ancient Maya’ 

Nearly 100 years ago. an archaeologist 
from the University of Pennsylvania dug 
up something remarkable in a highland 
village in what’s now Guatemala: 
exquisitely painted Mayan pottery unlike 
anything found in the region before. 

The discovery was puzzling because 
the vill age, Chama, was located far 
from the more sophisticated lowland 
centers of Mayan civilization. It remains 
a mystery, as does much of Mayan 
civilization, which collapsed in the early 
16 th century after the arrival of the 
Spanish. Researchers have been piecing it 
together ever since. The Chama pottery, 
along with more than 150 other Mayan 
artifacts, are at the Middlebury College 
Museum of Art through December 11. 
Pictured: "Incense Burner and Lid in the 
Form of a Deity Head." 






‘All the Live-Long Day: A Celebration 
of Working, Industry and Innovation’ 

These rags aren't meant to be trampled on. The more than 400 fiber works displayed 
at the Shelburne Museum’s Round Barn next week, as part of die Green Mountain Rug 
Hooking Guild's 15th annual "Hooked in the Mountains” exhibit, are woven works of 
art. From a distance, Betty Bouchard's “Portraitof Mila.” made from plaids and tweed 
scraps, could pass for an impressionist painting; an old woman bending to pull weeds 
in the green-gray landscape of her garden. Bev Conway’s rags are bright and playful, 
like children's-book illustrations. Helen Wolfel creates mesmerizing patterns with 
her rich, hand-dyed wools. The show. November 12 through 20. includes workshops, 
demonstrations and speakers. Get hooked. Pictured; “Rufus,” by Bev Conway. 





T here are at least four robberies as- 
sociated with this film, and only two 
of them appear in the screenplay. 
There is the embezzlement of bil- 
lions by Arthur Shaw, a Bemie MadofF type 
played by Alan Alda. There is the revenge 
theft plotted by employees of the Manhattan 
luxury high-rise atop which Shaw resides, 
after diey learn he pocketed the retirement 
savings they entrusted him with investing 
If you’ve caught the trailer, you've already 

Somewhere along the line, the buzz on 
Tower Heist became the promise of a vehi- 
cle for the long-awaited comeback of Eddie 
Murphy. Not the Eddie Murphy of family 
films and dopey. Latex-encased characters, 
but the edgy Eddie Murphy who was capable 
of making grown-ups laugh several adminis- 
trations ago. IfyouVeseen that trailer, believe 
it or not, you've also seen a shockingly large 
percentage of the screen time the actor was 
accorded. He’s barely there Which brings us 
to rip-off No. 3: 

Tower Heist was Murphy’s idea. I kid you 
not. What he envisioned was an aU-hlack 
variation on the Ocean's Eleven formula. The 
suits he pitched loved the concept - except 


the part about the stars being black. In the 
end, Universal agreed to moke the picture, 
but with a multiethnic, mostly white cast, 
a legendarilv lame director (Brett Rainer, 

cinema has been limiting the number of Rush 
Hour comedies he helmed to three) and Mur- 
phy relegated to an underwritten bit part 

Ben Stiller is the movie’s star. He’s Josh, 
the professional suck-up who manages the 
Tbwer. The first half of this nearly two-hour- 
long credibility stretcher consists of a cava- 
lierly paced introduction to its main charac- 
ters. So we watch and wait as Josh fawn s over 
the building’s residents, until we eventually 
meet Matthew Broderick’s Mr. Eitzhugh, a 
sad sack who's been sacked by Merrill Lynch, 
lost his family and faces eviction. Casey Af- 
fieck is Charlie, a distracted concierge whose 
wife is expecting Michael Pena's a bellhop 

phen Henderson is the doorman who finds 
out he’s lost everything on what he thought 
was his lost day of work. 

Because Josh handed over his cowork- 
ers' savings without consulting them, he 
feels duty bound to hatch a scheme to get 
the money back. It involves breaking into the 
billionaire's penthouse. Politically Incorrect 


in this area. Josh recruits Murphy's charac- 
ter on the basis of his beingblack and having 
“been arrested a bunch of times." 

The climactic heist is a preposterous bit 
of logic-defying nonsense. Between the over- 
long setup and the silly finale, however, is a 
stretch of 15, m aybe 20 minutes during which 
the unlikely crew prepares for the big day, 

can be found there. 

The movie is most effective when Mur- 
phy is tutoring his mild-mannered gang in 
the ways of grand larceny. He doesn’t attain 
the sassy heights of his Axel Foley heyday, but 

force of nature he once could be. So we watch 
in utter bafflement as, again and again. Ratner 


rushes him off screen, robbing the actor of a 
chance to strut his stuff and the audience of 
a shot at getting its money's worth. I guess, 
technically, that qualifies as five rip-offs. 

Rarely hove so many (the film has five 
writers) gone to so much trouble to produce 
so little in the way ofhonest-to-God film fun. 
In the age of Apatow, an old-fashioned caper 
comedy like Tower Heist might have proved 
an entertaining novelty. But that's the thing 
about going old school: It only works if the 
filmmaker has learned from past mistakes. 

And I'm not sure this represents a step up 
from anydiing we would have gotten from 
Rush Hour 4. 

RICK KISONAK 


REVIEWS 


A Very Harold & Kumar 
i 3D Christmas ★★★ 


£ in ally, someone has found a good 

a use for 3D: to waft giant clouds of 

t£ digital pot smoke at the audience. 

Sit M Action directors try not to make 

it too obvious when they're thrusting that 
3D swonJ or spear directly in our faces: they 
don't want us to confuse the story they're 
telling with a cheap carnival attraction. But 
•§ this third film in the stoner-buddy comedy 
£ series, directed by Todd Strauss-Schulson, 
o revels in the gimmick and breaks the fourth 
wall to mock it at every opportunity. After all 
of Hollywood’s efforts to take its new, lucra- 
tive format super-seriously, that’s kind of a 
£ relief. 

o As for the movie itself, it targets a select 
5 audience: the 420 crowd, the pop-culture 
8! literate, the fans of twisted holiday fare and 
the not easily offended. 3D Christmas starts 
slow, with plenty of gags that fizzle like poor- 
ly wired holiday lights. But if you belong in 
one or more of those categories, it may grow 

That has a lot to do with the enduringlik- 
5 ability of stars John Cho and Kal Penn (Har- 
§ old and Kumar, respectively), who were in- 
K traduced in the sleeper hit Harold £t Kumar 


Go to White Castle (2004). Their first adven- 
ture was a quest for burgers and weed with 
complications: their second, in 2008, had a 
high concept - the pair were falsely impris- 
oned at Guantanamo Bay. 

The third movie, set several years later, 
uses the same tired comedy setup we saw 
lost May in The Hangover Part 11. Harold 
has left his grubby roommate bromance with 
Kumar and settled into a Wall Street job and 
suburban married life with his longtime 
crush, Maria (Paula Garces). The only prob- 
lem is her dad (Danny Trejo), who disdains 
liis son-in-law and harbors a fetishistic love 

On Christmas Eve, Kumar reappears in 
Harold’s life and, agentof chaos that he is, de- 
stroys the father-in-law’s prize tree Having 
become a suck-up of Ed Helms proportions, 
Harold embarks on a desperate mission to 
replace it, which takes the pair through the 
dark heart of holiday-season Manhattan, 
Will they rediscover their friendship? Will 
Harold man up? Will bongs be enjoyed, eth- 
nic and religious grou ps be disrespected, and 
allusions to A Christmas Story be given ob- 
scene twists? O f course. 



Many of the film’s lamer jokes and con- 
cepts are saved by supporting cast members 
- such as Thomas Lennon, twitchily silly in 

and TTejo, who gives new life to the stan- 
dard domineering patriarch. Then, playing 
himself, there's Neil Patrick Harris, who was 
portrayed as a rapacious hetero hontdog in 
the previous films. Now that the actor is way 
out of tlte closet, the script needs to find a 
way around that real-life contradiction, and 
i t does so wi til brio. 

The first Harold & Kumar movie made 
mincemeatofethnic stereotypes, such as Har- 
old’s cowoHters' assumption that the Korean 
guy must be a joyless dweeb. This one too of- 
ten uses them as comic shortcuts, and its fe- 


male characters remain cardboard, as well. 
Still, considering what happened between the 
conception and realization of Hiwer Heist, it's 

nonwhite stars into theaters. 

surreal comedy, like evetything involving a 
contraption called the WaffleBot (he hates 
pancakes!) and a drug trip in which the he- 
roes become Claymation. It's not as clever as 
the Claymation Christmas episode of “Com- 
munity," but few things are The best comedy 

appropriate uses of 3D, you'll need to hit the 
multiplex. 

MARGOT HARRISON 







NEW IN THEATERS 

IMMORTALS: Setin ancient Greece, this 
adventure tries to recapture the magic (and 
box office) of 300 with Henry Cavlll as the 
Titan-fighting hero Theseus. Mythology nerds, 
get out your red pens. With Stephen Dorff. 
Mickey Rourke and Freida Pinto. Tarsem (The 
Fall) Singh directed. (DO min. R. Capitol (3-D], 
Essex |3-D1, Majestic (3-OJ. Palace) 


J. EDGAR: Clint Eastwood directed thisbiopic 
exploring the controversial life and career of FBI 
director J. Edgar Hoover (Leonardo DiCaprlo). 


Roxy) 


JACK AND JILL: Movie-goers have voted with 
their dollars for more Adam Sandler, so Sandler 
obliged with this holiday comedy In which he 
plays both the hero and his obnoxious female 

Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Marquis. Palace, Stowe. 
Welden) 

MARGIN CALL: J.C. Chandor wrote and directed 
this fictional thriller about real-life scary stuff: 
It takes us inside an investment firm on the 
brink of the 2008 Financial crisis. With Kevin 
Spacey. Zachary Quinto.Paul Bettany. Jeremy 
Irons and Demi Moore. (105 min. R. Roxy. Savoy) 
THE TWILIGHT SAGA: BREAKING DAWN. 

the sparkly- vampire wedding ceremony and 
impregnation weVe all been waiting for. Just 
don't bring nonswoony sentiments to the 
nuptials of Bella (Kristen Stewart) and Edward 
(Robert Patti nson). Bill (Dreamgirfs) Condon 
directed. (Running time N/A. PG-13. Midnight 
showings November 17 at Big Picture. Bijou. 
Palace. Paramount Stowe. Welden) 


NOW PLAYING 

SO/50***** Seth Rogen and Joseph 
Gordon- Levitt play two good friends grappling 

in this serious comedy from director Jonathan 
(The Wackness) Levine. With Anna Kendrick. 
Bryce Dal las H oward and Anjel ica Huston. (100 
min. R. Big Picture. Marquis. Roxy) 


DOLPHIN TALE*** A marine biologist and a 
young boy Fight to save a dolphin caught in a 

With Harry Connick Jr, Ashley J udd, Nathan 
Gamble and Morgan Freeman. Charles Martin 
Smith directed. (112 mm.PG. Bijou: ends 11/13) 
DRlVE****l/2 Ryan Gosling plays a 


remake of the 1984 teen flick about a rebellious 


lad who introduces dancing to a repressed 
town, but that's what he did. With Kenny 
Wormald. Jullanne Hough and Dennis Ouaid. 
(113 min. PG-13. Big Picture. Bijou, Capitol. 
Essex. Majestic Palace. Stowe, Welden) 


THE IDES OF MARCH**l/2 George Clooney 


campaign drama, based on a play by former 
Howard Dean staffer Beau Willimon. He also 
plays the candidate: Ryan Gosling is his press 
secretary. With Paul Glamatli and Philip 
Seymour Hoffman. (98 min, R. Bijou. Capitol. 


THE INTERRUPTERS****l/2 To make this 
hard-hitting documentary, director Steve 
Ames (Hoop Dreams (embedded himself with 
CeaseFire. a Chicago organization of "violence 
interrupters' taking nsky steps to Slop urban 
crime. (12S min, R. Savoy) 


IN TIME*** Writer-director Andrew Niccol. 
who made Gattaca. returns with a new 

aging gene has been switched off and everyone 
looks 2S until death, just like in Hollywood. 
Justin Timberlake (30), Cillian Murphy (35) and 
Amanda Seyfried (actually 25) star. (109 min, 
PG-13. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. Palace. Roxy) 


LE HAVRE**** Selin theFrench port city. 



young undocumented immigrant. With Andre 
Wilms, Katl Outlnen and Blondin Miguel. (93 
min. NR. Palace: ends 11/10) 


LOVE CRIME*** A ruthless executive (Kristin 

employee she's mentoring (Ludivine Sagnier) 
In this French workplace thriller. Alain Corneau 
directed. (106 min R. Palace; ends 11/10) 
MONEYBALL**** Brad Pitt plays the 
Oakland Ay general manager in this drama 

team. With Jonah Hill. Robin Wright and Philip 
Seymour Hoffman. Bennett (Capote) Miller 
directed. (126 min PG-13. Majestic Marquis, 
Palace. Stowe. Welden) 


PARANORMAL ACTIVITY 3**1/2 Henry Joost 

installment in the found-footage horror trilogy 
about a supernatural entity working out its 
unresolved issues with a suburban family. With 
Katie Featherston Sprague Grayden and Chloe 
Csengery. (81 min. R. Bijou, Essex. Majestic 
Marquis. Palace. Paramount Roxy. Welden) 
PUSS IN BOOTS*** The swashbuckling, 
fearsome feline goes after the goose with 


and Bryan Cranston. (100 min. R. Savoy; ends 
11/10) 

FOOTLOOSE*** Craig (Black Snake Moan) 


prequel- slash-spinoff of the Shrek films. With 
the voices of Antonio Banderas. Salma Hayek 
and ZachGalifianakis. Chris Miller directed. (90 
min. PG. Big Picture. Bijou. Essex |3-0|. Majestic 
(3-D). Marquis. Palace. Paramount |3-0L Stowe. 
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Together, Better Choices 

. . like fresh, local turkeys for your holiday table. 



Pro- order your Stonewood Farm, Misty Knoll or City Chicks turkey: 

• Online at www.atymarket coop/turkeys, 

• In person at our Meat & Seafood counter, 

•By calling 802-861-9705 

City Market, Burlington’s cooperative grocery store, working together with 
you to support and enhance out local food systems throughout the year. 


ratings 


* = refund, please 

** = could've been worse, butnotalot 



REAL STEEL*** Robots! Boxing! Those two 
words should guarantee a good take Tor this 
near-future action flick about a down-on-his- 
luck boxer (Hugh Jackman) who gets replaced 
by fighting machines, then decides to make 
his own. With Oakota Goyo, Evangeline Lilly 
and Anthony Mackie. Shawn (Date Night) Levy 
directed. [127 min. PG-13. Big Picture Essex. 
Majestic) 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEWE 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AH 

COURTESY OF METACRITIC.COM. W' ~ 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


■I i 0UNTRV S mum Win! I r 


Hunter S. Thompson's novel, Johnny Depp 


Cityff 

Market 


82 S Winooski Av 
(802) 861-9700 


Burlington, VT 05401 
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Watch something LOCAL this week. 


movies 






MOVIE CLIPS = 


plays a journalist who lakes a job in Puerto 
Rico for the easy life but soon finds Intrigue 
and corruption. With Aaron Eckhart Richard 
Jenkins and Amber Heard. Bruce ( Wilhnailand 

THE TH REE MUSKETEERS** Proving that 
there is no adventure story that cannot be 
YebootetT bullet-timed and 3-D-ifled, director 
Paul (Resident Evil: Afterlife) W.S. Anderson 
offers his take on the Alexandre Dumas tale of 
swordplay and intrigue in 17th-century France. 
With Logan Lerman. Matthew MacFadyen. Milla 
Jovovich and Orlando Bloom. (100 min. PG-13. 
Essex. Majestic (3-0). Palace: endsll/10) 
TOWER HEIST** Workers at a luxury condo 
tower plot to get their own back from the 
resident Wall Street billionaire whostole their 

Eddie Murphy and Alan Alda star. (104min. 
PG-13. Capitol. Essex. Majestic, Palace. Roxy) 


A VERY HAROLD AND KUMAR 3D 
CHRISTMAS*** Harold (John Cho) juggles 
his friendship with Kumar ( Kal Penn) and the 
responsibilities of married life in this comedy 


Harris and Danny Trejo. Todd Strauss-Schulson 
directed. (90 min. R. Capitol 13-01 Essex [3-DI. 
Majestic (3-D). Palace[2-0!) 


THE WAY* ** A grieving father (Martin Sheen) 
follows in his son’s footsteps on the Camino 


de Santiago de Compostela pilgrimage route 
across Spain in this drama from writer-director 
Emilio Estevez. With Deborah Kara Unger and 
Yorick van Wagenlngen. (115 min. NR. Roxy) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

ATLAS SHRUGGED: PART l***l/2 Director 
Paul Johansson brings Ayn Rands magnum 
opus about a dystopian society to the screen 
- oh. and he helps star in it too. WithTaylor 
Schilling Michael OKeefe and Grant Bowler. (97 
min. PG-13) 

THE CHANGE-UP** *1/2 It's Freaky Friday. 


slacker friend Ryan Reynolds, and comedy 
ensues. With Leslie Mann and Olivia Wilde. (113 
min. R) 

HARRY POTTER ANDTHE DEATHLY HALLOWS: 

under siege, the young spellcaster gears up for 
his final battle with Lord Voldemort. (130 min. 
PG-13) 

LIFE IN A DAY*** Director Kevin Macdonald 
sol icited video footage of a single July day from 
people all over the world and collaged together 
this record of 24 hours on Planet Earth. (90 
min. PG-13) 

THE SLEEPING BEAUTY: French director 
Catherine Breillat retells the fairy tale with 
modern twists. Starring Clara Besnainou and 
Julia Artmonov, (82 min. NR Read Margot 
Harrison’s review this Fnday on our stall blog 
Blurt.) 


THE ROXY CINEMAS 


MOVIE quiz 


MERRILLTHEATRES.NET 


THE TEST OF TIME They can't all be classics. 

What we’ve got for you this week are scenes from four pictures 
that barely even registered in the public consciousness and are 
among the biggest box-office flops of all time. They came and went 
faster than you can say “straight to video." Your job is to prove they 
are gone but not forgotten... 
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HOOKED IN THE 
MOUNTAINS XV 


Rug and Fiber Art Show of the 
Green Mountain Rug Hooking Guild 

ot the Shelburne Museum's Round Bain 
Shelburne, Vermont 


NOVEMBER 12 - 20, 2011 
www.gmrhg.org 




FREE WILL ASTROLOGY byrobbrezsny 



• of this 


ARIES (March 21-Aphl 19): The t 
week's movie Is Uproar of Love, starring the 
Fantasy Kid and the Most Feeling Machine 
in the World. It blends romance and science 
fiction, with overtones of espionage and un- 
dertones of revolution for the hell of it. Comic 
touches will slip in at unexpected moments. 
When you're not up to your jowls in arche- 
types, you might be able to muster the clarity 
to gorge yourself on the earthly delights that 
are spread from here to the edge of the abyss 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): How's your re- 
lationship with your muse? Don't tell me that 
you're not an artist so you don't have a muse. 
Even garbage collectors need muses. Even 

in touch with a mysterious, tantalizing source 
of inspiration that teases our sense of wonder 
andgoadsusonto life's next adventures. So I 
ask you again: What have you and your muse 
to lately? I say it's high time for you 




d if for s 




>e you to go out in quest of 
new candidates. (P.S. A muse isn't necessarily 
a person: he or she might also be an animal, 
an ancestor, a spirit or a hero.) 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Funky pagan 
scientists at Zen State University have 
found that the regular consumption of Free 
Will Astrology can be effective In smoothing 
unsightly wrinkles on your attitude, scouring 
away stains on your courage and disposing of 
old garbage stuck to your karma. The/ve also 
gathered testimony from people who claim 

nagging ailments and chronic suffering while 
under the influence of these oracles. If I were 
you. I'd try to take advantage of such benefits 
right now. You could really use some healing. 
Luckily. It looks like there'll be an array of other 
curative options available to you as well. Be 
aggressive about seeking them out 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Given the lush 
and exotic astrological factors now coming to 
2 bear on your destiny, and due to thepossibllity 
8 that something resembling actual magic may 
> soon make an appearance. I am taking a leap 
5 of faith with this week's horoscope. Are you 
§ game?Thereisahypotheticalscenedescribed 
S by the English poet Samuel Coleridge (1772- 
SI 1834) that would normally be too outlandish 
to take seriously, but l suspect it's a possible 


if you slept" he wrote, "and what if in your 
sleep you dreamed, and what if in your dream 
you went to heaven and there you plucked a 
strange and beautiful flower, and what if when 
you awoke you had the flower in your hand? 
Ah. what then?" 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): I was musing on 
how slow I am to learn the lessons I need to 
master — how hard it can be to see the obvi- 
ous secrets that are right In front of me. But 
I felt better after i came across the logo for 
the Jung Institute in San Francisco, which is 
dedicated to the study of psychology and psy- 
chotherapy. The symbol that it has chosen to 
embody its ruling spirit consists of four snails 
creeping their way around a center point — a 
witty acknowledgment of the plodding nature 
of the human psyche, I bring this to your at- 
tention, Leo. because it's important for you 
to give yourself credit for how much you’ve 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It will be a good 
week to have nice long talks with yourself 
— the more, the better. The different sub- 
personalities that dwell within you need to 
engage in vigorous dialogues that will get 

inner voices to manifest themselves outside 
the confines of your own head — you know, 
by speaking out loud. If you feel inhibited 
about giving them full expression where they 
might be overheard by people, find a private 
place that will allow them to feel free to be 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-0ct. 22): During the reign 
of President George W. Bush, many Americans 
viewed France as being Insufficiently sym- 
pathetic with American military might. So 


i of Fr 


n frie 




St. The culminating moment in this sur- 
llstic exercise came when Bush told UK's 
roe Minister Tony Blair, "The French don't 
in have a word for entrepreneur - unaware 
it "entrepreneur is a word the English Ian- 


Scorpio 

(Oct. 23-NOV.21) 

The Cunnilinguistic Dicktionary 
defines the newly coined word 
“mutinyversal” as “rebellion 
against the whole universe.” I 
think it would be an excellent 
time for you to engage in a 
playful, vivacious version of that 
approach to life. This is one of 
those rare times when you have 
so many unique gifts to offer and 
so many invigorating insights to 
unleash that you really should 
act as ifyou are mostly right and 
everyone else is at least half- 
wrong. Just one caution: As you 
embark on your crusade to make 
the world over in your image, 
do it with as much humility and 
compassion as you can muster. 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): in 
Mongolia there's a famous fossil of two di- 
nosaurs locked In mortal combat. Forever 
frozen in time, a Velociraptor Is clawing a 
Protoceratops. which in turn is biting its 
enemyi arm. They've been holding that pose 
now for. oh, 80 million years or so. I'm shov- 
ing this image in your face. Sagittarius, so as 


from your old feuds and disputes. It£ a perfect 
time, astrologically speaking, to give up any 
struggle that's not going to matter 80 mil- 
lion years from now. (More info: tinyurlxom/ 
dinosaurfight.) 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22- Jan. 19): In your 
experience, who is the best-smelling actor 
that you've worked with? - TV host Jon Stewart 

replied Hanks. Why? Not because of the 
bacon-as-a-deliclous-food angle, although 
that would be funny. "He smells like a mix of 
baby powder and Ustenne." Hanks said. Keep 
this perspective in mind. Capricorn. I think you 
should be engaged in a great ongoing quest 
to put yourself in situations with pleasing 
aromas. I mean this in both the metaphori- 
cal and literal senses. To set yourself up for 
meanl ngful experiences that provide you with 
exactly what you need, follow your nose. 

A QU A R IU S (J an. 20-Feb. 18): According to 
my reading of the omens. Aquarius, you can 
finally take advantage of a long-standing invi- 
tation or opportunity that you havealwaysfelt 
unworthy of or unready for. Congratulations 
on being so doggedly persistent about ripen- 
ing the immature parts of yourself. Now here's 
anextra bonus: This breakthrough mayintum 
lead to you finding a lost piece to the puzzle of 
your identity. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): My acquain- 
tance Bob takes a variety of meds for his 
bipolar disorder. They work pretty well to 
keep him out of the troughs, but he misses 

he told her he wished he could stop taking 
the complicated brew of drugs and just take a 
happy pill every day. The psychiatrist told him 
that if heever found such a thing, she'd love to 
take it herself. Wouldn't we all? I'm pleased to 
report that you are now very close to locating 
the next best thing to a happy pill, Pisces. It 
may require you to at least partially give up 
your addictionto one of your customary forms 
of suffering though. Are you prepared to do 
that? 
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Naturopathic physicians ate covered by rr 
Most Insurance Accepted 


fcnrily medicine, integrative oncofogy. functional med 


Vermont Naturopathic Clinic 

41 I OX Drive. Sfe. 22 0, So. Burlington. VT 05403 


Naturopathic Medicine: Healthcare for the 21 st century 


Naturopathic physicians combine the wisdom of native with the precision of modem 
science and cutting edge laboratory analysis to provide comprehensive, holistic medical 
prevention and treatment. 


By using treatments that minimize the risk of harm, naturopathic physicians treat the cause 
of illness to facilitate the body’s inherent ability to restore and maintain optimal health. 




NEWS QUIRKS by rolano sweet 


Curses, Foiled Again 

Police charged Johnny Lee Walker, 21, 
with shooting another man in Orange 
Park, Fla., after he left his cellphone 
at the scene of the crime. I nvestiga- 
tors said the phone contained text 
messages about a $300 marijuana 
deal believed to be the motive for the 
shooting. “Sometimes it helps when 
the bad guys aren’t very smart," Police 
Chief James Bolvin said. (Jackson- 
ville's Florida Times-Uniori) 

Police arrested Judy Weible, 61, after 
she called a sheriffs deputy in Hinds 
County, Miss., and tried to sell him pre- 
scription painkillers. The deputy, think- 
ing die call was a prank, hung up. The 
woman called back several times, and 
when the deputy ignored her calls, she 
started texting offering to sell 30 pills 
for “S60 and some green.” Finally, the 
deputy alerted investigators, who set 
up a meeting. Explaining that Weible 
apparently reached the deputy by mis- 
dialing a number, sheriff's official Jeff 
Scott said, "I cannot recall a situation 
where someone has called a narcotics 
officer and offered to sell them narcot- 
ics.” (Jackson’s Clarion-Ledger) 

Revenge of the Dead 

When bow hunter Edward Garcia 
came across a bear lying still on the 
ground north of Gardiner, Mont, he 
poked it with a knife to see if it was 
dead. It was, but the carcass was 
resting on some live electrical wires, 
which, when Garcia's knife touched 
them, caused a shock that badly 
burned Garcia's torso, head and hands. 
The Park County Sheriff’s Office 
reported that Garcia walked two miles 
to find help and was flown to a bum 
center in Salt Lake City. (Associated 
Press) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

An unidentified man attacked a 
57-year-old woman with a frozen 
armadillo, according to Dallas police, 
who said the attack occurred when 
the man tried to sell the armadillo to 
the woman. The two argued about the 
price, and the man threw the carcass 
at the woman twice, causing bruises 
to her leg and chest. (United Press 
International) 

End With a Bang 

An Alabama company is offering to 
turn the cremated ashes of hunters and 
gun enthusiasts into ammunition. “We 
know how strange it sounds to people 
who aren’t comfortable around guns, 
but for those who are, it's not weird at 
all,” Thad Holmes, cofounder of Holy 
Smoke, said, noting that a pound of 
ashes fills about 250 shotgun shells. 
“People take ashes and spread them 
across lakes or forests or throw them 


in rivers, and nobody thinks twice 
about that. This is no different" The 
service starts at $850. (Reuters) 

Hands-Down Favorite 

A British school that previously tried 
getting students to attract teachers' at- 
tention by using colored signs instead 
of raising hands switched to having 
them raise their thumbs. Insisting the 
policy helps make the class environ- 
ment “calmer and encourages quieter 
pupils to share ideas,” Cheryle Adams, 
head teacher at the Burlington Junior 
School in Bridlington, England, said 
it was no big deal and “something all 
the children have accepted.” Parent 
Dave Campleman disagreed, declaring, 
“Kids are used to putting their hands 
up. Being told to do something differ- 
ent just confuses them.” (United Press 
International) 

His and Her Cars 

Women are more likely to sustain in- 
juries in a car accident because safety 
features are designed more with men 
in mind, according to a study based 
on a decade of data. Writing in the 
American Journal of Public Health, 
researchers Dipan Bose and Jeff 
Crandall of the University of Virginia 
and Maria Segui-Gomez of Spain's 
Navarra University found, for example, 
that female drive's wearing seat belts 
were 47 percent likelier than men 
to suffer serious injury and that the 
positioningof head restraints fails to 
take into account how women's necks 
differ from men's in size and strength. 
The authors recommended that health 
policies and vehicle regulations tailor 
safety designs to women to assure 
“equity in injury reduction." (Agence 
France-Presse) 

How Socialized Medicine 
Works 

When Doreen Wallace, 82, fell and 
broke her hip in the lobby of Ontario's 
Greater Niagara General Hospital, she 
lay bleeding for almost 30 minutes 
before anyone from the hospital came 
to her aid. Even though she was only 
50 yards from the emergency room, 
according to her son, two nurses came 
over and told her site would have to 
call an ambulance. One was dispatched 
from nearby St. Catherines. Before it 
arrived, an orthopedic surgeon noticed 
Wallace and, with the help of an assis- 
tant, moved her into a wheelchair. “It 
was horrible, it really was,” she said. 

Last April, at die same hospital, 
39-year-old Jennifer James died from 
a “catastrophic heart event” a few days 
after emergency room staff refused to 
help her in the parking lot when she 
lost consciousness and stopped breath- 
ing. They told her boyfriend to call 911 
instead. (Toronto Star) 


Losing Your HEARING, 

or are your ears plugged with earwax? 


FIND OUT FOR YOURSELF! 

m. 



You are invited for a ear inspection 
using the latest video technology. 

3 DAY OPEN HOUSE! 


Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

November 

November 

November 

14 th 

15 th 

16 th 


FREE video Otoscope Evaluation 


Call now to avoid waiting! 


• • -IT’S ALL FREE ! ♦ • 

FREE""' 'FREE 


FREE 


LIFETIME AFTERCARE 

• Fiee cleanings and ad|ustments for the 
life of the healing aid 

* Fiee healing aid evaluations for the life 
of the healing aid 


• 3 DAYS ONLY! 


DOUBLE BONUS! 

FREE True™ TV Solution Package 
FREE True™ myPal Solution Package 


SPECIAL OFFER - $800 Off 

$800 Off Beltone’s Latest Digital 
Hearing System. (2 instruments) 


mm 


m; Bel tone 


SAINT ALBANS 

178 Swanton Road • (802) 752-4165 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 
1860 Williston Road, Suite 5 • (802) 735-9114 
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VETERAN DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE! 
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"Classic" Bill the Cockroach 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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THE FILM HOUSE * SIXTY LAKE STREET ★ BURLINGTON WATERFRONT 


Lining: Ruby Dri Lex® 2000 
| Insulation: 400 Gram Thinsulate™ Ultra 
Insole: Texon® 460 Waterproof 
Outsole: Black Tacoma Logger Sole 
Toe: Astm F2413-05 Steel Toe, 

Rating: Electrical Hazard Rated 


The Wizard of Oz 

1939 • Rated G 


Raiders of the Lost Ark 

1981 ■ Rated PG 


National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation 

1989 ■ Rated PG-13 


MASTER 

YOUR FUTURE 


with Champlain's Online Mediation 
& Applied Conflict Studies 
Master's Program. 


• PROJECT-BASED LEARNING. 

Apply graduate-level knowledge 
i immediately into your workplace. 

• MULTIDISCIPLINARY MASTERY. 

L Focus on the tour fundamental 
■ competencies of conflict resolution. 

• PRACTITIONER-FACULTY. 

^■ Established leaders in the field with a 
I broad range of real-wortd experience. 

> • RESPECTED DEGREE. 

R Champlain College has been providing 
K quality education since 1878. 


MAIN STREET LANDING 


Creating healthy places for people to work, and play 


Unique event and performance 
space available for daily rental 
Call Melinda Moulton 
( 802 ) 864-7999 

mainstreetlanding.com 


EXPERIENCE LEARNING. 


champlain.edu/msm 


CHAMPLAIN 
COLLEGE 
Graduate Studies 


To Request an Information Packet 

CALL 1-866-282-7259 


United 

Way 


W' I ^ 




1 vjx\^ 











MEN «*, MEN 


PERSoNBlS 





ADVENTUROUS, NERVOUS AND SCARED 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 


LIFE IS HAPPINESS 

I believe life Is about the journey, 
rath, rnends and family. I enjoy music. 

especially country, and prefer hanging 



llfelshappiness 27. Q. *122423 


talk, marbleglrl 28 □ *116698 
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CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 

this person online. 
^3* Hear this person's 

NoToim'NET? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the nice folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4556 








Let’s hang, goapple picking or meet 
for coffee and see where things go! 

freckles!! kestars 22. Cf *122208 


LIVE SIMPLY. LOVE EXTENSIVELY 



SMALL TOWN GIRL, BIG DREAMS 

optomlsts. MeyRed 22 Cl *122119 



connect. LostinVT 29 □ *122436 


READY, WILLING AND MOSTLY ABLE 





sarcastic educated kind guy Is looking 



CUDDLES AND COFFEE 

resourceful |. educated adventurous 









pRSFili oF M WEEK: 


MEN ■£&&■. WoMLM 

MAN WONDERING 

OK so George Carlin is not the only over-the-top, under the 
radar, warm-hearted, heat-seeking, caring, sharing primary- 
care giving, gender-specific, real deal hanging in there, 
course he died. Looking for a live, high-standard, down- 
home, main squeeze to face mortality, love real, connect 
deep, soar the universe with, at least in spirit sugarbear, 
63, CJ. 8122242 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: What is the one thing that 
you love that everybody else hates? talking about the 
possibilities for Dec. 21, 2012 



3 good frl*nd P m*xS891. 26 *122398 




WISHING ON A STAR! 

really care what people call me, I am 



blguy69 33 8. Cl, *117616 


MSrE RISQUE? 

TURN THE PAGE . 




SEVEN DAYS 


S 


£ 

SI 


pERSoNKS 



BI SEXUAL FEMME SEEKS SAME WHATS YOUR HOROSCOPE? 






CURIoUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 
All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
2000 local singles 
with profiles including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 
Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

| ~ I See photos of 

this person online. 

Hear this person's 
voice online. 

NoToNWim? 

You can leave voicemail 
for any of the kinky folks 
above by calling: 

1 - 520 - 547-4568 


WEN 

ADVENTURE ANYONE? 

Laid backguy here. 21. digging the bar 
scene but there's one problem.. .DRI NKS 
ARE TOO EXPENSIVE, Outgoing open 
to suggestions and II ke an occupy riot 
In the bed. Lets meet for collec or a 



FIERCE DOMINATION 

better J2185 26 □ 0122404 







MAESTRO IN YOUR BED 

educated package for play of the 
gentle but excitable. Can meet 


5IHEB 



TOGETHER IN VT 

Slightly submissive couple looking for 



KiNKoF 1H§ WEEK: 


WEN Aeeki^ 

NO NAMES. NO QUESTIONS 

Pleasure is key. Two bodies losing themselves in each other, 
striving to reach new heights of intensity. I don't care if 
you're married or single or whatever. Let's just see what we 
can do for each other. AIINighter. 47, 0, □, 4122368 


FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: What is the freakiest place 
you've ever had sex in Vermont? In a public restroom in a 
federal office building. 






please get back to me to know more. 
Take care' GoodTImesll 34 >122351 




atbobbySS Bobby69 42 >122329 



MASSAGE, CONNECTION, COMFORT. 
KISSING, ORGASMS 








NaughtybutNice 26 □ >122237 
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If you've been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personals 








Sunday, October 16. 2011 Where 
David Sedarls show, Flynn Theater. 


FEDEX GROUND GUY. CHERRY STREET 



Should I lust Introduce myseil? Is 

Where: Cherry St., Burlington. VT. 



BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 


see all Vermont 
properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


Saturday. October 29, 2011. Where: 
Montpelier grange contra dance. 
You: Woman. Me: Man. 0909630 





You: Woman. Me Man. 1)909629 





RAINBOWS ANO HEALTHY LIVING 
PHARMACY 

I have a feeling that it might be fun 
together, but I’m unsure about the 

Itlnvolves fish oil sylltol gum and lots 



TATTOOED BEAUTY AT PANERA 

To the most beautiful girl with all 


basically the hlghllghtofmy day S. 

Where: Panera on Church Street 






wearing a black puffy Jacket and have 

You: Woman Me: Man. >909631 


"TREE TOAD" MONTPELIER CONTRA 



home to Quebec In the big snowstorm. 


Hope you made It OK. Just got the 


(I visit on Thursday evenings.) Where 
Healthy Living pharmacy section. 


THURSDAY EVENING CITY MARKET 

you held my gaze and smiled Just long 
enough to capture my imagination. 


r changed my definition of beautiful. 










Help! My lover of three years has decided to 
withhold sex from me until I film myself having sex 
with a large group of men. I understand the group- 
sex fetish, but to punish me for not doing it? What 
began as a naughty, fun and tantalizing game has 
grown into a stressful, disturbing and degrading 

I am considered extremely attractive, ultra- 
sexual, open-minded and intelligent, to boot. I know 
I do not have a problem, but what is his problem? 


Sexless, Stressed and Hurt 


Withholding sex as part of a lovers’ game can be 
alluring and titillating. However, if not carefully 
monitored, it can quickly turn hurtful and 
damaging to the relationship. Receiving pleasure 
from a partner is an affirming and rejuvenating 
experience; thus, withholding sex from a partner 
can cause feelings of rejection and loss. 

It sounds like you have an open and daring sex 
life with your lover, but your arrangement clearly 
needs some renegotiating. Your partner appears to 
be taki ng a great deal of pleasure in watching you 
squirm, and if you're truly unhappy and struggling, 
he's gone too far. 

To have the healthiest, most robust sex life, 
all partners must feel safe, excited and satisfied. 
Instead, you're feeling stressed, disturbed and 
degraded — not OK. It's time to take a serious 
timeout from this game to discuss limits and 
boundaries. Let him know that, while you're open 
minded and sexual ly adventurous, this particular 
experience isn’t working for you. Demand that he 
immediately stop this category of sexual play. If he 
believes in safe, sane and consensual sex (which 
should be the only kind), he will accommodate 
your request immediately. If he balks, you need to 
strongly consider your safety in this relationship. 
Even in relationships where dominance and 
submission play key roles, pleasure should be a 
two-way street. 


J\jot witWtoWil^ 


Need advice? 

Email meatmistress@sevendaysvt.com 
or share your own advice on my blog at 

sevendaysvLcom /blogs 





Positive ID Required. 1 8+ Only. 




• Adult Toys, Movies & Games 

• Tobacco Smoking Products 

• Lingerie & Body Jewelry 


• Lotions & Potions 


• Novelty Guts 

• Hippy Gear 




WWW.GOODSTUFFSTORES.CI 


Good Stuft 


St. Albans: 

192 Federal St 
524-6607 


Waterbury: Burlington 

3595Waterbury/Stowe 21 Church St 
Rd 244-0800 658-6520 


Newport, NH: 

51 John Stark Hwy Rutland: 
(603)863-7004 162N.MainSt 




